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Ken Salazar

Health care reform in the U.S.

  Senator Ken Salazar of Colorado is urging President Bush to unify the efforts of Democrats and Republicans to lower health care costs and make them more affordable for the 45 million Americans who are without health insurance. (NEWS)
In April of 2007 Senator Salazar wrote a letter to President Bush pleading for extensive bipartisan efforts to fix what Salazar called a “broken system.” In his letter he stressed that despite the fact that over 20 percent of the national budget is spent on health care there are still over 45 million Americans (that’s more than the populations of California and Michigan combined) who are uninsured. (CONTEXT)
Since becoming Colorado’s thirty-fifth senator in 2004 Salazar has become a member of the Senate Finance Committee and wasted no time letting his voice be heard on the issue of health care reform.   Salazar, along with other committee members, has held a number of hearings to discuss health care reform as a national concern. (SCOPE)
 The gravity of the health care crisis was put into perspective in a Senate Finance Committee hearing held June 4, 2008.  “America’s health care system is broken…Americans are finding it more and more difficult to obtain affordable, high-quality care as each day passes,” Salazar said.  (IMPACT)

The U.S. spends more than $2 trillion dollars annually on health care and 50 percent more per capita than other industrialized countries, according to a June 4 SFC hearing.  In 2005 the Dept. of Health and Human Services reported that almost 40 million people didn’t receive what would be considered ‘needed services’ because they couldn’t pay for them.   During the June meeting Salazar went on to say, “We can do better for our people, and it is important that we reintroduce the concept of ‘value’ into our health care market as an essential component to reform.” (EDGE)

Despite outspending a number of other developed countries, health care studies have shown that the medical outcomes seen in citizens in the U.S. falls behind those of other countries studied…so why aren’t Americans receiving the best health care in the world if the U.S. spends more on health care than any other country?

Salazar and other members of the SFC infer that the declining ‘value’ in health care is caused by the money-making nature of large health care providers and drug companies that  have become less concerned with the providing a quality product and more concerned with higher premiums and co-pays. 

Since the year 2000 health insurance premiums have gone up 71 percent which has led to a steady increase in the number of uninsured Americans.

In a letter written to President Bush in 2006 Salazar explained that he, along with Senator John McCain, had introduced the National Commission on Health Care Act hoping that such a commission would help to “enact meaningful, comprehensive solutions…increase health care quality and…access to health care for every American.”  

Solving the health care crisis won’t happen overnight but it seems that Senator Salazar and his colleagues in Congress won’t allow it to be swept under the rug.
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