[image: image2.wmf]
Jim Doyle

Governor

State of Wisconsin
[image: image2.wmf]

April 7, 2010

Carmen Humphrey, Program Manager 

FMPP Grant Program 

USDA, Agricultural Marketing Service 

1800 M Street, NW 

Room 3012-South Tower 

Washington, D.C., 20036-5802

Dear Ms. Humphrey:

As Governor of the State of Wisconsin, I am pleased to support Growing Power’s proposal to the USDA Farmers Market Promotion Program.  Growing Power is an exemplary organization committed to increasing economic opportunities for farmers through effective training, business development, marketing, networking, and sustainable production demonstration projects. 

Growing Power in particular supports and manages the Rainbow Farmers Cooperative which helps local farmers achieve high levels of production and enter direct markets.  In addition, Growing Power provides excellent training opportunities for these farmers through their “From the Ground Up” workshops, Commercial Urban Agriculture Training Course, and outreach activities.  They have a long track record of providing high-quality services to farmers and are committed to continue improving these services into the future.  

Growing Power is a national leader in intensive sustainable agriculture and is highly recognized for their training, technical support and outreach efforts.  I am proud that Growing Power calls Wisconsin home, as it represents our strong agricultural history and the innovative future of farming. 

I strongly recommend supporting Growing Power’s proposal to the USDA Farmers Market Promotion Program.  I am certain Growing Power will excel in this project and follow-through with high-quality training and support services to new and existing Rainbow Farmers Cooperative members.   If you would like additional information about Growing Power’s qualifications, please do not hesitate to contact me.  Thank-you for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,
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