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School Club Races for Rankings in National Competitions

An Oklahoma State University club is making a push for high rankings at national competitions after jumpstarting itself from last year’s nearly complete failure.

Last year, the OSU SAE Formula Racing team had five to six team members, a virtually had a non-existent adviser and a car that had not even been tested three weeks prior to a competition in California.


The team now has new leadership, a new adviser, more than 70 new members and a new direction to guide the team to be nationally competitive.

To help shape the team, team leaders have started looking outside of the normal engineering students who usually fill the team and are zeroing in on business and journalism students as well.


The Okstate Racing Team has opened the doors to its garage and plans to make some noise this year, and Jonathan Hufnagal, the team manager and public relations officer, has the plan.


Hufnagal joined the team last fall because he heard the team desperately needed help.  He did not realize the help needed was to start the team over from scratch.


Hufnagal said the team has been completely reformatted, starting over with new officers and a solid plan.  New plans include holding team members accountable for getting their work done and getting it done correctly.


Other team members are excited about the new direction the team is headed.  Matt Villarreal, the team accountant, said his favorite part about the team is getting to implement these new ideas together, working as a team.

“We’re starting over from scratch,” Villarreal said, “so we get to make this anything we want it to be.”


Villarreal, an entrepreneurship senior, was one of Hufnagal’s first “outsiders” recruited from the business school.  Hufnagal told him about the problems with the team and how he needed some outside help.


Villarreal now handles some of the more business aspects of the team by managing all internal accounting, finding fundraisers and also finding potential sponsors.

Mike Bond, team leader in charge of composites, said the business students have helped the team a lot, especially by setting deadlines.  “Engineers—we’re not management people,” Bond said.

Only one-third of the competition is driving, Bond said.  Most of the competition is based on how much money the team spent on the car and how effectively they can present it to the judges.

Because last year’s car was not completed, the leaders plan to finish it this year but will also build a new one giving the team two cars for competition and doubling its chances of succeeding. 

The new formats and goals for the team have many members looking up for this coming year. “We have high hopes,” Bond said. “Without Jon, the team would still be in the toilet.”


And as far as competing nationally is concerned, Hufnagal said they plan to make a name for the Okstate Racing Team.  “You’ve got to set your sights high,” he said. “You shoot for the stars, you land on the moon.”  


The team will be more prepared than any year in the past and will use that to its advantage.  In all reality, Hufnagal sees no reason the team cannot place in the top five at its competitions.  

Perhaps the fact that no current team member has actually been to a SAE Formula competition has escaped his mind.  Surely the fact that the team did not even compete last year is not seen as an obstacle, but rather fuel to throttle forward a little harder to reach this goal.  

“We could be a Cinderella story in the making,” Hufnagal said.
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