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 On Sept. 10, U.S. District Court 
Judge Ricardo M. Urbina handed down 
a decision that likely will outlaw hunting 
on 37 units of the 100-million acre Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge (NWR). 
 Included in the 37 units named 
in the 2003 lawsuit brought by the Fund 
for Animals, are the McNary NWR lo-
cated near Burbank and the 
Julia Butler    Hansen     NWR    
near     Cathlamet.
 Preliminary indications 
are that the decision will require the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service (USF&W) to 
perform costly and lengthy studies on 
the environmental impact of hunting on 
the entire refuge system before it can ex-
pand hunting opportunities on any ref-
uge.
 The Sportsmen’s Legal Defense 
Fund (SLDF) is urging the USF&W to 
appeal the decision.
 The USF&W already studies the 
impact of hunting on refuges through 
the required refuge plans it completes as 
well as national migratory bird studies. 
 Adding more studies only suc-
ceeds in miring down the process so that 
no one will be able to hunt on refuges.
 The decision also runs contrary 
to current law. 
 According to the U.S. Sports-
men’s Alliance (USSA), in 1966, and 
again in 1997, Congress expressly recog-

nized the legitimacy of hunting on units 
of the refuge system and directed
the USF&W to facilitate and increase
these opportunities whenever they are 
determined to be compatible. 
 The USSA, which manages the 
SLDF, will seek redress from Congress 
on this decision which seems to run di-
rectly against the previous directives of 
the Congress.
 The SLDF collaborated as de-
fendant interveners in the case with Sa-
fari Club International, Ducks 
Unlimited, Delta Waterfowl, Izaak 
Walton League and the California 
WaterfowlAssociation.
 The SLDF is the nation’s only 
litigation force that exclusively represents 
sportsmen’s interests in the courts. It de-

fends wildlife management and sports-
men’s rights in local, state and federal 
courts. 
 In addition, the SLDF assists 
government lawyers who have little or no 
background in wildlife law.
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Rapjohn Lake Update
 The issues with keeping Rapjohn Lake open to waterfowl hunting 
continues to fester.
 The Pierce County Council voted 6-0 to rescind the restriction they 
had placed on the lake a year ago.   
 One council-member seemed to disappear just prior to the vote. 
 Member(s) of the homeowner group went to the Eatonville Dispatch 
who gave them the front page to push a view of anti-hunting. SW Vice-Chair 
and Eatonville resident, Jack Westerfield, has responded with a letter to the 
editor. 

Support of Wetlands Loan 
Act Sought
 U.S. Representatives Mark Kennedy, R-Minn.
and Mike Thompson, D-Cali., are asking sportsmen to 
generate support for the Emergency Wetland Loan Act, 
a bill that would provide the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice (USF&W) with $400 million in emergency funding
to protect critical waterfowl habitat. 
 The bill would authorize Congress to advance 
$400 million against future duck stamp revenues to con-
serve wetland and upland habitats.
 The bill, identified as HR 4315, coupled
with existing revenues from the Migratory Bird
Conservation Fund (MBCF), would provide
$800 million to secure critical waterfowl habitat
over the next 10 years. 
 The bill stipulates that the funds be used for
 

 
 To date, 71 members of the U.S. House of
Representatives have signed on in support of the
bill. For more information, visit www.deltawaterfowl.org.
 Go to www.house.gov, look on the left side
for “Write Your Representative” and follow the instruc-
tions.

“preserving and increasing waterfowl 
populations in accordance with the 
goals and objectives of the North 
American Waterfowl Management 
Plan.”

Few Gun-Related Bills Re-
main For Legislature
Session is half over and gun issues not being 
seen on the floor
By Joe Waldron
 With the current Washington Legislative Regu-
lar Session almost half over, very few gun related bills 
remain alive. 
 Twenty-four days remain. At this point we’re 
in pretty good shape; a handful of good, pro-gun bills 
have died, but all anti-gun bills have died along with 
them. It would take a major incident to resurrect an 
anti-gun bill at this point.
 At this time, the survivors are Substitute
Senate Bill (SSB) 6598, a proposal to restrict
shooting on Island County which WWA opposes; 
Senate Bill (SB) 6878, regarding a Concealed Permit 
License (CPL) late renewal waiver for deployed sol-
diers which we recommend supporting; House Bill 
(HB) 2622, a proposal for improved CPL reciprocity 
with other states which we recommend supporting; 
HB 2951, a retired police officer certification which 
we recommend supporting; and HB 2958, calling for 
increased penalties for illegal use of toxic shot which 
WWA supports.
 Tuesday was chamber cut-off day. Bills that 
did not pass out of their original chamber (Senate bills 
out of the Senate, House bills out of the House), are 
technically dead for the remainder of the session.
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Greetings to all WWA members and friends.
 Wow, the Seattle Chapter Banquet was a

record setter — over $25,400 in gross receipts! 
 I want to thank the Banquet Committee for their 
exceptional efforts and performance which contributed 
directly to making this event a total success. Remember 
this event is our major fundraiser. The funds from this 
event go directly to habitat restoration including the con-
struction, placement and maintenance of Wood Duck 
nest boxes and mallard nesting tubes; our Youth Mentor 
Shooting Program, and sending deserving young people 
to the Washington State Youth Conservation Summer 
Camps. 
 Thank you to all the members that supported 
the banquet with either contributions or purchases or 
both. A special thank you to all the vendors for their 
support and participation.
 As waterfowl harvesters (duck and goose hunt-
ers) our dreams and prayers have been answered. As 
if you didn’t know, the Waterfowl Hunting Season 
opened statewide last Saturday the 14th. The opener 
appeared to be rewarding for many. I had the pleasure 

of hunting with Larry Voeks and John Arrabito. We had 
a good hunt on Padillia Bay and later joined Doug Graef 
at the Conway Pub for dinner and a few stories. For the 
second year in a row, Doug has spent the opener volun-
teering his time at the Skagit Wildlife Area as an ambas-
sador of our sport promoting WWA and drumming up 
new members.
 Doug informed us that the hunting was quite 
good at Skagit — most boats coming in had near limits 
with a lot of large northern mallards along with a
sprinkling of widgeon, gadwall and green-winged
teal. Doug also reported that his efforts at
recruiting new members were also successful.
 At Padilla Bay, 3 out of the first 4 birds we
took were pintails, so we had to be extra careful
the rest of the hunt. We also bagged six northern
mallards including three large greenheads. All had
bright orange feet. However, we saw no widgeon,
gadwall or green-winged teal. Funny how the
species can vary just within the few miles between
Padilla Bay and the Skagit.
 Remember to always hunt safely. Set good
examples by picking up and packing out your litter
as well as the empty hulls, cans, bottles and garbage
left by others. Simple things like this go a long ways to-
wards the continued enhancement of the image of the 
hunter in today’s world. 
 Last, practice shooting. You owe this to the game 
you hunt. Know your capabilities and make clean kills.  
Always retrieve your game, it is the ethical thing to do, 
and it is the law. 

For the Resource,
Gary Webster

Letter From the President

Washington Waterfowlers is produced by 
and for members of the Washington Water-
fowl Association monthly to detail waterfowl-
ing issues through the state.  Questions and 
comments can be directed to President Gary 
Webster at the Seattle Parent Chapter, at 
washingtonwaterfowl.org or waduck.org or 
by phone at (206) 783-9994

Look to the back for the 
waterfowler’s bible.

Hunting dates for the 
new season!
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