
Importance of Thematic Unit

Content:  For what purpose were the assignment created or the process undertaken?

To create a detailed unit of study of a specific content that can be incorporate technology.  Each lesson in this unit over chemical and physical changes had to include a introduction, outcome, standards, resources, integration of technology, materials, process, assessment, extensions and modifications. With this unit a video had to be created.  I created a video showing the different states of matter (solid, liquid, and gas).  I had to incorporate technology into both the teaching of the unit and into the students work in the unit.  I did in the following ways:


-Created a Animoto video of the different states of matter (modeled by 

             by students, as well as, student work (graphic organizer), teacher work

              posters of three states of matter.


-Created Turning Point Quiz for the student to complete at the end of 

             of the unit (students used individual clickers to press their answer, 

              Immediate feedback was given)


- Created PowerPoint in which the lessons were taught through


-Students complete Turning Point Quiz


-Students created a Animoto video of how food changes


-Students used video cameras and video recorders to create Animoto

This made the learning more personal for the students because they where able to create their own video.  As well as, keep them engaged because they never knew what was coming next.  I choose this content area, due to the fact that I teach 5th grade Science to the whole grade.  This is a Georgia requirement under the Georgia Performance Standards.

Learning:  What was the significant learning you made or what other relevant changes occurred?

Wow, their was a lot of learning going on with this thematic unit over chemical changes.  I had to learn how to jell all of the different technologies into a webpage using slide share.  This was the first time, I had heard of slide share and could have used it in other experiences in the past.  It allowed me to make all my documents (video, turning point, PowerPoint) on the same level, so they could be inputted into my webpage.  I assure you this was with much practice, especially when it came to inputting the url (just could not figure it out at first).  I also learned that a lot of the new technologies that are out their for use is very, very user friendly.  Allowing you to become a member (for free) in a matter of minutes and you are then able to get started.  Which will definitely be a reason, why I continue to use these new technologies I have learned.

Evaluation:  How do you perceive the quality of the assignment or your role in the process, including strengths and areas of improvement?

Through the learning of these technologies, I have been able to help others at my school discover new technologies.  I have taken what I have learned from this assignment/class and given it to others.  Making the quality of the assignment meaning for and authentic.  I say authentic, because it made me do real world applications in learning!  Not only for my students in the class, but for me as well. This assignment is similar to something that I would have done in my own classroom.   I would have to say my strengths is being able to sit down to a new technology and play with it until I figure it out (patience and pursuance).  Area of improvement would be starting a little earlier, so I can truly look through and examine the information provided.  Also, knowing when enough is enough.  You learn these new technologies and you just want to use them all at once.  I have to learn in which application is necessary for the learning.  This assignment, as well as, this class has brought me closer to being a 21st century technology user.  I have always loved working with technology, but this made me smile.

