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Britt David Elementary School      LMS: Julie Williams

Double Churches Middle School   LMS: Eileen Lynch

Northside High School   LMS: Connie Ussery

Professional Philosophy
The role of the media specialist is to enhance and support the curriculum while providing students with access to current, reliable, and appropriate resources.  The media specialist will assure that both teachers and students are effective users of information and encourage lifelong learning and a love of reading.
Facilities Visited
Britt David Magnet Academy:

This is an elementary school with a constant stream of students checking books in and out.  It is completely set up with the AR reader in mind.  All items a shelved according to the Accelerated Reading level. Nonfiction and fiction are together by AR level. There is an area set up with couches for story time and then a work area with tables.  This is all in the center of the media center, with shelves on the outside wall and some shelves in the center that are lower.  There is a circulation desk at the front of the room with a large office behind the desk.  Children check out their own books. There is one table with computers to look up items.  There is a large storage area in the rear of the facility.
Double Churches Middle School:
This was a very nice facility with what appears to be a nice collection.  It was set up with the nonfiction on the outer walls and the fiction in the center.  There are work tables and desk top computers.  There is a circulation desk, with a work room the house a separate office for the media specialist.  Within the workroom is a desk for the aide.  Off of the work room is storage space for novel sets and technical equipment. 

Northside High School:

This is the most modern high school facility Muscogee County has to offer, with a very current collection.  It is a very busy, welcoming place.  There is always a class using the smart board or the desk top computers. In fact while I was there, two classes were always present. This is a fairly large facility.  Of the three schools I visited, it was the largest.  There is a large circulation desk with two offices behind it for the two media specialists.  There is an extremely large work room.  The shelves were set up much like DCMS, but with a larger reference section and an area with couches and comfortable furniture to lounge and read books or periodicals.
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Reporting of field activities by grade level 

This form must be in your journal with log 

EDUT 6117   Elementary ( k-2  2 hrs,  3-5   3 hours,   6-8   5 hours,   9-12   5 hours)

	Date for each day in field
	School
	Grade level

K-2,  3-5, 6-9, 10-12
	Supervisor
	Number of hours  or         15 min = .3

30 min = .5    45 min = .8

	1/27/10
	Double Churches Middle
	6-8
	Eileen Lynch
	2

	2/4/10
	Northside High School
	9-12
	Connie Ussery
	2

	2/17/10
	Britt David Elementary
	K-2
	Julie Williams
	2

	2/25/10
	Northside High School
	9-12
	Connie Ussery
	3

	3/26/10
	Double Churches Middle
	6-8
	Eileen Lynch
	3

	3/30/10
	Britt David Elementary
	3-5
	Julie Williams
	3

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


      Journal Entries

January 27, 2010

I spent 2 hours with Eileen Lynch at Double Churches Middle School.  I placed barcodes on many new books and stamped them with the school name.  There were 4 pages that required stamping.  These were nonfiction books which had just come into the school.  We discussed how Eileen determined what to order.  She showed me her print out from Destiny which tracks a school’s collection.  It shows where the oldest books are by subject and also shows books that aren’t getting checked out.  Some books hadn’t been checked out since the 90’s.  She was mainly focusing on books about science and technology. We discussed netTrekker. NetTrekker is the #1 educational search tool in K-12 schools and is currently used in thousands of schools nationwide. You can look at it here: http://www.nettrekker.com/us/about-us/main .

 This is what Muscogee County uses. It is a much safer search tool than something like Google. This is a great tool to have that doesn’t cost a particular school anything. “All netTrekker resources are hand-selected by expert educators to keep every search safe, focused, and relevant every time.”  Eileen suggested subscribing to Judy Serritella’s Newsletter, Media Matters.  Judy Serritella is the State Media Specialist.  It is a monthly newsletter that I have enjoyed receiving.  It has a lot of resources and suggestions.  She also suggested attending the Technology Expo that Muscogee County holds at the Civic Center on April 29th.  It is free and I will be attending.  She has a storage room for items that the staff checks out such as novel sets.  She had just gotten some new sets.  She suggested a book that I ordered, The Book Whisperer.  I did and am finding it helpful.  Its focuses on how to get kids to want to read.

Standards addressed: 1.3, 3.1, 4.1

February 4, 2010



I spent 2 hours at Northside High School with Connie Ussery.  Northside was built in 2002 and Connie was able to help design her media center and started with a brand new collection.  It is a very nice facility.  Connie and I discussed how she sets up scheduling.  There are 4 blocks and two teachers may sign up to come in with their class per block.  There is a set of desk top computers and then an area of tables where a teacher may work with the smart board.  There is also a set of laptops than can be checked out. The school has a wireless network so teachers may take these to the classroom and access the Internet there. There is also a section with comfortable furniture and magazines.   We talked about how she collaborates with teachers and she gave me some sample lessons that she has created.  I spent time adjusting the height of many shelves to accommodate some of the taller books.

Standards addressed:  1.1, 1.3, 1.4, 4.2, 4.3

February 17, 2010


I spent two hours (prek-2) at Britt David Elementary School with Julie Williams.  When I first got there, a first grade class came in to hear a story.  Julie read them Pig Pigger Piggest by Rick Walton.  The children really enjoyed the story which is a fractured fairy tale.  They contributed when Julie asked them to and when the story was finished they worked at tables writing sentences with new words, using them in ways that the book did.  I assisted them with this.  Julie has kindergarten through second grade come in for scheduled visits.  Their teacher remains with the class.  The teacher and Julie discuss what skills need to be worked on during their visit.  Third, fourth, and fifth grade may visit if they set up a time and Julie will work on skills with them.  After the class left, we discussed selection tools that she uses.  Julie highly recommends Books Kids Will Sit Still For by Judy Freeman.  Books are listed by subject and there is an activity list with each listing.  She likes to stick with Follett for ordering because they will replace damaged books and the books come ready for circulation into their system.  She has figured out she can get three books a day replaced.  She also receives samples to look at from Mid America.  We opened some of these boxes and reviewed the samples.  Her media center has been very successful in collecting Box Tops.  She adds about $1000 dollars to her budget with Box Top money.  She has worksheets that she prints off from the Box Top website.  Children attach ten box tops to the front and back of the sheet.  When they turn in the sheet, their name gets put in a jar for a drawing.  Once a month, a name is chosen and they win a prize like a movie ticket or Buster’s gift card. This has increased participation and makes it easier to count the box tops.  A full sheet is $2.00.  The sheet immediately goes into a box for mailing.  I’ve included an example of this sheet.
Standards addressed 1.4, 2.3, 4.1, 4.2,  4.3

February 25, 2010

I spent three hours at Northside High School with Connie Ussery.  This completed my high school hours. When I first got there I helped her with some laminating.   There is a large workroom in the back of the media center.  This is where the laminator is located.  Connie also showed me a neat machine called an art waxer.  This machine is not made anymore, but is very handy.  She bought hers on Ebay.   It neatly puts wax on the back of signs or posters.  This allows them to be hung up on walls with no hot glue or tape.  This to me was an example of something someone may have weeded, but could still be useful to a collection.  I then spent a lot of time, verifying book orders.  Connie had just placed a large order with Follett.  Follett checked her order with her current collection.  However, as I checked to make sure the books being ordered weren’t already in the collection, I found quite a few that Northside already owned.  She was going to change the order accordingly.  This showed me that you can’t always rely on technology.  This would have resulted in ordering books that weren’t needed.

Standard addressed: 4.1
March 26, 2010

I spent three hours at Double Churches Middle School.  I assisted Eileen Lynch with her book fair.  This was her first book fair with Crane and she was pleased with them and found their materials to be much less expensive than those from Scholastic.  On this particular day, the 6th grade students were coming in during their Language Arts class.  Some other grades were also coming in to make a wish list so they knew what they wanted so they could go home and bring money to school on Monday.  It was nice to see the students excited about reading and to see which books were the most popular.  When we didn’t have any students, I spent my time shelving books checking the order of what was on the shelves.  Many were out of place.  I’m sure this happens frequently as students pull out a book and replace it in the wrong spot.  This completed my middle school hours.

Standards addressed: 1.4, 3.1, 4.1

March 30, 2010

I spent three hours at Britt David Elementary School (3-5) with Julie Williams to complete my elementary hours.  Britt David has the most unique set up I’ve seen.  This school is very much geared toward Accelerated Reader.  The students have ID cards that have their reading range on it.  They must check out books only within their range. Because on this, all the books, fiction and nonfiction, are shelved by the AR level.   All the 3.1 books are in the same section.  Within that section, they are not really in any order.  They try to keep the nonfiction books on the bottom shelf of the designated section and to also keep series together.  This system seems to work well for the kids.  Their reading level is evaluated at the beginning of the school year and at the end of grading period.  There is a small section of reference materials that are shelved separately.  A big part of Julie’s job is has to do with AR and tracking that. Each child has a required number of points for each marking period and they need to have at least a score of 80%. She is also responsible for keeping track of the Millionaire Club (one million words).  That is how they keep track of the twenty-five books that students are required to read in Georgia.  They keep track of pages read.   They have figured out if a child reads 100 pages of any material (in their AR range) that counts as a book.  So a fifth grader needs to read 2500 pages.  Then they are a member of the Millionaire Club.  They can start this during the summer.   When I got there I was adding up some of the fifth graders’ pages.  They had filled out a sheet with the book title but I had to look up the number of pages for each title on the computer.  Then the sheet gets added up and added to their total.  I also shelved a very large amount of books.  The aide had been out the day before, so they had really piled up.  I had to sort the books by their reading level and then put them back in the right section.  Some books never made it back on the shelf as some students came right to the table and wanted to check it right back out. There is a constant stream of children coming in to check out books.  It was very nice to see.  They check them out themselves.  The computer will moan at them if they already have something checked out.  Julie can watch them from her office and can hear if there is a problem.   It is a busy place and it’s great to see so many kids busy reading.  

Standards addressed: 1.4, 4.2

Here is the Box Top sheet which is available from their website.  Students fill out the front and the back.
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~ Box Tops are as good
as gold for your school!

Grade
Teacher’s Name

Thank you for helping! Every Box Top you collect is worth 10¢ for your school.
For more collection worksheets and projects, go to www.boxtops4education.com/activitycenter






On the following sheet, I have checked which standards I addressed in each of my field experiences.  With this being my first semester, I feel good about the knowledge that I gained in each setting.    I enjoyed the different types of facilities for different age groups.  I hope that as I continue on in the program that I will be able to explore many different media centers to see more examples of how different people do things.  I thoroughly enjoyed each media center and media specialist.  They all seem to love what they do and enjoy sharing information about their job.  The experience reaffirmed that this is the field where I belong.
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