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20th Century Georgia Research Project

Throughout the year students have utilized different types of technologies in mastering the GPS and in creating documents, brochures, Power Points, etc. to show what they have learned. This unit was designed to require 8th grade Georgia Studies students to work individually to complete research and then collaboratively with their peers to create either a magazine or a movie to present to the class. The project requires students to increase social learning through the use of technology while mastering the Georgia Performance Standards they are required to know for the CRCT. This unit was designed to help students develop their technological skills while being engaged in meaningful tasks. 
· Outcomes/Objectives

Upon successful completion of this unit students will:
1. Show mastery of the Georgia Performance Standards SS8H8 and SS8H9 through completion of performance-based projects.

2. Have worked in collaborative groups towards a common goal. 

3. Utilize different technologies throughout the research and creation process in completing their group projects.

4. Gain experience in using Internet Explorer, Microsoft Word, and Microsoft Publisher/Microsoft MovieMaker.
· Standards 
SS8H8: Analyze the important events that occurred after World War I and their impact on Georgia.

a) Describe the impact of the boll weevil and drought on Georgia.

b) Explain economic factors that resulted in the Great Depression.

c) Discuss the impact of the political career of Eugene Talmadge.

d) Discuss the effect of the New Deal in terms of the impact of:

· Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC)

· Agricultural Adjustment Act (AAA)

· Rural Electrification

· Social Security

SS8H9: Describe the impact of World War II on Georgia’s development economically, socially, and politically.

a) Explain the impact of events leading up American involvement in World War II, including:

· The Lend-Lease Act

· The bombing of Pearl Harbor

b) Evaluate the importance of:

· Bell Aircraft

· Military bases

· The Savannah and Brunswick shipyards

· Richard Russell

· and Carl Vinson




c) Explain the impact of the Holocaust on Georgians.

d) Discuss the ties to Georgia that President Roosevelt had and his 
impact on the state.

SS8E1: Give examples of the kinds of goods and services produced in Georgia in different historical periods.

· Resources

        Off-Line: 

1. 8th grade Georgia Studies COACH books
2. The Georgia Studies Textbook

3. Georgia Experience 8th grade Student Workbook
        Online: 

1. www.georgiastandards.org/frameworks -- The Georgia Performance Standards and Magazine project instructions/rubric

2. http://www.hgresaettc.org/docs/gma/gma_rubric_2010.pdf -- Moviemaker project rubric

3.  www.georgiaencyclopedia.org  -- The New Georgia Encyclopedia
4. www.gpb.org/georgiastories -- Georgia Stories Videos

5. www.unitedstreaming.com – Discovery Education website

6. http://www.cviog.uga.edu/publications/gsb/ -- The Georgia Studies Textbook website

7. www.studyisland.com – Study Island website

8. Microsoft Word 

9. Microsoft Publisher (Magazine Project)

10. Windows Moviemaker (Movie Project)

11. Audacity Recording Software (Movie Project)

12. Windows Media Player (Movie Project)
· Integration of Technology

On the initial day of the unit students will be shown my teacher webpage (http://sites.google.com/a/dublincityschools.us/ms-walker-s-class-page/home/gps-units/unit-6-the-20th-century) as a way of introducing them to the unit. Students will be given verbal instructions and demonstrations on how to navigate around the webpage to find the information they need. They will be shown how to access the online resources available to them by clicking on the Help Me! Resources link in the website’s sidebar. Each student will be able to use these different websites for help during the research portion of their projects. After the initial day of showing students what resources are available and how to navigate around the website they will be expected to work in a student-centered learning environment with myself serving simply as a facilitator. 

When the research portion of the project is complete and the students are ready to begin the construction portion of their projects they will be instructed to view either the Microsoft Publisher or Microsoft Moviemaker before working on putting the information together. From that point on students will work in their groups to create their magazine or movie. They will use software programs such as Microsoft Word, Microsoft Publisher, Audacity Recording Software, and/or Windows Moviemaker. 
· Materials

1. COACH books

2. The Georgia Studies Textbook

3. Georgia Experience 8th grade Student Workbook

4. Teacher Laptop

5. Promethean Board/Activstudio Software

6. Unit 6 Cover Sheet

7. Student Laptops with internet access (10 total)
8. Desktop Computers with internet access (in Computer Lab, 20 total)

9. 20th Century Georgia Magazine Project Instructions and Rubric

10. 20th Century Georgia Movie Project Instructions and Rubric

11. Classroom Digital Camera (Movie Project)

12. Classroom Flip Camera (Movie Project)
13. Notebook paper

14. Pen or pencil

· Process

Preparation: In the weeks leading up to the project, I worked to collect different resources both online and offline for students to use throughout the research and creation portions of the project. Students’ collaborative groups were also chosen in an attempt to create heterogeneous groups of students with different learning abilities, learning styles, genders, and races as much as possible. I took the initiative to choose the groups as a way to accommodate multiple perspectives and levels of learning to try and ensure fair and balanced groups. 

Tasks:

Day 1: Students will be introduced to the unit as I walk them through my teacher webpage. They will be given instructions on where to find all resources they will need to complete the project. Students will also be given their group assignments and will collectively decide whether or not their group wants to create a magazine or movie. Each group will be responsible for reading over their specific project instructions and asking any questions they may have about how to complete it. The Unit 6 Georgia Performance Standards will be reviewed with the entire class and each group will be given the opportunity to decide each person’s roll in the project so that they can begin working the next day.

Days 2-7: For these 4 days students will be taken to the computer lab and will use either a student laptop or student desktop to complete the research portion of their projects. These classes will be completely student-centered with myself (and co-teacher) continually monitoring and answering any questions students may have. Students will be reminded to use the “Help Me! Resources” link on my teacher webpage as starting points for their research. 

Days 8-13: Students will use these days to put bring together their individual research and create either their magazine or movie. Day 8 will consist of students going through their specific tutorials to better acquaint them with the program they will be using. They will be able to use Day 8 as a “practice” day to work and gain experience in using the programs. 

Days 9-13: These days will be spent completely focused on students working together as part of a collaborative group effort to create their final projects. They will be expected to follow all instructions given to them and to rely on each other for guidance on how best to complete the project. My co-teacher and I will continue to serve as facilitators mainly offering students advice on how to use the software programs correctly, but the end product will ultimately be their responsibility. Students will be reminded to follow the project rubrics so that they now how to make the best grade possible. 

Days 14-15: To wrap up the unit students will use these 2 class periods to put the final touches on their projects and to present them to the class and myself. It is during the presentation time that the rubrics will be used to grade the students on their final projects.

· Assessment(s)

Each group is responsible for creating either a 20th Century Georgia Magazine or a 20th Century Movie based on the GPS standards for the unit. They will work together in collaborative groups and will be graded according to the rubrics designed for each product. See attached rubrics.
· Extensions/Modifications

In order to accommodate different learning abilities and styles I hand-picked each group to include a mixture of higher-level students with SPED students and ESOL students. The project assignments can be modified slightly to accommodate ESOL learners by allowing them to utilize online language translators during research and in typing their articles if they complete the magazine project. A way that the unit could be extended to require more in-depth thinking would be to have students only focus on one element of the standard instead of all standards. This would force students to include more detailed information on a more narrow scope for the project instead of giving an overview of general topic information as the project is currently designed. 
