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The purpose of the course, Infusing 21st Century Technology Across the Content Areas, is to educate current and future classroom teachers in incorporating and successfully implementing technology in all aspects of teaching and learning. This course provided me with opportunities to acquire skills and practice in selecting, using, producing, and managing 21st century instructional technology tools in my second grade classroom. Through the task assignments I completed, I was given the opportunity to learn about infusing technology into every aspect of teaching and learning, while at the same time, learning how to design technology-based projects that motivates my students and helps them to meet required standards. 

This technology course allowed me to create certain artifacts and use specific technologies that would greatly benefit my teaching strategies and the learning of my students. To begin with, this course introduced me to Web 2.0, Animoto, Wiki Space, Second Life, and VisualCV for the first time. Web 2.0, Animoto, Wiki Spaces, and Second Life Virtual Worlds are all great technology tools to use in the classroom. I learned how to create an Animoto and a Wiki Space. I was most impressed with creating an animoto and a wiki space and learning about the possibilities with Second Life Virtual Worlds.

There are endless possibilities for teachers and students when using Animoto and wiki spaces. Teachers can use Animoto to enhance their lessons or provide examples for students. Students can use Animoto to complete assigned projects and further their learning of a specific content area or skill. Teachers can use a wiki space to provide both parents and students with current classroom information. This information can include current topics and/or skills being taught, important dates to remember, homework assignments, home projects, study guides, etc. Students can create their own wiki space to use as their assignment portfolio for the school year or school years; or students my create one to include information they find related to topics they are learning at school. I look forward to incorporating Animoto and Wiki Spaces into my instructional strategies to enhance my teaching and allow technological opportunities to my students.

I was able to learn the basics for creating my wiki space. It took effort and time on my part, as well as collaboration with others, to create my wiki space. Keeping spacing and alignment of text on my wiki space turned out to be a difficult task. I really had to work with it to learn how to upload pictures onto my page. I still have other areas that can be improved when working with this technology component. By looking at others wiki spaces, I found that my wiki space can be enhanced far beyond what I was able to create. Creating my wiki space was more difficult than I originally thought it would be. My strength I found was in creating the Animoto for my technology unit. I did not have any trouble creating my Animoto. I was able to upload my pictures and insert text without any difficultly. Because Animoto guides you through the process, students will not have much, if any difficulty creating their own Animoto. Overall, this course was very beneficial to me as a student and an educator.
