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Ghost stories through 
the ages among the 

bricks of Harding’s 
historical campus. 
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Clubs celebrate milestones
by JESSICA ARDREY

student writer

This year, many Harding social 
clubs are celebrating anniversaries, 
and some are showing some impres-
sive numbers.

Del ta  Gamma Rho and Chi 
Omega Pi are celebrating their 20th 
anniversaries. 

Chios will meet Saturday in the 
Founders Room in the Heritage from 
4 to 6 p.m. DGR members will meet 
in the Heritage Regions Room 206 
from 10 a.m. to noon. There will be 
snacks, pictures and plenty of time to 
get reacquainted with old friends.

SubT-16 and Ko Jo Kai have been 
on the scene a little longer. Founded 
in 1939, both clubs are celebrating 

their 70th anniversaries.
SubT will host an alumni breakfast 

in Cone Chapel from 7 to 9 a.m., while 
Kojies will meet f rom 10 to 11:30 
a.m., also in Cone Chapel.

Kojies are marking the occasion 
with the Ko Jo Kai Cookbook. The 
second edition to go into print, the 
book includes almost 700 recipes 

see CLUBS on page 3a

Science 
majors place  

in contest
by CARLY KESTER

student writer

The Arkansas INBRE 
(IDeA Networks  o f 
Biomedical Research 
Excellence) conference 
was held Oct. 23-24 in 
Fayetteville, Ark. Harding 
students Sky Vanderburg 
and Lori Wheeler got 
first place in the biology 
competition, and Greg 
Lyons received second 
place  in  the phys ics 
competition.

The conference featured 
seminars given by faculty 
members, oral presenta-
tions given by faculty and 
student researchers and 
poster competitions by 
undergraduate students. 
The three categories 
of research presented 
were biology, chemistry 
and biochemistry and 
physics. 

The conference mainly 
consisted of universities 
f rom Arkansas, but a 
few outside of Arkansas 
attended as well. Some 
schools that participated 
in the competition were 
University of Arkansas, 
Arkansas State University, 
Philander Smith College, 
Arkansas Tech University 
and Ouachita Baptist 
University.  

INBRE has been held 
in Arkansas since 2001 
and is funded by the 
NCRR (National Center 
for Research Resources). 
According to Lyons, 
the conference mainly 
focuses on undergraduate 
research.

“The oral presentations 
and poster sessions are 
delivered by undergradu-
ate students,” Lyons said. 
“Graduate students may 
participate but do not 
compete.”

W hee le r  sa id  the 
competition was for, “cold 
hard cash.” The prize for 
first place in each category 
was $300, second place 
was $200 and third place 
was $100. 

Lyo n s , a  p h y s i c s 
major,  placed second 
in the physics category 
for his poster on liquid 
crystals. “What I did was 
construct a module to 
blow bubbles of liquid 
crystal, and once I had a 
thin bubble I explained 
the phenomena that 
the bubble exhibited,” 
Lyons said.

Biochemistry major 
Wheeler placed first in 
the biology category for 
her poster. 

“ I  worked  on  the 
characterization and clon-
ing of a plant mutant,” 
Wheeler said. 

Vanderburg, a mo-
lecular biology major,  
placed first in the biol-
ogy category for his oral 
presentation. 

“My project dealt with 
investigating the role 
of trichloroethylene, a 
common environmental 
toxicant, in the promotion 
of autoimmune disease 
in mice,” Vanderburg 
said. 

“I was really happy and 
excited to see Harding do 
that well,” Lyons said.

A Jolly Good Time

photo by NOAH DARNELL | The Bison
Scrooge’s nephew and friends warm his icy heart as they dance merrily and sing, “A Minister’s Cat.” Adorned in a 
wreath of holly, Father Christmas chuckled with joy at the festive scene. See the full feature story on page 6b.

Luncheons, breakfasts hosted in honor of club anniversaries

Honors College brews 
program about coffee

photo courtesy of Physical Resources

by SARAH SHABAN
opinions editor

Part of the college experience is staying up 
late, studying with a pot of coffee nearby to 
keep you from falling asleep. While coffee is 
growing more and more to become a part of 
our culture, few people are aware of the history 
behind this dark beverage. Harding University’s 
Honors College is providing Honors students 
with the opportunity to discover the depth of 
coffee through its new international program 
“A History of the World in One Cup” set for 
this summer.

Dr. Jeff Hopper and Dr. Pat Garner have 
created a curriculum in which students will 
study the historical, religious, political and 
cultural significance that coffee has carried 
throughout centuries in a 3-week, 8-credit 
hour course. The trip begins in Searcy with a 
cup of coffee and quickly takes off to Ethiopia, 
Oman and Istanbul before wrapping up in 
some of Europe’s capital cities.

The program was inspired during a conversa-
tion between Dr. Hopper and Dr. Garner, who 
were looking to teach an Intersession course 
abroad. Dr. Garner, a lover of both books 

and coffee, suggested “The History 
of the World in One Cup,” 

a cup filled with coffee. 
The idea was based on 

Tom Standages’ book 
“A History of the 
World in 6 Glasses” 
featuring coffee, tea, 
and wine, among other 

drinks.
Dr. Garner 

said that he 
wanted this 
program, as 
well as others 

to come, “to 
be more than just 

vacations.” 
“Coffee is interest-

ing…on an intellectual 
level; it’s very, very deep.” 
Dr. Garner went on to 
explain that coffee was 

more than just a drink and that it challenged many 
sociopolitical ideas, including fundamentalist 
religion within Islam and Christianity. Some 
have suggested that the French Revolution 
began in coffee houses simply because they 
served as a place to discuss writing, artistic 
and political unrest.

Another interesting notion concerning the 
heavily caffeinated beverage is the large effect 
it had on Sufi Muslims in Yemen. Because 
these Muslims worshiped at night, it is only 
natural that they would become tired; therefore, 
coffee was served as a stimulant as opposed 
to alcohol, which Muslims are forbidden to 
partake in. These unique facts are only the 
beginning of what students will learn when 
diving into the relationship between coffee 
and the Middle East during their visits to 
Ethiopia and Oman.

Currently, the Honors College is working 
with students in Oman to develop an electronic 
interface with Harding students planning to 
attend this program. In the event that this 
communication takes place, Harding students 
may be given the opportunity to stay with 
Omani families when visiting the country 
in hopes of providing more open doors for 
Harding in the Middle East.

However, despite the efforts to advertise 
the new program during this year’s Honor’s 
Freshman Convocation, the sign-up list consists 
of two students.  Why have attempts to attract 
honors students lacked results? The trip costs 
$8,000, which, due to the recession, is a little 
more than some students are willing to pay for 
their Turkish coffee. Also, because the program 
isn’t a semester long like the other programs 
Harding offers, many scholarships that students 
rely on will not transfer, which hinders many 
students’ ability to participate.

One of the two students signed up for the 
program, junior Alan Elrod, thinks it is worth 
the $8,000.  

“I’ve seen the value of infusing culture with 
education,” Elrod said. “I want to continue 
seeing the world, and this is a really unique 
lens to see it through. It’s not just about coffee; 
it’s about a common denominator explicating 
culture.”

see COFFEE on page 3a

by ABBY KELLETT
student writer

Aramark, the SA, Physical 
Resources and many other 
organizations have been hard 
at work to make sure every-
thing looks, tastes and flows 
perfectly this weekend. The 
changes Bison Daze and 
Homecoming are bringing 
to Harding’s campus have 
hardly gone unnoticed.

Without any thanks to 
the 45 inches of rain Searcy 
received so far this year, 
Physical Resources has been 
reconstructing the landscap-
ing around campus in order 
to make sure visitors will be 
impressed with what they see 
when they arrive. By Wednes-
day the Heritage flower bed 
was already completely redone, 
and large numbers of mums 
were scattered throughout 
different parts of the Harding 

scenery in hopes that they 
would bloom and peak just in 
time for Homecoming.

The team is dedicated to 
making everything look as 
perfect as possible in hopes 
of promoting Harding and 
its positive image. 

“It’s just like when you 
have visitors come to your 
house,” head of Physical 
Resources Danny DeRamus 
said. “Your momma or you 
or whoever are dusting and 
cleaning because you want 
your place to be at its best 
when people come to visit 
you. We have people coming 
from all parts of this country 
to visit; we want to put our 
best foot forward and look 
the best we can.”

Different departments 
and hundreds of workers 
have been doing everything 
from checking ceiling tiles 
and making sure they are in 

good shape, to making sure 
all the grounds are flawless, 
to washing all of Harding’s 
windows.

The massive amounts of 
rain, however, are making 
what should have been simple 
tasks extremely difficult. 

“We’re going to have to 
revamp everything because 
of the flood and the rain 
that’s coming this weekend,” 
DeRamus said. “I’ve never 
seen this much water. What 
we’re waiting on right now 
is the weather because we 
can’t go out there and set 
it all up and have it washed 
away again. It’s going to be a 
mad scramble this year right 
at the last minute.” 

The blowup games will be 
moved inside the gym off the 
lawn, and the pony rides will 
be on the pavement instead of 
the grass this weekend. 

see PREPARED on page 3a

Rain complicates HU’s 
Homecoming makeover


