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The 
Leadoff

Pittsburgh Steelers’ quarter-
back Ben Roethlisberger 
was suspended six games 

Wednesday for violating the 
NFL’s personal conduct policy. 
With NFL commissioner Roger 
Goodell’s decision, the league 
showed that it will not put up with 
its players putting the NFL in a 
negative light.

The six-game suspension sent 
a powerful message to the Steelers’ 
star quarterback, to the rest of the 
NFL and to all fans around the 
country. Roethlisberger was held in 
the same regard as any other player 
who has violated the same policy. 
Adam “Pacman” Jones experienced 
it. Donte Stallworth experienced 
it. Former Razorback Matt Jones 
experienced it, and any player that 
breaks the rules will experience the 
same thing.

However, Roethlisberger should 
be held in even higher regard than 
the above-mentioned players. The 
Steelers quarterback is one of the 
biggest stars in the league, and far 
more people look up to “Big Ben” 
than Pacman, Stallworth or Jones. 

In fact, Roesthlisberger might be 
one of the 10 or 15 most recogniz-
able faces in the entire league.

Roethlisberger has won two 
Super Bowls on one of the most 
prominent teams in league history. 
The NFL had plans to market the 
star quarterback, who at 28-years-
old has been to more Super Bowls 
than Brett Favre, Dan Marino and 
Peyton Manning.

If this were one isolated inci-
dent then Roethlisberger probably 
would have gotten a slap on the 
wrist and moved right on with 
his career. However, this makes 
multiple occasions where he has 
put himself and his team in a nega-
tive light. He has time and time 
again put the league he works for 
in a tough situation. A combina-
tion of alcohol, poor judgment and 
a mysterious bathroom encounter 
with a 20-year-old woman was the 
last straw for Roethlisberger. He 
is now on close watch by Goodell 
and the rest of the league for any 
negative behavior.

The league has demanded that 
the Steelers’ quarterback undergo a 
major behavioral evaluation. And 
don’t think that just because the 
Georgia police decided not to file 
charges against Roethlisberger, that 
he is innocent of any wrongdoing. 
In fact, Roethlisberger had no busi-
ness walking into that club and will 

most likely regret ever having gone 
into the place.

In addition to the Milledgeville 
incident, there has been a sexual 
assault damages lawsuit filed in 
Reno, Nev., by a hotel concierge 
who says Roethlisberger lured 
her to his room and raped her in 

July 2008. Roethlisberger has also 
rejected any advice former Steeler 
Terry Bradshaw gave to the young 
quarterback and wound up paying 
for it.

Bradshaw reportedly told Ro-
ethlisberger to give up his motor-
cycle years ago and the 28-year-old 

was angered at Bradshaw for giving 
him advice. Roethlisberger later 
crashed his motorcycle and suffered 
serious injuries that could have 
affected his career. Luckily for Ro-
ethlisberger, the injuries were not 
career-threatening, and he returned 
to football the next season. 

However, Roesthlisberger is 
threatening his career in more 
than one way now. If he does not 
straighten his life out soon, he 
might soon be purged from any 
football memory. He might soon 
become the next Adam Jones, 
Donte Stallworth or Matt Jones 
— all players with talent who have 
suffered extreme setbacks since 
making a bad decision. Roethlis-
berger might be headed down the 
same path.

After looking at past situations 
in Roethlisberger’s short career, 
it is easy to see why Goodell 
gave the quarterback a six-game 
suspension. And after examining 
his past mistakes, it is more than 
fair for the Steelers’ quarterback 
to sit out six weeks and reflect on 
the kind of person he wants to be 
in life.

Roethlisberger’s six-game suspension more than fair

Bison hitting parade
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Junior transfer Jason Nappi awaits a pitch during a recent home game at Jerry Moore Field. Nappi and the 
Bison offense had 50 runs during a three-game series with Arkansas-Monticello this week.

Boyd earns 
top honors in 

conference
Lady Bison golf coach named 

GSC Coach of the Year

Nappi leading 
Bison offense 

in first year

by CHRIS O’DELL
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Lady Bison golf coach Dr. 
Nicky Boyd was named 
the Gulf South Confer-

ence Women’s Golf Coach of 
the Year this week. Boyd was 
named after a vote between 
the conference’s coaches.

Boyd, who just finished his 
second season as the women’s 
golf coach, is the second Hard-
ing coach this season to receive 
a Coach of the Year award. 
Head cross-country coach 
Steve Guymon won the award 
earlier this season.

Boyd coached the men’s 
golf team for 14 seasons 
before crossing over to the 
Lady Bison team in 2008. 
During his first season with 
the women’s team, the Lady 
Bisons finished sixth in the 
GSC championship. 

Golfers Brandi Watkins 
and Natalie Gay both earned 
All-GSC honors and became 
the first two Harding women’s 
golfers on the GSC’s All-Con-
ference Team. Watkins was also 
Academic All-GSC. 

Boyd played golf and 
basketball at Henderson State 
in Arkadelphia, Ark., from 
1965-1969. He earned his 
bachelor’s degree in physical 
education from Henderson 
State in 1969. 

In 1976, he received his 
master’s degree in educational 
administration from the Uni-
versity of Arkansas and in 1994, 
he earned his doctorate from 
the University of Memphis in 
educational leadership. Apart 
from women’s coaching duties, 
Boyd also serves as the direc-
tor of the Walton Scholarship 
Program.

Earlier this week, Boyd’s 
team finished third at the 
GSC Tournament, the high-
est finish ever by the women’s 
golf team. Freshman Whitney 
Ohlhausen, a psychology 
major from Dallas, earned 
First Team All-GSC honors 
and was named Freshman of 

the Year.
Freshman So-Yun Kim 

also earned a spot on the 
All-Tournament Team. The 
Lady Bisons shot 319 in the 
first round and followed with 
a 327 in the second round to 
finish at 646. 

The total was 23 shots 
better than the Lady Bisons’ 
previous best of 669 in the 
2008 tournament.

Boyd’s former team also 
finished with a best-ever. The 
men’s team placed eighth in 
the GSC Championship to 
earn its highest ever finish in 
the tournament. 

Bison golfers Blake Chase 
and Brandon Cauldwell recorded 
a program first Wednesday, 
becoming the first two Bison 
golfers to earn All-Gulf South 
Conference honors since Har-
ding joined the GSC for the 
2001 season. Both were named 
Second Team All-GSC.

Chase, a freshman from 
Colleyville, Texas, had Harding’s 
best scoring average this season 
at 76.3 strokes per round. He 
had two top five finishes this 
season, including a season best 
second-place finish at the Bison 
Fall Golf Classic. 

Chase tied a school record 
by shooting a 66 in round one 
of that event. His stroke average 
this season ranks 12th best on 
Harding’s single-season list.

Cauldwell, a freshman from 
Ozark, Mo., was Harding’s top 
finisher at the GSC Champi-
onship. He placed 12th with 
a three-round score of four 
over 220. Cauldwell’s stroke 
average was 77.0 strokes per 
round. 

His best finish of the season 
was fourth place at the Wil-
liam Woods Fall Invitational. 
Cauldwell shot a season-best 
two-round score of 147 at 
that event.

Both Harding golf teams 
will look to improve on their 
continued success next season 
when Boyd enters his third 
season as the Lady Bison 
golf coach.

by ALEXANDRA 
MCCLAIN

student writer

Harding University first 
baseman Jason Nappi was 
named this week’s Gulf 
South Conference West 
Division Player of the Week 
on Tuesday. 

Nappi transferred to 
Harding this season after 
spending two years in play-
ing Division 1 baseball in the 
Southeastern Conference at 
Mississippi State University.  
Nappi cites the changes to 
the Bulldogs coaching staff 
as his reason for transferring. 
The transfer to Harding gave 
Nappi one last opportunity 
to play with his older brother, 
Patrick. Patrick transferred 
to Harding this season after 

playing for the University of 
Alabama.

He says the biggest adjust-
ment to GSC play has been 
the level of competition. 

“The SEC is just full of 
talent at every position,” he 
said. “The biggest difference 
is the quality of pitching 
we see.”

Nappi set the SEC record 
for RBIs in a single game in 
2008, knocking in 11 runs 
against the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham. 

Last week, Nappi went 
12-for-21 with 11 RBIs and 
plated 10 runs to earn the 
player of the week distinc-
tion, the first Bison to win 
the award since Justin Cone 
in 2004. 

The Bisons have an overall 
record of 23-23 on the season, 
and are 7-10 in GSC play. 

With regular season play 
wrapping up this weekend in 
a three-game series against 
Arkansas Tech, Nappi and 
the other returning players 

are looking forward to the 
future. 

“Our playoff chances are 
dim at best. This year was 

see NAPPI page 2b
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Junior Jason Nappi has been a crucial part of the 
Bison offense this season. Nappi was recently named 
Gulf South Conference Player of the Week.

The Associated Press
Pittsburgh Steelers’ quarterback Ben Roethlisberger warms up 
prior to the start of an NFL game against the Baltimore Ravens, in 
Baltimore. Authorities in Georgia won’t charge Roethlisberger after 
a 20-year-old college student said he sexually assaulted her.


