
CYAN      MAGENTA      YELLOW     BLACK

February 19, 2010

SECTION B

CHRIS O’DELL 
serves as the sports editor for 
the 2009-2010 Bison.
He may be contacted at 
codell@harding.edu

CHRIS O’DELL

The 
Leadoff

Standing 6’9” with a f reak-
ish 7’5” wingspan, Kevin Durant 
wowed NBA scouts with his natural 
scoring ability in college. Scouts 
watched Durant as he dominated 
college basketball and took home 
eight National Player of the Year 
Awards as a true freshman at the 
University of Texas. 

Experts tried to draw compari-
sons to players like Dirk Nowitzki 
and Tracy McGrady. Those com-
parisons allowed Durant to be 
selected as the second overall pick 
in the NBA draft. However, even 
Nowitzki and McGrady, two elite 
NBA players, may not have done 
Durant justice.

After winning the Rookie of the 
Year Award in 2007-08, there were 
still many questions surrounding 
Durant’s all-around game. He could 
obviously light up the scoreboard, 

but his shot selection, propensity 
for turnovers and unwillingness 
to get to the foul line left a lot of 
room for improvement.

In his second season in the 
NBA, Durant improved in nearly 
every statistical category. He raised 
his scoring average five points per 
contest to an impressive 25.3 points 
per game. He managed to grab just 
under seven rebounds and dish 
out nearly three assists per game 
for the Oklahoma City Thunder. 
Perhaps more impressive than his 
leap in scoring was the efficiency 
with which Durant scored. 

The former Longhorn shot 48 
percent from the field, 42 percent 
on threes and 86 percent from the 
free-throw line. Separately, each 
category might not look extremely 
impressive, but together they 
make one crazy stat line. In fact, 
not even Tracy McGrady, Allen 
Iverson or Kobe Bryant has ever 
accomplished such a feat in their 
illustrious careers.

Certainly Durant is no longer 
capable of surprising basketball fans 
by his natural ability to put the ball 
in the goal. If that didn’t end after 

last season, it certainly has now. The 
only question Durant spectators 
are asking now is just how good 
can No. 35 be?

Apart from his Big 12 domina-
tion, the first sign NBA fans got 
of Durant’s greatness was in the 
rookie-sophomore challenge last 
season when “Durantula” went for 
46 points and appeared to be on a 
completely different level than any 
other player in the game.

This year, Durant has taken his 
game to a whole new level — a 
level that can only be matched by 
maybe two or three players in the 
game today. In fact, after Kobe 
Bryant and LeBron James, Durant 
might very well be the league’s third 
best player. 

With hard work and a willing-
ness to improve any weaknesses in 
his game, Durant is averaging 29.7 
points, 2.9 assists and 7.5 rebounds 
per game; while doing it at an in-
credibly consistent pace. Just how 
consistent has Durant been? 

The third-year forward has 
scored at least 25 points in his last 
26 games while leading a young and 
inexperienced Thunder team to an 

18-8 record during that span. The 
stretch of 26 games has Durant as 
one of only three players in the last 
30 years to put up such a consistent 
stretch of games. The only other 
two players to rake in such numbers 
in that period of time were Allen 
Iverson and Michael Jordan. 

The streaking Thunder team 
has won seven straight games 
and is in position to earn its first 
playoff berth since the franchise 
moved to Oklahoma City. The 
scariest thing for opposing teams 
to remember is that Durant is 
only 21-years-old. 

In fact, the entire core of the 
Thunder is built around young and 
talented players. With the Lakers, 
Spurs, Mavericks and Suns having 
their franchise players on the backend 
of their careers, the Western Confer-
ence could very well be dominated 
by Durant and his Thunder in the 
years to come. 

Fast-forward six years or so 
from now, with Kobe Bryant, Tim 
Duncan, Dirk Nowitzki and Steve 
Nash retired from the game of 
basketball, and Kevin Durant might 
be the cream of the crop, not only 

in the Western Conference, but in 
the entire NBA. With Durant’s 
combination of length, silky smooth 
ball handling, shooting touch and 
natural ability to score, the Thunder 
forward might be the league’s premier 
player in the future — even more 
so than LeBron James.

Much like the rivalry between 
Magic Johnson and Larry Bird in 
the 80s, the possible future rivalry 
between Durant and James might 
be just as entertaining to watch. 
Bird and Magic were the game’s 
best players of their decade, and 
Durant and James will most likely 
be the best two players of the next 
decade. 

At just 21 years of age, the ques-
tion again comes up: just how good 
can No. 35 be? No one knows for 
sure, but my guess is that he’s better 
than anyone else in the game six 
years from now.

Durant growing into one of  NBA’s top players

by CHRIS O’DELL
sports editor

This year’s Bison golf team contains six player. All 
six of those golfers are in their freshman or sophomore 
seasons. With such a young and inexperienced group, 
success can be unpredictable and sporadic. However, 
youth hasn’t affected everyone on the squad.

“I don’t think it has played that big of a factor in 
our tournaments,” freshman Blake Chase said. “Every 
person on the team has a solid resume and has played 
a lot of competitive golf.”

Chase said the adjustment to collegiate golf is 
something a golfer can make fairly easily, but the 
experience gained along the way doesn’t hurt either.

“I do think we will become more accustomed to 
the college golf atmosphere and that can do nothing 
but help us,” Chase said.

Chase, in his first season from Colleyville, Texas, 
was a four-time all-district and three-time all-region 
honoree in high school. He also made the Texas Junior 
Golf Tour All-Tournament Team twice during his 
time at Fort Worth Christian.

Chase has also seen instant success during his 
short career as a Bison golfer. The Texas native tied 
a 30-year-old school record with a 66 in one round 
at the Bison Fall Golf Classic. His two-round score 
during the tournament shattered a school record by 
six strokes. Former Bison Dustin Gourley held the 
previous record. 

Chase and his teammates ended the tournament 
with a third-place finish. He said that kind of finish 
is exactly what the team is capable of with so much 
talent on one team.

“I feel we have shown signs of greatness this season,” 
Chase said. “We played well at our first tournament 
this year, and we are only going to get better from 
here on out. As a team, we need to get back to basics 
and just go play golf and we will continue to improve 
from here on out.”

Freshman Ryan Hadash said the team has shown 
signs of consistency for such a young group of guys.

“Tournament experience can only help individuals,” 
Hadash said. “Every player can admit to having nerves 
or jitters before and during the first few tournaments. 
Some still have them now, but with more experience 
we will be able to calm down and play our game.”

Like Chase, Hadash is one of four freshmen on the 
Bison team. The Keller, Texas, native said he expects 
positive results for the remainder of the season.

“We have a few tough weeks coming up with 
many challenging tournaments in a row,” Hadash 
said. “But we are all optimistic for our season ahead, 
and I think with some hard work and dedication 
we can hope for a few high finishes and maybe a 
win here and there.”

With such a young and talented group, the future 
looks bright for the men’s team. In fact, with the 
improved success of the team, recruiting should get 
easier and easier for head coach Dustin Howell.

“The better team you have, the more people will 
want to be a part of it,” Hadash said. “Many golfers 
try to use a college team as a way to better their game 
in hopes of one day becoming professional.”

If the cycle keeps going for the Bisons, the golf team 
could be one dangerous group for opposing teams in 
the near future. With the talented young core the team 
has together now, it might be a sure thing for Chase, 
Hadash and the rest of the Bison golf team.

“We are just going to play the game we love and 
hope it loves us back,” Hadash said.

Young golf
team showing 
bright future

by STEPHANIE GREGORY
student writer

The indoor track season is now 
underway and the outdoor meets will 
start in March. Indoor track mainly 
focuses on individual runners, but this 
indoor season is showing Steve Guymon, 
Harding University track coach, that 
the team will be in good shape for the 
upcoming outdoor season. 

“We have had a really good year so 
far” Guymon said. 

On Feb. 12, the track team traveled 
to the Iowa State Track and Field 
Classic. Frank Bolling and Daniel 
Kirwa both ran NCAA provisional 
qualifying times. Bolling placed fifth 
out of 69 runners in the 800-meter. 
He broke his own personal best as 
well as Harding’s 800-meter school 
record with a time of 1 minute 53.04 
seconds. In the 2009 season, Bolling 
beat Harding’s 800-meter record with 
the time of 1:53.13.

Kirwa competed in the men’s 5000-
meter race. He placed ninth out of 30 
runners with a time of 14:43.65. Kirwa, 
a two-time All-American in the indoor 
5000 meter, has the ninth fastest 5000 
meter time in Division II. 

However, the final list of runners 
competing in the NCAA Indoor  
Championships will not come out 

until Feb. 28 when Harding’s distance 
medley will make an appearance.  The 
distance medley, which is ranked 12 
in the nation, consists of Ryan John-
son, Blake Arnold, Frank Bolling and 
Manase Busienei.

Guymon said he is proud of what 
his team has accomplished individually 
in indoor and cannot wait to see what 
his team has to offer when outdoor 
season begins. 

“As a team we do the best we can 
and we are really looking forward to 
competing in the outdoor meets,”  
Guymon said. 

Guymon expects to see big things 
from Bolling, who runs the 400-meter 
and is the only senior distance runner 
on the team. Bolling is currently ranked 
10 in his 800-meter time. However, he 
was unable to race in the 2009 outdoor 
season. 

Kirwa is a four-time national champion. 
Last season he won the NCAA Division 
II individual national championship in 
both the 5000-meter and 10000-meter. 
He won the 5000-meter with a time of 
14:17.05 and the 10000-meter with a 
time of 29:46.84. 

Arnold posted a career-best 400-
meter time of 48.56 and had the 
fastest 400-meter time by a Bison 
in 2009.

Senior Logan Wheeler competes in 

the hurdles. Wheeler ran a career best in 
the 2009 outdoor season with the time 
of 15.50 in the 110-meter hurdles. 

On the women’s side, Guymon 
is looking at senior distance runner 
Katy Grant. Grant competes in the 
steeplechase, 1500-meters and 5000-
meters. Last year Grant set a school 
record in the steeplechase with a time 
of 10:36.83. 

Another Lady Bison to look at this 
coming season is junior high jumper 
Dia Gibson. Gibson jumped in six 
meets last season and took home first 
at two of them. She finished top ten in 
every meet she entered. 

 “Sprinter Corey Howard is doing 
really well and is someone to look at in 
the next few years” Guymon said. 

Howard is someone that the team 
is looking at to become a leader in the 
next few years. Harding has several 
successes on the track but is gaining 
more success on the field. 

Another promising freshman is 
Tiffany Chambers. Chambers, who 
competes in the pole vault, placed 
third in the Mule Relays at Univer-
sity of Central Missouri on Feb. 6.  
Chambers bested the school record 
by almost a foot, vaulting 10 feet and 
2 inches. 

The next indoor track meet will be 

Track season takes flight
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Junior high jumper Dia Gibson competes at a recent track meet at First Security Stadium. Gibson cleared a 
height of 5’ 3” to place third at the Arkansas State Kick-off Klassic to start the season.
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