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            The word community can mean so many different things to so many different people. To me a community means a group of 2 or more people with common localities. These localities are often defined by a distinct boundary. However, it is not necessary for there to be boundary in order for a community to occur. A community can be very large or very small. The individuals in a community can have many things in common or only a common locality. The individuals should have access to the same types of things that most other members in that particular community have access too as well. Members of a community should be able to easily contact other members of the community. Interaction should not be required in a community, but accessible if desired.  In my opinion many things constitute as a community: a religious group, a group of students within the same major, a Greek organization, an apartment complex, and a group of people within the same city limits all are examples of communities to me.
 
There are many benefits to a community. When someone belongs to a community they have more available resources- whether these resources are actual things or just better access to other individuals. With better access to things, there are more possibilities. With more possibilities there are more chances for success. People take pleasure in being successful and enjoy being part of a community they can relate to.
 
Typically, those of a community share similar interests. For instance, my community at home in Ohio all shares the common desire to live in a small, quiet town.  Here in Morgantown, the student body is a community. The individuals all have access to WVU and its resources. In some instances people choose to be a part of a community and in some instances common grounds simply make people a part of a community.
 
 I believe an online “community” truly is a community. Although it’s a very large community, it is still a community.  There are millions of people online and millions of people interacting. In an online community members of the community are all in the same place. In fact, many of these people share common interests. In the case of the online community they aren’t physically located in the same town or area; they’re just online in the same place: “cyberspace”. The members of the online community generally have access to the same things. There are limited boundaries when on the internet. However, to be a part of the community you must have access to the internet.
 
The online community has potential to surpass a face to face community fairly easily. In modern times people are busier than ever and want the simplest quickest solutions. Need to transfer money from one account to another? People can do that online. Want to find an old friend? People register for a social networking site and search for their friends. People communicate over instant messaging instead of making a phone call. There are matchmaking sites that pair together people with the similar interests and personalities. There are even people who develop avatars and claim to be “in relationships” with these avatars, as we discussed in class.
 
It’s no secret that there is a positive direct correlation between technological advancement and our dependency upon technology. As technology advances the more our dependency on this technology increases. We as a society do things online everyday that ten years ago we would have not even thought possible. Although there are undeniable benefits of face to face communication, I think people view the internet at the quickest easiest route to do numerous things. And quick and easy seem to be favorable ongoing trends in the world we live in.





