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Vintage Square, a 150 unit senior apartment living 

community in Roseville’s West Park found a way 

to cut business expenses and provide a more 

comfortable living atmosphere for their clients, all 

while furthering the company’s commitment to 

environmental sustainability.  

USA Properties Fund, the apartment community’s 

property managers, participated in Roseville Electric’s 

Vintage Square Senior Community 
is Powered by the Sun

Solar and Commercial Shade Tree rebate programs.  

The community received more than $22,000 for 

the installation of a 9kW solar rooftop array and 

strategically planted shade trees.  

The solar system generates about 16,300 kWh per 

year.  The installation of a 9kW system will save the 

average GS2 customer approximately $1,500 a year 

“Working with Roseville Electric took about an hour of my time, and 
in return we received $22,000 in rebates...  I would absolutely 
recommend this program to others.”

Robert Romero 
project manager, USA Properties Fund

on their energy bills.  The shade trees will provide 

apartment units relief from the sun while saving 

residents money on summer cooling costs.  The 

shade trees are strategically placed so they will not 

block the solar panels in the future.    

“As a developer of affordable properties it is a natural 

extension of our corporate policy and values to take 

advantage of sustainable programs like this,” says 

Robert Romero, project manager at USA Properties 

Fund.  “The solar panels and shade trees will help 

reduce our operational costs and provide added 

comfort for our residents.”  

Roseville’s solar and shade tree rebate programs 

are available to business customers to offset their 

investment in renewable energy technology while 

reducing peak energy demand using clean energy.  

“Working with Roseville Electric took about an hour 

of my time, and in return we received $22,000 

in rebates,” says Romero.  “I would absolutely 

recommend this program to others.”

For more information on the solar and commercial 

shade tree rebate programs please call David 

Bradford at (916) 746-1672 or  

dbradford@roseville.ca.us. 



Roseville Electric

City officials are seeking a new director to oversee 

Roseville Electric, the community’s public power 

provider following Tom Habashi’s retirement in 

December 2009.  Officials anticipate having a new 

director in place in early 2010. 

In the meantime, George Fraser will serve as interim 

director. Fraser was Roseville Electric’s Utility Director 

from 1995 to 1998.

Habashi spent 11 years at Roseville Electric ending a 

28 year career in the electric utility industry. 

“I am honored to conclude my public service career 

in the City of Roseville and I am privileged to have 

worked with the extraordinary team at Roseville 

Electric. They are dedicated to being the best,” 

Habashi said prior to his departure. 

Under Habashi’s leadership, Roseville Electric was 

recognized by PA Consulting for having the most 

reliable community utility in the nation for nine 

years. In 2007 and 2009, Roseville Electric was also 

honored by the American Public Power Association 

with its RP3™ Award for being a reliable public power 

provider.  Also under Habashi’s leadership, Roseville 

Electric has received high marks for customer 

satisfaction and reliability. 

During his career, Roseville Electric developed 

an innovative program where builders integrate 

roof top solar electric generation into new home 

construction. And Habashi oversaw the building 

of the Roseville Utility Exploration Center and the 

Roseville Energy Park. 

Roseville Electric’s 
Utility Director Retires

Exploration Center Partnership 
Furthers Whole Foods Green Strategy
There are a variety of buzzwords gaining popularity 

in Roseville’s business community; buzzwords like 

sustainability, transparency and accountability.  

Whole Foods Market makes it a point to encompass 

all of these characteristics in its business practices, 

and with its recent partnership with the Roseville 

Utility Exploration Center, it can now add another to 

the list - community.

“Whole Foods Market is a mission and values driven 

company,” says Jill Miller, marketing team leader at 

Whole Foods in Roseville.  “Everything we do has 

to do with environmental sustainability, including 

our efforts to educate our customers about healthy 

eating, living a healthy lifestyle, conserving energy, 

water and natural resources.”  

In early 2009 the Exploration Center and Whole 

Foods Market of Roseville formed a partnership 

where the grocery store helped sponsor popular 

events like Celebrate the Earth Festival and Double 

Exposure in exchange for the opportunity to reach 

out to thousands of local customers that visited the 

center. 

“We are always looking to establish mutually 

beneficial partnerships with local and regional 

businesses,” says Bob Garrison, director of the 

Utility Exploration Center.  “A partnership with the 

Exploration Center is an excellent way for businesses 

to reach out to their constituents, helping them 

promote their environmental sustainability practices.  

We do everything that we can to help them meet 

these goals.”

Whole Foods Market boasts Take Action Centers, 

located in every store, offering customers a wide 

variety of information on local, regional, national and 

international issues of environmental concern.  As 

a multiple award winning organization recognized 

by the Environmental Protection Agency as a Green 

Power Partner, partnering with the Exploration 

Center was a logical choice.  

“Our partnership with the Exploration Center is 

definitely a win-win,” says Miller.  “Families go to the 

Exploration Center to learn how to live a healthy and 

sustainable lifestyle.  Once they’ve done that we’re 

there to help them get started.”  

Garrison agrees that partnering with local businesses 

has been a benefit to the facility, especially during 

the Exploration Center’s Earth Day event where 

dozens of local businesses participate in the 

green marketplace.  Garrison also points out that 

businesses looking for additional exposure should 

consider a partnership with the Exploration Center 

as these events and exhibits usually draw between 

3,000 and 4,000 visitors.

For more information and a personal tour of the 

Exploration Center call Bob Garrison at  

(916) 746-1551 or bgarrison@roseville.ca.us.

Tom Habashi
Utility Director
1998 - 2009

“Our partnership with the Exploration 

Center is definitely a win-win...  Families 

go to the Exploration Center to learn how  

to live a healthy and sustainable lifestyle.  

Once they’ve done that we’re there to help 

them get started.”

Jill Miller, marketing team leader 
Whole Foods Market
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MYTH: Switching computers and other electronic 

equipment on and off can cause damage.  Many 

people, including IT personnel, believe the 

change in temperature resulting from turning 

equipment on and off harm the circuitry.

TRUTH: The truth is; modern electronic 

equipment is specifically designed to 

minimize these effects.  The reduced running 

time resulting from power-saving features 

can actually increase the life expectancy of 

equipment.  – So, switch it off when not in use!

USE
THIS

NOT
THAT!

PLUG LOAD SENSOR
Saves energy by controlling desktop equipment, 
automatically powering off non essential equipment 
every time you leave your work space.

Powers off everything with one switch when you  
go home at night.

Ability to plug computers and critical equipment into the 
non-controlled side of the same device. 

POWER STRIP

MYTHBUSTERS: 

Roseville businesses can save money by taking advantage of two new FREE online services to reduce energy 

consumption at the office.  The new “Energy Insider” webpage provides customers with monthly technical news 

bulletins on energy efficient technologies.  The new “tools you can use” feature provides information on 

energy efficiency, energy benchmarking, a motor calculator, office posters and more.   

Visit www.roseville.ca.us/bizenergytips or by call Kris Blair at (916) 774-5581. 

Website Boasts New Features that Save You Money

Purchase a plug load sensor and receive a $30 rebate.  Learn more at  
http://www.wattstopper.com/products/details.html?id=74

Roseville Electric’s 
Reliability Garners 
National Recognition
Roseville Electric has been recognized by  

PA Consulting Group as being the most reliable 

community electric utility in the nation this year.  

This is the ninth time since 2000 that Roseville 

Electric has achieved this milestone.

Although the temporary loss of power is 

uncommon, sometimes interruptions in service 

do occur.  

During the winter, the risk of experiencing power 

outages does increase. You can be assured 

Roseville Electric staff is available to quickly and 

safely restore power. 

To report an outage, call Roseville Electric’s 

outage hotline at (916) 774-5428 or visit us online 

at http://www.roseville.ca.us/outages.asp  

for more information.  

Damaging Electronic Equipment
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Roseville Electric Adopts Rate Proposal
Roseville Electric business customers will see an 

average 6.2 percent increase in monthly electric 

costs beginning in January.  The change comes 

following the Roseville City Council’s adoption a 

three phase plan that will be implemented through 

January 2011.  

The City Council directed Roseville Electric officials 

to return in October 2010 to verify the need for the 

third phase. 

Even with the rate increase, Roseville businesses will 

continue to receive some of the most competitive 

electricity rates in California. 

The sudden and abnormal downturn in the economy 

and rising costs compelled the publicly owned utility 

to implement new rates to bridge a projected $98 

million budget gap over the next five years. 

Prior to seeking the rate increase, Roseville 

Electric officials implemented several cost-saving 

measures including the elimination of more than 

nine positions, reducing employee compensation, 

reducing travel and training budgets and cutting 

back on capital improvement projects.

For more information about rates please visit  

www.roseville.ca.us/electric.


