
A wonderful thing happened last week. After years of anti-gay legislation support by the 

LDS Church and other religions, the gay community and its many supporters finally took 

to the streets, physically protesting with pride, anger and sorrow over this religion’s 

continued influence in denying equal rights. 

           Influence of the LDS church in opposition to equal rights is not new. Before 

Proposition 8 there was ardent support for Amendment 3 in Utah, Proposition 22 in 

California, Proposition 2 in Hawaii, and Amendment 2 in Colorado. The church 

vigorously campaigned against the Equal Rights Amendment in the 1970s, playing a 

prominent role in eroding support for the amendment until the 59-year effort was put to 

rest. 

           Equally as troubling are statements released by Mormon officials in the wake of 

Proposition 8. When protestors, both in California and Utah, took to demonstrating 

outside Mormon temples, officials declared it "disturbing" that the Church was being 

singled out for "speaking up as part of its democratic right in a free election." 

            Religions in our country enjoy some of the highest constitutional protections. As 

such, religions enjoy the freedom to express opinions about issues of which they do not 

agree. But expressing an opinion publicly is much different than using the pulpit to 

browbeat and organize members into voting how a church sees fit. 

           Donated money, services in kind and organizational efforts in the defeat of 

Proposition 8 are not inconsequential. LDS leaders and other religions played a 

significant and well publicized hand in sustaining this amendment, all the while 

advocating church principles of tolerance and love of your fellow men. 



 Fortunately, free speech also carries a high level of constitutional protection. In 

our democracy, maintaining the avenues of free speech is crucial. This is precisely why it 

is important that outspoken religions should equally face open examination by their 

opponents. By frequently and vehemently injecting religious agenda and principles into 

the political process, a church cannot claim democracy as an open forum for its opinion 

and subsequently cry foul over public criticism and scrutiny. 

 This ongoing public forum of ideas and disagreement is democracy at its best. 

Our own experiment with democracy is a perpetual evolution, but two fundamental 

principles upon which this nation was founded are rights to be free from religious 

imperialism and freedom to say what you want to those who would sooner not listen.

            The protests of last weekend were not misguided or inappropriate in any way. Not 

since Stonewall and demonstrations in the 1980s has our community shown solidarity 

and unity en force for our rights. Far too long have members of society and the gay 

community sat idly by while those with power and high visibility seek to work against us 

under the argument of religion and morality. 

            Religions must stop courting fear and proctoring divisive and misleading 

commentaries about how same-sex marriage will affect their institutions. Conversely, our 

community must continue to fight the majority’s reluctance to give up a long-built and 

well established power over political influence and minority groups and work to establish 

equitable common ground. 

 Like democracy, the evolution of civil rights is ever evolving. There are good 

people on both sides of this public debate. The process of change is rarely easy. For every 



setback, let us continue to fight for our basic rights and the goal of a society inclusive of 

rights for its entire people while trying to understand those who work against us. Lest we 

forget, our time is now. Grieve, be hurt and angry. Protest, congregate and show our 

strength. But most importantly, keep moving forward.      


