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ELON UNIVERSITY STUDENTS PREPARE FUTUREWEB CONFERENCE 

ELON, NC – Students at Elon University are preparing to host the FutureWeb 2010 Conference 

in conjunction with the international WWW2010 Conference in Raleigh, NC from April 28 to 

30.   

 The class, titled “The Future of the Web” is led by director of the Imagining the Internet 

Center at Elon University and professor Janna Anderson.  The students are responsible for the 

production of the event including promotion, speaker recruitment, and event logistics. They hope 

to attract professionals including business leaders, engineers, marketers and technology experts. 

 The class is composed of top Communications students personally selected by Anderson, 

creating a unique fusion of input from the strategic communication, journalism, and broadcast 

disciplines. “I was looking for highly engaged individuals who are hard workers, who take 

initiative and I always look for those kinds of people in all of my projects,” said Anderson. “I 

provide an underpinning of training and then I just let people go because they are going to learn 

more from exploring themselves, coming back and asking questions.”  

 The students are committed to putting together a well-rounded, interactive event. Special 

projects include building a professional Web site, maintaining a blog, managing social media 

accounts of Twitter and Facebook as well as creating a video promoting the conference that the 

students hope may go viral. Most of the class periods are student-led, buzzing with active 

brainstorm groups. When the students aren’t focusing on production, they are learning the 

ideology behind the conference with Anderson.   

“It’s definitely not a typical class.  We’re learning through creating the conference and 

it’s definitely a different experience than listening to someone talk to you,” said student Tyler 

Anderson.  “It’s more engaging and the group feel is an interesting take on education.”  

Anderson has provided a unique opportunity for students to explore their potentials while  

-more- 



contributing to an event that will take students outside the classroom. The free rein on projects 

has led to more engagement than is expected in a typical winter term class.  “We’ve become so 

committed; we volunteered to see through the event until April,” said Lianna Catino.   

Imagining the Internet will host the FutureWeb 2010 conference at the Raleigh, NC 

Convention Center in conjunction with the WWW2010 International conference. Top speakers 

include Vint Cerf, danah boyd, Marc Rotenberg, Lee Rainie, Bob Young, Michael Tiemann, Doc 

Searls, Michael Rappa, Paul Jones, Cathy Davidson, Fred Stutzman, Penny Abernathy, Negar 

Mottahedeh, Mark Anthony Neal and Tony O'Driscoll. FutureWeb is a forum in which 

participants in the digital age will discuss their expectations, hopes and fears for the evolution of 

the Web and what it will mean for our social, political and economic future.  

### 

April 29 – April 30, 2010 

FUTUREWEB 2010 CONFERENCE 

The Raleigh Convention Center 

500 South Salisbury Street  

Raleigh, NC 27601 

http://futureweb2010.wordpress.com 

Visit Web site for registration information 

Hours: Thursday, 4:30 pm – 7:30 pm; Friday, 9:30 am – 7:30 pm; Saturday, 9:30 am – 6:00 pm 

 

 


