
The following three maps were created from a buffer solution (as opposed to a cost 

surface, or a combined approach) to determine where the best location for a Tourist 

Center would be in the Valles Caldera National Preserve.  The buffer values were within 

500 meters of a powerline (to save cost), 200 meters of a roadway (to save cost and 

increase visibility), within 1 mile of the highway (for advertising and tourist appeal), 

within roughly 1 ½ miles of the park boundaries, and on a slope which was mild (<10%).  

The resultant map created large areas which I converted from the native raster to 

generalized vector polygons (Figure 1), which were good for starting areas for 

consideration. 
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Figure 1.  All potential sites. 



 

I then continued with the raster data, running a boundary clean, which expands then 

shrinks the boundary raster cells, then I ran a small shrink tool operation, to remove any 

remaining single cells, which wouldn’t be a suitable size for a Visitor’s Center.  There 

were only two sites left which had enough contiguous shallow areas within the areas 

specified, One near the west border of the Preserve, and one near the east border- at the 

furthest right extremity of Figure 1.  The east site (Figure 2) is potentially better, as it 

would cut down on travel time from the population centers located to the east (Los 

Alamos, Santa Fe).  The western site however, is not much farther, and potentially might 

encourage more access from Albuquerque via Highway 550 (Figure 3). 



 

Figure 2.  West Sites. 

 



 

 

Figure 3.  East Site. 


