
On a late Wednesday 
night, a college student sits 
at her desk and stares at a 
stack of papers she needs to 
have memorized by tomor-
row. She can hear the distant 
voices of her sorority sisters, 
TVs blaring from the rooms 
down the hall and the pitter-
patter of footsteps from peo-
ple walking down the halls.

She could lug her study ma-
terial to the library for peace 

and quiet, but she knows she 
will be just as distracted sit-
ting there. Jena Mitchell, a 
finance and accounting ju-
nior, decides to stick it out.

Stress levels have in-
creased rapidly among the 
college population in recent 
years: more than 30 percent 
of college freshmen report 
feeling overwhelmed a great 
deal of the time, according 
to a University of California, 
Los Angeles survey.

On Monday night of fi-
nals week, many students 
will make the pilgrimage 
to what some consider 
the mecca of studying. 
That proverbial area is the 
fourth floor of the Edmon 
Low Library.

Some college students 
have no problem concen-
trating on their studies. 
They are the norm, stu-
dents who sit down, open 
a book and absorb the ma-
terial in a way that comes 
as naturally to them as 
breathing.

However, not all students 

fit that mold: many use pre-
scription medication to il-
licitly help their studies.

More than 8 percent of 
college students admitted 
to using prescription drug 
stimulants to aid studying 
in a 2006 study, accord-
ing to Pharmacotherapy, 
a pharmacology and drug 
therapy journal.

In another study, 16.6 
percent of college students 
from a random sample of 
283 said they used the drugs 
  — but not illicitly, accord-
ing to Substance Abuse 
Treatment, Prevention, and 
Policy, another journal.
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You still can’t have a pony
Animals might not make the best presents for the holidays

Choosing a bowl
Comments From the Web:

“My father often discouraged my mother’s reading 
habit, and I think it was because he was 

threatened by her intelligence. She had multiple 
degrees compared to his ‘almost’ degree which he 

never completed.”
Posted on the Nov. 24 column — 

“Let’s talk about chicks, man: Chicks man…”

Which bowl would you like to 
see the Cowboys attend? 

Vote now at ocolly.com.

O’Collegian Web Exclusives

The O’Colly is looking for blog-
gers. So, if you lead an interesting 

life or can at least make it sound like 
you do, apply in Paul Miller 108.

So you think you can blog?

Puppies and kittens might 
be cute and cuddly, but they 
might not make the best 
gifts.

Leah Hinson, the general 
manager of PETCO, said 
that historically, more ani-
mals are adopted around the 
holidays.

Usually more cats than 
dogs are adopted, but people 
have also adopted snakes and 
birds to give as gifts, Hinson 
said. People think giving a 
pet is a cute gift idea, but 
many times it doesn’t work, 
she said.

“Unfortunately, there are 
times when there is not a 
lot of thought put into the 
adoption,” she said.

Heidi Slaughter, an agri-
culture communication se-
nior, has received two pup-
pies as presents.

She said her husband gave 
her one and her parents gave 
her the other one as a birth-
day present.

Slaughter said it was a good 
idea for her and she loves her 
puppy, but she thinks it de-
pends on the person.

“I don’t think it’s for ev-
eryone,” she said. “If you 
don’t want it and can’t take 
care of it then I don’t think 
it’s a good idea.”

Hinson said the best way 
to know if it will be a good 
gift idea is to make sure the 
potential owner wants a pet. 
She said if people do not 
want to spoil the surprise, 
they should ask secret ques-
tions to find out if it’s what 

the recipient wants.
PETCO also has people 

go through a lengthy applica-
tion process before adopting 
so there is a better chance of 
a successful adoption, Hin-
son said. This is done be-
cause pets have been taken 
back to PETCO after a few 
weeks when the owners real-
ized they could not handle it 
or didn’t really want the pet, 
Hinson said.

“People need to be re-
sponsible and take the pet 
into consideration,” she said. 
“It’s a lot of stress on the ani-
mal, taking it home for a few 
weeks and then bringing it 
back.”

Blaine Wardius, a busi-
ness management junior, has 
given a dog as a present, but 
also does not recommend it 
for other people.

He said he gave his ex-
girlfriend a Rottweiler for 
Christmas, but now said he 
wishes she didn’t have the 
dog.

“Everyone I have talked 
to that has given a pet as a 
gift — it has backfired on 
them,” he said. 

“The problem is the pet 
staying here because I have 
a Lab, and the Rott tried to 
eat him. 

“I really wish she would 
get rid of him or let her par-
ents take him until she gets 
out of school.”

Still, Hinson said giving 
a pet as a present can be a 
good idea. 

“We have to make sure 
we’re mature and respon-
sible,” she said. “It’s a won-
derful idea as long as the 
research is done.”

By allison mccartney
Senior Staff Writer
news@ocolly.com

Mitch AlcAlA/O’collegian
sarah lee, a labrador retriever-australian shepherd mix, waits to be adopted at the Humane society of stillwater. During the holidays, the Hu-
mane society hopes to have many of the animals they are housing get adopted to loving families.

Degree program changes on the rise as students switch, add majors

Photo illustration by thOMAS hAyS/O’collegian
the majority of college students who begin their freshman year thinking they know what they want to do 
end up changing their mind in the course of their college career.

PreStOn BezAnt/O’collegian
Jena mitchell, an accounting junior, has a busy schedule with her so-
rority, school and social life. she is one of many students who might 
be stressing during this time of year to complete schoolwork and ful-
fill other obligations.

Stress levels 
higher than GPA?

Students make major 
changes during college, 
including changing their 
majors.

A growing number of 
students change their ma-
jors every semester, and 
students who do are find-
ing that it is an easy and 
painless process.

“There is an increase in 
program changes, which 
includes adding and chang-
ing majors and minors, each 
month,” associate registrar 
Rita Peaster said. “So we 
have developed new forms 

for each college so things 
will run a lot easier.”

The registrar’s office 
processed about 1,800 pro-
gram changes in October. 
There were about 1,200 
program changes in No-
vember.

There is also a trend 
with students going for 
more complicated majors, 
Peaster said.

“We have some students 
signing up for minors, sec-
ond minors, second degrees 
and even a few declare third 
degrees,” Peaster said.

Sophomore Jon Mc-
Down said he switched 
from mechanical engineer-

ing to business financing 
during his freshman year.

“It was easy, they just 
handed me a folder, I 
walked down to the busi-
ness college and everything 
went pretty smoothly from 
there,” McDown said.

McDown is just start-
ing to take specific ma-
jor classes, so his time in 
school was not extended.

“I just decided to go in a 
different direction with my 
career and I like my major 
and my classes a lot more 
then what I had,” he said.

See DRUGS PaGe 4

 Students on drugs 
— to help studying

See STReSS PaGe 4

See MaJOR PaGe 5

By HannaH Hanley
Staff Writer
news@ocolly.com

By Brooke FeacHen
contributing Writer
news@ocolly.com

By cHris Perry
contributing Writer
news@ocolly.com

cowboys play — minus one
Also: assistant football coach to    
                     leave osU
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By Matt Johnson

Entertainment Writer

When a band that has been around for 
less than a year is compared to musical 
acts such as Lenny Kravitz and Stevie 
Ray Vaughan, it gets people’s attention.

That is what Jonathan Tyler and the 
Northern Lights have done.

Since forming in January, the band has 
recorded an album titled “Hot Trottin’,” 
signed a recording contract with Atlantic 
records and garnered attention playing 
shows in its hometown of Dallas.

The band will play in Stillwater for a 
show with local band Taddy Porter at 
Dirty’s Tavern tonight at 8. Admission is 
$7.

The band’s front man, Jonathan Tyler, 
took some time to answer a few ques-
tions for the Daily O’Collegian.

O’Collegian: How did you get your 
start in music?

Jonathan Tyler: When I was 13 I got 
my first guitar.  I was a little skateboarder 
at the time, but I gave that up and pretty 
much started playing music all the time 
after that.

OC: How would you describe your 
band’s sound?

JT: I would say that it’s a mixture of 
soul and rock music.

OC: Who are some of your biggest in-
fluences?

JT: A lot of old bands. 

The Rolling Stones, Jimi Hendrix, The 
Beatles, Led Zeppelin — I think those 
bands were the most influential on us.

OC: Where did you come up with the 
name Jonathan Tyler and the Northern 
Lights?

JT: There wasn’t really much behind 
it.  

We just thought it was nice … I don’t 
even know.

 OC: How do feel about playing up 
here in Oklahoma?

JT: I’m from Texas and there’s always 
been this rivalry between the two states, 
but I really like playing in Oklahoma.  

It’s a lot better than a lot of the other 
states that we go to.  

We’re still just in the early stages of 
touring in Oklahoma and there will be 
more to come after this too.  

And plus Taddy Porter is from there 
and they’re a great band to play with 
too.

OC: What do you enjoy about playing 
in Oklahoma?

JT: What I really love about Okla-
homa is it really has a Southern feel to 
it, and I love the South, but in the cities 
there’s still a lot going on.

OC: What would you say to the OSU 
students who might come to your show?

JT: We aren’t boring, and we try to 
have fun.  It’s going to be a good time.  

If you don’t have anything to do, come 
on out.

Aurora Borealis has nothing 
on this Texas band.

Jonathan Tyler and the 
Northern Lights

By Lara Vogt

Entertainment Writer

It seems you can’t get your 
entertainment without the 
annoyance of several ads 
thrown into your program. 

Whether you’re watching 
TV, at the movie theater or 
even watching something 
online, there are always com-
mercials. 

Some find them inappro-
priate and annoying and are 
left wondering if they can 
just be skipped.

Elementary education ju-
nior Destiny Murray said she 
channel surfs when watching 
TV to avoid commercials. 

“Commercials piss me off. 
I don’t like them at all,” Mur-
ray said. 

She said she thought they 
should be shown only so of-
ten during a broadcast to 

allow for bathroom breaks, 
and never during movies. 

Architecture freshman 
Christopher Huber said he 
doesn’t like commercials 
interrupting his favorite 
shows. 

“I just want to watch them 
all the way through. So for 
those shows I use Tivo so I 
can skip through the com-
mercials,” Huber said. 

Public Relations junior 
Mandi Fleishman said that 
long commercials make her 
mad. 

“I like hearing about new 
products,” she said.  

“But I do not feel like most 
of my time watching televi-
sion should be dedicated to 
just seeing commercials.” 

Fleishman said she records 
shows to allow for fast for-
warding through commer-
cials, especially when it came 

to the Super Bowl.
It seems commercials are 

more frequent during the 
holidays because it is shop-
ping time.

“Commercials really don’t 
piss me off. I actually enjoy 
them around the holiday 
seasons because they give 
me great gift ideas,” history 
sophomore Courtney Webb 
said. 

However, that online com-
mercials did annoy her and 
she said they were too long 
and pointless. 

Biological sciences sopho-
more Morenike Ayodele 
said she doesn’t mind com-
mercials if they were funny, 
but doesn’t approve of some 
commercials. 

“I don’t approve of adult 
materials being displayed on 
television,” Ayodele said.

Many have their own ideas 

about what makes a good 
commercial and what would 
it take to make them more 
acceptable and watchable. 

Murray said she likes com-
mercials that are funny and 
fast.

“I like the Geico, Cingular 
and Carl’s Junior commer-
cials. They are all funny,” she 
said.

Webb said she likes the 
iPod or iPhone commercials 
because they are “quick, get 
to the point, and have lots of 
color.” 

Huber likes commercials 
that feature celebrities and 
are well thought out. 

“A good commercial is 
good when it gets the view-
ers attention,” he said.

“It uses certain visuals that 
appeal to the viewer. I like 
commercials that are funny 
and relate to me, a teenager. 

I like the Bud Light commer-
cials because they use funny 
jokes and talk about being a 
man.” 

Ayodele said she likes 
commercials that are relat-
able and funny. 

“I was a fan of the ‘Wassup’ 
commercials,” she said. 

“I love to watch movie 
previews, and the tobacco 

commercials are meaningful 
and educational.”

Commercials are getting 
bigger and better to keep up 
with our fast-paced world

They are relatable and 
most are infused with humor 
to catch your attention. 

It seems even people most 
critical of commercials have 
their favorites. 

Skip it — even the humorous and relatable can get old

DEa CarpitChEr/Daily O’Collegian
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“Santa! i know him!” — Buddy the Elf

“after i sold my books back 
to the bookstore, i hired a 
ping pong expert to help 
me improve my game.”

pre-finals week buyback hours
student union

mon-fri    8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

finals week buyback hours
student union

mon-wed     8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
thurs-fri     8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

sat   10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
multi-modal facility & kerr-drummond

mon-fri     9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
the reserve apartments on perkins

mon-thurs   10 a.m. to 5p.m.

LOS ANGELES (AP)  — 
In broadcasting the world’s 
first live 3-D football game 
to theaters in Los Angeles, 
New York and Boston on 
Thursday evening, the NFL 
promises an “up close, per-
sonal, visceral” experience 
that could open a new rev-
enue stream for the league.

The screenings for team 
owners, producers and jour-
nalists will use technology 
developed by 3ality Digital, a 
Burbank, Calif.-based com-
pany whose major investor 
is the family of Art Modell, 
owners of the Baltimore Ra-
vens from 1996 to 2004.

“We are merely doing a 
test for our friends at the 
NFL to show them defini-
tively that this digital 3-D 
technology is now,” said 
David Modell, 47, former 
Ravens president and chair-

man of 3ality. 
“This is not something 

we’re hoping will happen. 
This is now.”

Eight 3-D camera crews 
will sidle up to 2-D coun-
terparts to catch the game 
between the Oakland Raid-
ers and San Diego Chargers 
Thursday evening. 

The 2-D crews will work 
on behalf of the NFL Net-
work, while the 3-D crews 
will work for the test broad-
cast, which will have its own 
commentators. 

3-D viewers must don po-
larized lenses to see the ac-
tion.

“All this right now is an 
experiment,” said Howard 
Katz, the National Football 
League’s senior vice presi-
dent of broadcasting and 
media operations. 

“It’s a proof of concept. 

We just want to get an 
idea of what our game would 
look like in 3-D. Anything 
beyond that is just specula-
tion,” Katz said.

A transition to regular 
broadcasts of 3-D sports 
events is not expected soon.

David Hill, the chief ex-
ecutive of Fox Sports Tele-
vision Group, said at a 3-D 
entertainment conference 
in Los Angeles on Tues-
day that equipment mak-
ers would have to finance 
a large-scale rollout of 3-D 
cameras for sports events 

because broadcasters are 
still paying for the conver-
sion to high-definition.

“The people who make 
money off it are going to 
have to subsidize it,” Hill 
said. 

“I can’t see making a move 
into 3-D until a good 

fairy comes flapping 
into 

my office with a check.”
By the end of 2008, an 

estimated 2 million U.S. 
TV sets will be capable of 
handling 3-D signals, about 
2 percent of the nation’s 
estimated 114.5 million TV 
homes.

Get out your polarized specs — NFL’s in 3-D

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — A veteran star being saluted 
by a bunch of hot new ones — Alan Jackson knows this can 
be trouble.

But in his case, Country Music Television’s “CMT Giants: 
Alan Jackson” (9 p.m. EST Saturday) doesn’t signal a changing 
of the guard just yet.

At 50, Jackson remains a reliable hitmaker, even though he 
probably has guitar picks older than Taylor Swift and some of 
the other artists honoring him.

“Typically, your career is over or you’re dead before they do 
something like this, so I’m very lucky to have it at this point,” 
said the easygoing singer, who had a pair of No. 1 singles from 
his latest album, “Good Time.”

Still, there’s no escaping that Jackson has become an el-
der. 

The word “influence” was tossed around a lot when the 
show was taped in October at the Ryman Auditorium with 
performers including Swift, George Strait, Brad Paisley, Mar-
tina McBride, Dierks Bentley, Miranda Lambert and Lee 
Ann Womack.

Hank Williams Jr., George Jones and Jackson’s wife, De-
nise, were also on hand, as were President George W. Bush, 
Diane Sawyer and Carrie Underwood by videotape.

“I’d say Hank Williams Jr. and Alan Jackson are the two 
guys whose music really resonated with me,” said Bentley, 
who recalled seeing Jackson in concert when he was 18.

“As a songwriter, anytime I’m looking for inspiration musi-
cally, all I’ve got to do is listen either to an old Alan Jackson 
record or get hold of whatever new Alan Jackson record is 
out there, and it reminds me of why I wanted to do this,” 
said Paisley, who performed Jackson’s hit “It’s Five O’clock 
Somewhere.”

It was tough to tell how Jackson felt about the attention. 
Even on a normal day, he always seems painfully shy for a guy 
in his line of work. 

“When they first came to me and said they wanted to do 
a show about giants, I thought it was because I was so tall,” 
he joked.

He credited wife Denise for keeping him grounded (“She 
knew me when I was nobody, and she still speaks to me that 
way”) and he appeared humbled by all the kind words.

“It’s an incredible honor, and kind of freaky to see all these 
people here. The president of the United States and all these 
celebrities coming together and saying all these nice things. 
It’s pretty overwhelming,” Jackson said.

‘Giant’ honor

Want to write news, features, entertainment or sports 
stories? 

Or maybe take photos?

how about design the pages of the O’Collegian? 

Or you could get paid to tell your opinion.

Apply now in the O’Collegian newsroom 
in paul Miller 108 for the spring staff. 
applications due Friday.
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Don’t want to drive all the way
to campus to sell your books back? 

Sell your books back at
The Reserve

Monday-Thursday 10 am - 5 pm
Finals Week

OSU student Andrew 
Eaton is among the 8 per-
cent who do use the drugs 
illicitly. Eaton said he uses 
prescription drugs, includ-
ing Adderall, to help him 
study.

Stimulant prescription 
has increased more than 
40 percent since 1993, ac-
cording to a report in the 
Journal of American Col-
lege Health. Stimulants are 
the fourth most prescribed 
drug in the United States, 
according to the Drug En-
forcement Agency.

Adderall, which is used 
to treat attention-deficit 
hyperactivity disorder, 
attention-deficit disorder 
and narcolepsy, has become 
a common drug on college 
campuses. Eaton said he has 
a prescription for the drug, 
but has none of these medi-
cal conditions — its only 
approved uses in the United 
States.

“I went to the doctor 
and told him that I study 
for four hours and feel like 
I learned nothing,” Eaton 
said. 

“He wrote me a prescrip-
tion for Adderall on the 
spot, and I’ve been taking it 
ever since.”

The drug has varying 
effects on people, includ-
ing its ability to aid study 
habits, said Barry Herman, 
a pharmacist at Razook’s 
Drug.

“(The effect) varies from 
person to person,” Herman 
said. “It helps people that 
have ADD, but someone 
who doesn’t have ADD; 
I don’t know how well it 
would help.”

Some users of the drug, 
like Eaton and fellow OSU 
student Cal McMahon, dis-
agree with Herman’s assess-
ment of Adderall’s effects. 
They said the drugs help all 
students with their concen-
tration.

“I struggled in high 
school with my grades, so I 
got a prescription to Adder-
all when I came to college,” 
McMahon said. “I’ve had a 
4.0 grade point average for 
my first two semesters of 
college.”

A total of 58 percent of 
lifetime Adderall users said 
they used the drugs to in-
crease concentration and 43 
percent said they used the 
drugs to increase alertness, 
according to a study in Sub-
stance Abuse Treatment, 
Prevention, and Policy.

The drug is considered 
addictive, but few cases of 
addiction have been linked 
to the use of Adderall.

“For some people, it could 
be addictive,” Herman said. 
“That’s why it is a C2: be-

cause it has a high potential 
for abuse.”

C2 is a term used by the 
National Association of 
Pharmacy Regulatory Au-
thorities to rank the ad-
dictiveness of prescription 
medication. C2 means that 
the drug is mentioned in 
the Controlled Drugs and 
Substances Act and in Part 2 
of the Food and Drugs Act.

“I don’t think that stu-
dents become addicted to 
Adderall,” Eaton said. 

“It seems more likely 
that students will become 
addicted to the tasks that 
they can accomplish while 
on the drug. It truly is a 
miracle drug for a stressed 
and overwhelmed college 
student.”

Students who illicitly use 
prescription drugs are more 
likely to engage in binge 
drinking, mixing alcohol 
with prescription drugs, use 
tobacco and engage in some 
other type of drug use, ac-
cording to a University of 
Ohio study.

The most likely users are 
“males that abide by a fra-
ternity college lifestyle,” 
according to the Substance 
Abuse Treatment, Preven-
tion, and Policy report.

However, the dangers of 
the drugs reach further than 
just the tendency to engage 
in other risky behaviors; the 
drugs can cause emotional 
liability, anxiety and other 
medical issues. 

About 25 emergency 
room deaths per year are 
associated with  illicit pre-
scription drug use, accord-

ing to the report.
The most evident dan-

ger associated with the use 
of Adderall is its increasing 
availability to students who 
don’t have a prescription to 
it. It has become a popular 
drug sold on many college 
campuses.

Cody Thompson, another 
OSU student and occasion-
al user of Adderall, said the 
drug is easily attainable for 
students without a prescrip-
tion. Although Thompson 
has a prescription, he said 
he could easily find the drug 
if he needed it.

“I’ve run out of my pre-
scription before and didn’t 
have time to get it filled 
before I needed to study,” 
Thompson said. 

“It’s a fairly simple drug 

to get if you know where to 
look. People know that the 
demand for the drug is high 
so they are going to try to 
sell it.”

Preventing the spread of 
the “study drug” epidemic 
is critical, according to the 
Substance Abuse Treat-
ment, Prevention, and Pol-
icy report. 

It suggests those who have 
legal prescriptions to the 
drugs, such as people with 
ADD and ADHD, should 
be more closely monitored 
to ensure they are not dis-
tributing the drugs to those 
not prescribed to them, ac-
cording to the report.

Herman said he disagrees 
that the spread of the drug 
is on the rise. He said that 
Razook’s Drug fills fewer 

prescriptions than in the 
past.

“It is used quite a bit, but 
I don’t think we use it as 
much as we used to,” Her-
man said.

However, users of the Ad-
derall agree that they will 
continue using it as long as 
it remains available. 

Because of its effective-
ness on people with ADD 
and ADHD, it will continue 
to be a prevalent prescrip-
tion drug on the market.

“As long as I have a pre-
scription to Adderall, I will 
continue to use it to aid my 
studying,” McMahon said. 
“It has done wonders for 
me since I came to college 
and if it helps me with my 
grades, I don’t see why I 
would quit taking it.”

Fifty-four percent of 
Americans are concerned 
about the levels of stress 
in their everyday lives and 
two-thirds say they are 
likely to seek help for stress, 
according to the American 
Psychological Association.

Studies in the past years 
produced results that help 
people cope with differ-
ent types of stress, but re-
searches continue to search 
to improve these stress 
management tactics.

Stress is categorized by 
what is good or bad for 
each person; traumatic ac-
cidents, deaths, emergency 
situations, serious illness or 
diseases are known to cause 
stress, according to the Na-
tional Women’s Health In-
formation Center.

Stress is also associated 
with daily life, the work-
place and family responsi-
bilities. Some early signs of 
stress include, headache, 
sleep disorders, difficulty 
concentrating, short tem-
per, upset stomach, job dis-
satisfaction, low morale, de-
pression and anxiety.

In addition to studying as 
a full-time student, Mitch-
ell is active on campus. She 

is active in her social soror-
ity, was one of the directors 
for 2008 Homecoming, is a 
member of the Delta Sigma 
Pi business fraternity, has 
participated in Relay for 
Life and interns at the Still-
water Community Center 
on Tuesday and Thursday 
afternoons. 

Even though Mitchell 
juggles all of this, she said 
she handles her stress well.

“My stress levels are fairly 
low right now, somewhere 
around a three or four, but 
if you would have asked 
me a few weeks ago dur-
ing Homecoming, I would 
have told you around a 10,” 
Mitchell said. “Being one 
of the directors of Home-
coming was very stressful. 
Whenever I started to feel 
overwhelmed, I turned to 
my friends and other direc-
tors for help.”

The No. 1 factor of stress 
is time, and the reason 
stress is high among college 
students is because they are 
trying to figure out what 
type of time management 
works for them. This is es-
pecially difficult for fresh-
men because they have to 
deal with leaving home for 

the first time and balancing 
school and social priorities.

Max Kelton, a visiting 
professor in the political 
science department, said he 
can tell when a student is 
under a great deal of stress.

“I can tell, especially in 

upper division courses and 
when the class size is small,” 
Kelton said. “Bigger classes 
are harder to gauge, and so 
are freshmen because they 
are so new to college work.”

Kelton said when a 
student gets behind, it’s eas-

ier to straiten things out if 
the student cares; students 
who don’t care or put forth 
much effort are harder to 
work with.

“Students need to build 
relationships with their 
professors,” Kelton said. 
“Teachers want to help stu-
dents but cannot do so if 
they do not build a relation-
ship with us.”

OSU realizes how much 
stress is put on college stu-
dents, especially freshmen, 
and developed resources for 
the students to access when 
their stress levels are at a 
high. 

Bill Gentry, OSU Sere-
tean Wellness Center co-
ordinator, puts on stress 
management workshops 
for students throughout the 
year. 

OSU also offers an online 
safety library, where many 
articles can be found on 
how to manage stress and 
college life. 

Many of the stress man-
agement workshops and 
articles OSU provide, teach 
students ways to manage 
time efficiently and priori-
tize their responsibilities. 

Forrest Hunt, a landscape 

architecture freshman, said 
he is under a great deal of 
stress but handles it fairly 
well.

“I think things have been 
more stressful for me be-
cause I am so far away from 
home,” Hunt said. 

“I am from Pennsylvania 
and sometimes I can get re-
ally home sick. My classes 
seem to take up a good 
majority of my time, and I 
struggle a lot in my biology 
class. I feel like that class 
causes a lot of my stress be-
cause it requires so much 
time and energy.”

Hunt says instead of 
dealing with stress he just 
ignore it until it goes away. 
He admits that this is prob-
ably a bad way to deal with 
his stress.

College students need to 
be careful and seek help if 
their stress levels get to an 
extreme high; Dr. Karen 
Holland, a pediatrician at 
the Medical Surgical Clinic 
in Irving, said stress is com-
mon for college students. 

She said students need to 
realize how important it is 
to manage their stress levels 
and use the resources the 
school provides to them.

File photo
Stimulant prescription has increased more than 40 percent since 1993, according to a report in the Journal 
of American College Health.  Many students are using these drugs to help improve concentration.

“I went to the 
doctor and 
told him that I 
study for four 
hours and feel 
like I learned 
nothing.”

Andrew eAton 
OSU student

Drugs:
From Page 1 Study drugs could lead to addiction

MCT Direct
time is the leading cause of stress.  Many college students struggle 
with time management, especially during their freshman year.

More than half of Americans concerned about stressstress:
From Page 1

Need to get paid? The O’Colly is accepting applications 
for Spring 2009
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Daily Horoscope
BY JACQUELINE BIGAR
HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Thursday, Dec. 4, 2008:
This year, be more in touch with your personal needs than in the past. 
Family and domestic matters take a higher priority. You also might be 
spending money on property or another type of real estate investment. 
You will tend to buy many little gifts for loved ones, and you will tend 
to overindulge or spend too much. Keep tabs on your spending. If you 
are single, you will meet someone through your immediate friends 
or family. Use care not to allow this bond to develop into a live-in 
relationship too quickly. If you are attached, your relationship benefits 
from plenty of time alone together. Remember that people, including 
you, constantly change. The process of getting acquainted is continual! 
PISCES can be an anchor or an albatross.
    
The Stars Show the Kind of Day You’ll Have: 5-Dynamic; 4-Positive; 
3-Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult
    
ARIES (March 21-April 19)*** Know when to pull back. Sometimes 
not pushing so hard can make a bigger impact than being so hands-
on. Know when to think carefully and take in new information. Your 
instincts work with a boss or someone you look up to. Tonight: Listen to 
your inner voice.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20)***** Where your friends are is where 
you want to be. News from a distance comes your way. How you deal 
with others might need some adjusting. A meeting could prove to be 
instrumental, causing you to refocus your attention. Tonight: Where 
your friends are.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20) ***** Your thoughtfulness pays off in 
multiples, allowing you to know which way to go when facing a deci-
sion or accepting responsibility. Investigate opportunities that come up. 
Tonight: So many choices.
CANCER (June 21-July 22)***** Look at the big picture and prepare 
to act on what you see. You discover that if you can pull yourself away, 
you’ll gain a whole new perspective. Be willing to listen to a partner 
who means well yet has another point of view all together. Tonight: 
What would relax your mind?
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)***** Work with a key individual. Also deal 
with people on a one-on-one level. You might be surprised by what 
happens when you give people that type of attention. Be careful with 
an associate who might be a bit too much of an admirer. Tonight: Spend 
time with a favorite person.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)***** Let others assume the role they want. 
Instead of them telling you how much better they could handle a matter 
than you, let them find out what this responsibility means in reality. 
There is no better teacher than experience. Tonight: Just don’t be alone.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)**** Focus on the job or task at hand. You 
easily could be distracted, but consider how much you could accomplish 
if you simply focus. A family member wants to pitch in and make your 
life easier. Ask yourself why not. Tonight: Choose something relaxing.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)**** Listen to news that heads in your 
direction with keen interest, as it will impact you. A child or loved one 
plays a much more dynamic role than planned. Let your imagination 
flow. Tonight: Think “weekend”! Get a head start.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)**** Complete as much as you can 
from home or your immediate workspace. Though it might be tempting 
to strut right on out and do your thing, stay close to home. Be careful 
with spending right now - you could be sorry later. Tonight: Happy at 
home.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)***** Make a point of seeking out 
others. Schedule meetings; ask for opinions; return calls. You find that 
good news naturally heads in your direction, especially as you are so 
calm and centered. Creativity flourishes. Tonight: Hang out.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)*** Be aware of what you have to offer, 
be it an artistic talent, unique friendship or the ability to sleuth through a 
problem. Remember, not everything is measured through finances. Use 
care with someone you meet today. Tonight: Do a little shopping.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)***** Your energy picks up early on. 
With the help of vitality, ideas and the good will of others, isn’t it time 
to move a situation or project forward? Someone expresses his or her 
caring in a fun manner. Tonight: Whatever makes the Fish happy.  
BORN TODAY
Actress Lillian Russell (1860), actor Jeff Bridges (1949), Spanish leader 
Francisco Franco (1892)
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Sudoku  By The Mepham Group

Solution to Wednesday’s puzzle
Complete the 
grid so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box 
(in bold borders)
contains every
digit 1 to 9.
For strategies 
on how to solve
Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk.

© 2008 The Mepham Group. Distributed by Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.

Level: 1 2 3 4

What happened to the four 
TreadCl imbers in the Colvin Center?

Compiled by Peter Wood

But the TreadClimbers, hy-
brids of treadmills and stair 
climbers, were removed be-
cause they were too costly to 
maintain, the campus recre-
ation director said. 

Colvin Center Director 
Kent Bunker said the ma-
chines required consistent 
mechanical attention because 
they were used so much.

Bunker also said the com-
pany that makes the Tread-
Climbers ordered a recall. 

The Colvin Center brought 
different equipment to replace 
the recalled machines. 

Bunker said the Colvin 
Center would consider buy-
ing the TreadClimbers again 
if the company resolves the 
mechanical problems.

Bunker said gym-goers can 
find alternatives to the Tread-
Climbers while they’re gone, 
such as Treadmills and stair-
cases.

We know Treadmi l ls  and stair 
machines just  aren’t  the same.  

the informer

MCt dIreCt
Students might have noticed the absence of the pop-
ular TreadClimbers in the Colvin Center.  

Have you ever seen something that made you wonder “What’s up with that?!” Send your questions to theinformer@

ocolly.com and we’ll do our best to answer them.

Junior Hunter Roper 
went from architecture, 
business and pre-med ma-
jors, to financial market-
ing at the beginning of his 
sophomore year.

“I just tried to find some-
thing I enjoyed doing and 
that I felt like I was sup-
posed to be,” he said.

Roper said he is a little 
less than one semester be-
hind because some of his 
classes wouldn’t transfer.

“I got a 4.0 that first se-
mester in business college, 
and I loved it,” he said. “I’m 
doing well, I enjoy all my 
classes, and I got everything 
on track.”

Academic advisers can 
help students who don’t 
know what they want to 
do.

“If we have students who 
don’t know what they want 
to do, we start them off by 
looking at a list of majors, 
and have them pick three 

or four that sound inter-
esting,” said Keely James, 
the interim director for the 
College of Arts and Sci-
ences. “Then we narrow it 
down from there by looking 
at each picked major more 
closely.”

Students struggling to 
decide on a major are sent 
to the University Career 
Resource Center in 308 Stu-
dent Union.

“The career test asks you 
what you like, your values 
and your personality type,” 
James said.

“Students often times 
think that if they find out 
what they don’t want to do, 
then it’s a waste. But it is 
just as important to find out 
what you don’t want to do, 
then to find out what you 
do want,” James said. 

“So if you want to change 
your major, we’ll be there 
to help you out with every-
thing.”

Major:
From Page 1

Advisers helpful 
with degree changes

NEW YORK (AP) — 
More than 400 years after 
Danish astronomer Tycho 
Brahe challenged established 
wisdom about the heavens 
by analyzing a strange new 
light in the sky, scientists say 
they’ve finally nailed down 
just what he saw.

It’s no big surprise. Scien-
tists have known the light 
came from a supernova, a 
huge star explosion. But what 
kind of supernova?

A new study confirms that, 
as expected, it was the com-
mon kind that involves the 
thermonuclear explosion of a 
white dwarf star with a near-
by companion.The research, 
which analyzed a “light echo” 
from the long-ago event, is 
presented in Thursday’s issue 
of the journal Nature by sci-

entists in Germany, Japan and 
the Netherlands.

The story of what’s com-
monly called Tycho’s super-
nova began on Nov. 11, 1572, 
when Brahe was astonished 
to see what he thought was a 
brilliant new star in the con-
stellation Cassiopeia. The 
light eventually became as 
bright as Venus and could be 
seen for two weeks in broad 
daylight. After 16 months, it 
disappeared.

Working before telescopes 
were invented, Brahe docu-
mented with precision that 
unlike the moon and the plan-
ets, the light’s position didn’t 
move in relation to the stars. 
That meant it lay far beyond 
the moon. That was a shock 
to the contemporary view 
that the distant heavens were 

perfect and unchanging.
The event inspired Brahe 

to commit himself further 
to studying the stars, launch-
ing a career of meticulous 
observations that helped 
lay the foundations of early 
modern astronomy, said Mi-
chael Shank, a professor of 
the history of science at the 
University of Wisconsin in 

Madison.
The direct light from 

the supernova swept past 
Earth long ago. But some 
of it struck dust clouds in 
deep space, causing them to 
brighten. That “light echo” 
was still observable, and 
the new study was based on 
analyzing the wavelengths of 
light from that.

Study illuminates star explosion

MCt direct
These images show the birth of supernova Sn 2008D Jan. 9, 2007, 90 
million light years away in the constellation Lynx. Astronomers were 
studying an older supernova, Sn 2007uy, when the new one exploded. 
An X-ray image is on the left. The right image shows how it appeared in 
ultra-violet light a few days later.

Need a fun way 
to make money?
Work for the o’Colly.

Applications 
available for 
Spring 2009

Apply by Friday in 
106 Paul Miller. 
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OnDeck
Dec. 4 — M Basketball @ Washington, Seattle, Wash., 10 p.m.
Dec. 5 — Wrestling vs. Northern Colorado, 7 p.m.
Dec. 6 — W Basketball @ Arkansas-Little Rock, Little Rock, Ark., 7 p.m.
Dec. 7 — Wrestling @ Oklahoma, Norman, 2 p.m. 
Dec. 14 — W Basketball vs. TCU, 2 p.m. 
Dec. 14 — M Basketball @ Texas A&M-Corpus Christi, 3 p.m.

“The last 10 years have been a great time in 
my life, both professionally and personally.”
— Tommy Tuberville, who resigned Wednesday as 

Auburn’s football coach after a 5-7 season

For the second straight 
season, the Cowboys re-
turned to Stillwater hav-
ing gone 1-2 in a tourna-
ment.

But players who par-
ticipated in both tourna-
ments have different atti-
tudes about going 1-2 this 
year than doing it a season 
ago.

Last season, the Cow-
boys won their first game 
against LSU in the EA 
Sports Maui Invitational 
Tournament but lost the 
next two against Mar-
quette and Illinois. Players 
said they considered the 
tournament a disappoint-
ment.

This season, the Cow-
boys participated in the 
Old Spice Classic Tourna-
ment in Orlando, Fla. In 
the first game, the Cow-
boys matched No. 9 Gon-
zaga blow for blow until 
the last five minutes of an 
83-71 loss. 

OSU lost the second 
game to fifth-ranked 
Michigan State, 94-79.

In the last game of the 
tournament, against Siena, 
the Cowboys ended the 
tournament on a winning 
note, defeating the Saints 
77-68.

Although the records are 
the same, senior guard By-
ron Eaton said this year’s 
tournament was positive 
because it showed the re-
siliency of the team.

“In Maui, we went down 
there and won the first 
game and lost the next 
two,” Eaton said. “We 
could’ve easily laid down 
[this time] and went 0-3, 
but we showed that we 
wanted to fight.”

Because the Cowboys 
(5-2) were able to com-
pete with two top-10 op-
ponents, the players said 
they have confidence be-
cause they feel they can 
compete with any team.

“It gives us a lot of con-
fidence, especially against 
Gonzaga,” Eaton said. 
“They won the tourna-
ment, and with four or five 
minutes to go, it was a tie 
game or we was up one or 
two points.

“Once we can put a 
complete game together, 
I think we can play with 
anybody in the country.”

The players said the 
tournament was an oppor-
tunity to play against top-
tier opponents in the early 
part of the season, giving 
the Cowboys something to 

look back on to find what 
they need to improve on 
to be able to beat good op-
ponents.

Sophomore guard James 
Anderson said the team 
needs to work on playing 
the whole game and cut-
ting down on turnovers.

“It shows us that we’re 
not at our best right now, 
and there’s more that we 
can improve on,” Ander-
son said. “We got to play 
smart the whole game and 

take care of the ball more.
“Coming out of this tour-

nament, I think we’ll be 
more concerned on what 
we need to improve on and 
get out there and try and 
get to our best.”

The Cowboys will be 
back on the road again 
tonight at 10 to take on 
Washington. The Huskies 
go into the game with a 4-3 
record.

Anderson said it was 
important for the team to 
end the tournament with a 
victory because it gives the 
team some momentum go-
ing back out onto the road 
to face the Huskies.

“We was in need for a 
win,” Anderson said. “We 
didn’t wanna go 0-3 down 
there in the tournament, so 
we really needed that win 
and went out and got it.

“We needed a win before 
we went on the road and 
played, so it gave us a little 
more confidence going on 
the road to play Washing-
ton.”

The Cowboys defeated 
the Huskies last season 
96-71 in Gallagher-Iba 
Arena in the Big 12/Pac 10 
Hardwood Series.

Coach Travis Ford said 
he is concerned that the 
Huskies’ size and strength 
might cause some match 
up problems for the Cow-
boys, especially Huskies 
forward Jon Brockman.

Brockman is a 6-foot-
7, 255 pound senior who 
scored 22 points and 
grabbed 13 rebounds in the 
game last season.

“Brockman’s really, re-
ally good,” Ford said. 

“They’ve got really good 
guards. I think this is a 
team, by the end of the 
year, is gonna be a really, 
really good team — not 
that they’re not gonna be 
good Thursday night.

“They create some prob-
lems for us as far as their 
physical strength and their 
height and things like 
that.”

Spicing it up
Cowboys reflect on Old Spice Classic, hope to build 
on tournament going into Washington game tonight
By Stefan nolet
Sports Writer
sports@ocolly.com

Post player shuffle: 
Thomas’ future in 
doubt, Akol ready

The Cowboys will be 
a man down as they face 
Washington tonight.

Sophomore center 
Ibrahima Thomas did 
not travel with the bas-
ketball team to Washing-
ton, an OSU official con-
firmed, and his future at 
OSU has become the 
subject of much specula-
tion.

Multiple news 
outlets have cit-
ed anonymous 
sources as say-
ing Thomas quit 
the team Tues-
day morning, 
but these re-
ports were not 
confirmed.

Senior for-
ward Anthony Brown 
has been Thomas’ main 
backup, averaging 15.3 
minutes off the bench.

Thomas, who is from 
Senegal, has started all 
seven games for OSU 
this season, averaging 8.3 
points and 3.9 rebounds. 
In a victory against Tulsa 
on Nov. 20, he scored 18 
points and grabbed seven 
rebounds while limiting 
7-footer Jerome Jordan, 
a projected first-round 
pick, to eight points.

The 6-foot-11 Thomas 
started 27 games last year 
as a true freshman.

Until Monday, Thomas 
had been the only Cow-
boy taller than 6-foot-8 
on the roster.

Teeng Akol, a 6-foot-
11 freshman from Sudan, 
was declared eligible and 

practiced for the first 
time Monday. 

Coach Travis Ford said 
Monday that Akol won’t 
play at Washington as he 
gets into playing shape, 
but he was pleased to see 
Akol be able to join the 
team.

“I’m happier for him 
than anything because 
he’s worked his tail off 
to get to this point,” 

Ford said. “He 
brings shot 
blocking abil-
ity and things 
like that.”

Ford spoke 
Monday of us-
ing Akol as a 
co m p l e m e n t 
to Thomas, 
though that 
role could 

change now.
“It will allow us to 

play to play Thomas a 
little bit at the forward 
so Thomas doesn’t have 
to guard these big, huge 
guys and get into foul 
trouble every game,” 
Ford said.

Senior guard Terrel 
Harris said Monday that 
Akol will give OSU a 
boost.

“He’s got game; he’s 
not all sticks and bones,” 
Harris said. “He’s big and 
tall and blocks shots and 
he’s pretty aggressive for 
his size. He’s not too big, 
but he’s still aggressive. 

“He’ll go in there and 
dunk on you; he don’t 
mind dunking. He has 
a little mid-range game. 
He has some skills, so he 
can help us.”

From Staff Reports

Thomas

MiChAeL BeveRS/O’Collegian
Senior guard terrel Harris goes up for a dunk. Harris leads the Cowboys with 17.4 points per game and has 
the highest 3-point field goal percentage in the Big 12 with .533. Harris and the Cowboys play Washington 
tonight at 10 but will be without starting center Ibrahima thomas, who did not travel with the team.

“once we can 
put a complete 
game 
together, I 
think we can 
play with 
anybody in the 
country.”

Byron eaton, oSU 
senior point guard

OSU defensive coordi-
nator Tim Beckman will be 
named coach at the Uni-
versity of Toledo 
today, according 
to multiple news 
outlets.

Toledo called 
a press confer-
ence for today 
at noon Cen-
tral time to an-
nounce Beck-
man as the 
Rockets’ new 
football coach, the Toledo 
Blade first reported.

He will replace Tom Am-
stutz, who resigned after a 
3-9 season.

Beckman, 43, is in his 

second year as the Cow-
boys’ defensive coordina-
tor. OSU went from 10th 
to fifth in the Big 12 in 
scoring defense during 

Beckman’s ten-
ure.

B e c k m a n 
was previously 
the secondary 
coach at Ohio 
State, where he 
coached in a na-
tional champion-
ship game before 
coming to the 
Cowboys.

He has experience in 
the Mid-American Con-
ference, having been the 
defensive coordinator at 
Bowling Green from 1998-
2004.

Beckman hired as 
Toledo head coach
From Staff Reports

Beckman
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Charlie’s Discount Drug
723 S. Walnut

624-3535
www.charliesdrug.com

Attention: This ad is SPAM free!
(And all other synthetic meats!)

Available at

225 S. Knoblock
405.377.8808

The North Face
Women’s Baby Soft

Osito Jacket

White, Black, Green & Brown

Vikings react to suspension of former OSU player Williams
By Jon KraWCzynSKI
AP Sports Writer

EDEN PRAIRIE, Minn. 
— Darren Sharper’s night-
mare has come true.

When Pro Bowl de-
fensive tackles Pat Wil-
liams and Kevin Williams 
met with the league two 
weeks ago to appeal their 
suspensions for violating 
the league’s steroid policy, 
Sharper, the Minnesota 
Vikings’ free safety, called 
the possibility of losing the 
foundation of their defense 
“a nightmare.”

Now that the league has 
upheld the suspensions, 
the first-place Vikings are 
preparing to make a four-
game playoff push without 
the Williams Wall. The 
players filed suit in Henne-
pin County District Court 
on Wednesday afternoon to 
seek a temporary restrain-
ing order to block the sus-
pensions.

“On a personal level, it 
(stinks) for them. I know 
what they’re going through,” 
said defensive end Jared Al-
len, who served a two-game 
suspension last season in 
Kansas City after multiple 
DUI arrests. “That’s why 
we’re with them. We’ve got 
their back 100 percent.”

The Williamses tested 
positive for the diuretic 
Bumetanide, which can be 
used as a masking agent 
for steroids. They hoped to 
avoid suspensions because 
the product they used, 
StarCaps, did not list it as 
an ingredient.

The league denied the 
appeal, saying it issued a 
warning about the product 
in 2006.

“They’re our teammates, 
our friends. I totally believe 
what they’ve had to say,” 
linebacker Ben Leber said. 

“That’s why I think it’s just 
unfortunate that they’ve 
had this four-game suspen-
sion handed down to them. 
I feel like their situation is 
unique. 

“Hopefully things go well 
for them the next couple 
days, and we get a different 
ruling.”

If the last-ditch effort 
to block the suspensions 
fails, the Vikings have a 
650-pound hole to fill in 
the middle of their defen-
sive line.

“Those two guys are a 
huge part of what we do 
as a defense, a huge part of 
what we do as a team,” said 
Ellis Wyms, who will step 
in as the starter for Kevin 
Williams, a former Oklaho-
ma State standout. “It’s on 
everybody on this team to 
step up. Everybody has to 
do their job a little bit bet-
ter, a little bit harder. 

“We’ll step up as a team, 
and we’ll continue to do 
what we’ve been doing, 
keep winning and get into 
the playoffs.”

The Vikings (7-5) have 
won two in a row and six 
of their past eight games to 
grab sole possession of first 
place in the NFC North for 
the first time in four years. 

They are coming off 
their most complete per-
formance of the season in a 
34-14 thumping of Chicago 
on Sunday night that in-
cluded a Williams Wall-led 
goal-line stand in the sec-
ond quarter.

And now this.
Kevin Williams is second 

on the team with 8 1/2 sacks 
and is fifth with 48 tackles. 
Pat doesn’t rack up the stats 
Kevin does, but teammates 
said he serves as the emo-
tional leader of the unit 
and is a run-stuffing demon 
on the interior.

Together, they draw the 

bulk of the attention from 
opposing offensive lines, 
making life much easier on 
the outside for Allen, who 
has 11 sacks.

With the Williamses 
suspended and end Brian 
Robison, who occasionally 
moves inside for the nickel 
package, not practicing 
after having arthroscopic 
knee surgery Tuesday, Min-
nesota was left with Wyms, 
Fred Evans and Letroy Gui-
on at tackle.

The Vikings signed 
Jimmy Kennedy, a former 
first-round draft pick who 
didn’t pan out in St. Louis, 
Chicago or Jacksonville, on 
Wednesday to add some 
depth.

“Those guys are dying to 

play,” coach Brad Childress 
said. “Unfortunately, if they 
play, they’re going to play 
because of a misfortune to 
somebody else.”

Kevin Williams was pro-
moted to defensive captain 
nine games ago when E. J. 
Henderson, a budding star 
at middle linebacker, was 
lost for the season with a 
toe injury.

Allen said the loss of 
Henderson early in the 
season showed the defense 
that it can handle adver-
sity.

“Unfortunately we’re 
used to having big blows. 
Losing E.J. was huge ear-
lier this year,” Allen said. 
“That’s part of football. We 
all know that. We can win. 

We have a good defensive 
scheme. We really do.”

Wyms and Evans have 
12 tackles between them 
this season and Guion, 21, a 
fifth-round draft pick out of 
Florida State, is the young-
est player on the team.

“Pat and Kevin are great 
defensive tackles and we 
will miss them,” Evans said. 
“But at the same time, we 
have a great defensive line 
and a great defensive line 
coach in coach Karl Dun-
bar, so we’ll just stick to 
what we do and keep it go-
ing.”

The Vikings hold a one-
game lead over Chicago in 
the NFC North. The Wil-
liamses will miss games at 
Detroit and Arizona and 

home against Atlanta and 
the New York Giants.

Although Lions quarter-
back Daunte Culpepper’s 
job figures to be easier Sun-
day without the two big 
defensive tackles staring 
him in the face, he said he 
still felt for two friends he 
got to know well during his 
time in Minnesota.

“That’s very unfortunate 
for both of those guys,” 
Culpepper said. “They’re 
both dear friends of mine, 
and I hate that for them 
because I would love to 
compete against them. 
My thoughts are definitely 
with them, and hopefully 
they handle their situations 
the right way, and I know 
they will.”

MCT DiReCT
Minnesota defensive tackle Kevin Williams, who is ninth on oSU’s all-time sacks list, makes a tackle. the nfl suspended Kevin and Pat Williams for 
the rest of the season for violating the league’s steroid policy. the players are seeking a temporary restraining order to block the suspensions.
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Classifieds
001 - Help Wanted-Clerical

TEMPORARY FULL AND part-time
positions with private accounting firm
from February through April 15th.
Prefer accounting or business majors.
Job responsibilities include data
input, document assembly, light
typing, interaction with the public.
Please send resume to:  Personnel
Department, P.O. Box 2051,
Stillwater, OK  74076.

005 - Help Wanted - General
WE PAY UP to $75 per online survey.
www.CashToSpend.com

006 - Help Wanted
7CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION
LABOR. 405-743-8200, 8-5.

ACCURATE ENVIRONMENTAL
LABORATORY

Is seeking a qualified applicant for
the following full time or part time
position:
DATA PROCESSOR/LOGIN

Salary commensurate with
education & experience. Must be
self-motivated and able to work
well with others.

Please send your resume to: 
Accurate Environmental 

Headquarters
505 S. Lowry Street
Stillwater, OK 74074

accurate@accuratelabs.com
www.accuratelabs.com

405-372-5300
405-372-5396

ACCURATE ENVIRONMENTAL
LABORATORY

is seeking a qualified applicant for
the following position.

Chemist/Lab Tech
Full-time/Part-time position
majoring in Chemistry or related
field. Salary commensurate with
education & experience. Must be
self motivated and able to work well
with others.

Please send your resume to
Accurate Environmental 

Headquarters
505 S. Lowry Street
Stillwater, OK 74074

accurate@accuratelabs.com
www.accuratelabs.com

405-372-5300
405-372-5396

COWBOYSNEEDJOBS.COM Paid
Survey Takers needed in Stillwater.
100% FREE to join. Click on surveys.

INTERWORKS, INC. HAS an
opening for a Support Technician
position.  This role will be responsible
for providing technical support to
Interworks clientele.  We are looking
for motivated individuals who are
looking for an entry level position into
the IT industry.   Knowledge of
computers and networking is a plus.
Please submit all resumes to
resumes@interworksinc.com

IT’S MORE THAN a job…
it’s an experience!

We are hiring for 2nd semester and
looking for team oriented, goal driven
full-time students that want to make a
difference for OSU!  Fun, rewarding,
energetic environment that provides
flexibility for students as well as
opportunities for advancement!
Evening work…weekends, breaks
and holidays off!  $7.00 per hour plus
bonuses.  Contact Heather Briggs via
email at hbriggs@osugiving.com and
request your employment packet
TODAY!

011 - Furniture/Household
MUST SELL! 38" Sony Wega TV.
EXECELENT condition. Moving and
have no room. 918-706-5994

015 - Mobile Homes For Rent
2 bedroom 1 bath and 3 bedroom 2
bath. All appliances included. 372-
2291

016 - Mobile Homes For Sale
For Sale: 2 mobile homes (w/horse
pasture available). 2/bedroom,
1/bath. $10,000. 405-326-8115.

017 - Houses For Rent
106 S. HUSBAND: 2-bedroom, 1-
bath, 3 blocks from Joes. 377-8740.

120 N. HUSBAND: 2-bedroom, 1-
bath, close to campus, w/d hookups.
377-8740.

2-BEDROOM, 2-LIVING AREAS, 1.5-
bath, attached garage, w/d hookups,
CH/A, fenced, near OSU, 114 W.
Scott. $640/mo, 405-269-6248.

2-BEDROOM, WASHER/DRYER.
377-2136, 762-1771.

2201 BLUESTONE: 3-BEDROOM, 2-
bath, 2-car. $690/month. 747-5330.
555 Greenbriar: 3-bedroom, 2-bath.
$675/month. 747-5330.

2301 N. DRYDEN: Almost new 3-
bedroom, 2-bath, all major
applicances, located in Lakeview
Ridge Addition. 377-8740.

3824 N. MONROE: Large 2-bedroom,
1-bath duplex. 1-car garage, w/d
hookups, fenced yard, pets ok. 377-
8740

409 S. DUNCAN: Nice 2-bedroom, 1-
bath, w/d hookups, small pets ok.
377-8740.

4719 W. 18TH. Large 3-bedroom, 2-
bath duplex. All major appliances,
close to Country Club. 377-8740.

801 W. 4TH: Large 3-bedroom, 1-
bath, 1 block from strip. w/d hookups,
all major appliances. 377-8740.

915 E. KNAPP: 3-bedroom, 1.5-bath,
new carpet, located in family
neighborhood. 377-8740.

ATTENTION! JAMES CREEK
now leasing for January 1st.
3-bedroom, 3-bath, 2-car
garage home. Starting at
$990 a month! Call 405-372-
9225. www.jamescreek.net

BOOMER LAKE. BEAUTIFUL 4-
Bedroom 2 1/2 bathroom, 2 living
areas, fireplace. 2 car garage. All
mayor appliances included. Tina 405-
880-7872

DEVIN PLACE & TEAL RIDGE.
Newly constructed 3/2/2 duplexes.
Perfect for roommates or families.
Pets ok with deposit. $950-$975.
www.devinplace. com
405-269-6327, 405-377-7773.

MOVING OUT AT semester? See the
most unbelievable 4-bedroom, 3-
bath, new home.
Appliances/washer/dryer/yard work
included. 2 level deck with cooker.
Large yard. Rob 762-9500.

NEWLY CONSTRUCTED
DUPLEXES : 1650 sq. ft.  3-bedroom,
2-bath, 2-car garage w/opener.
Kitchen appliances, many amenities.
No pets. 405-743-4641

ONE-BEDROOM HOUSE. W/D, 377-
2136 or 762-1771.

PECAN HILL DUPLEXES:
Exceptionally nice 3-bedroom, 2-bath,
2-car garage. All major appliances
including w/d & microwave. Small
pets ok. 377-8740.

TEAL RIDGE: NEWLY constructed, 3
bedroom, 3 bath room, 2 car garage,
all appliances, W/D,
Pets Ok with deposit. $850.00
One bedrooms for $285.00
405-743-7994

018 - Apartments For Rent
1 BEDROOM 124 S. Duncan $375+
deposit. 405-612-3840

MAPLE TREE APARTMENTS.
2 & 3 bedroom, 223 S. Monroe.
1 block from campus.
water/sewer paid. Totally
electric. Available January 1.
377-8740.

1 & 2 BR Apartments on 18-hole
golf course. Save gas-enjoy free
amenities in your own backyard!
Free golf, fitness center, tanning &
pool for residents. Washer & Dryer
Included. Call today 372-9910.
www.LindseyManagement.com.
EHO

116 N. HUSBAND, Cute 1-bedroom,
water/sewer paid. Close to campus.
377-8740.

219.5 S. DUCK. Studio Duplex, quiet
location across from YMCA. 377-
8740.

224.5 WEST MAPLE. 2-bedroom flat
for rent, ALL BILLS PAID, very close
to campus, washer/dryer, free
internet, 224.5 W. Maple by YMCA,
$695.00. Call 405-612-9522.

ALL BILLS PAID!!
1 & 2 bedroom available now.

Forty North
1815 N. Boomer
405-372-8545

AVAILABLE JANUARY 1ST: one
bedroom vintage or two bedroom
contemporary. Great location. 405-
743-7880.

LEASING FOR 2ND semester,
January 2009. Nice apartments close
to campus and various duplexes
starting at $375.00 Stillwater
Property, 743-2126.

NOW LEASING EFFICIENCIES, 3-
bedroom apartments, 4-bedroom
townhouses. Access to OSU Transit.
Call now for move-in specials. 405-
372-7395.

ORANGE DOOR APARTMENTS:
Large 2-bedroom, 1-bath apartments.
All major appliances, water/sewer
paid. 2-blocks from Gallagher Iba.
377-8740.

SPACIOUS 1, 2 and 3 bedrooms
apartments available.
Call for our move in specials today! 
Apartments starting at $360 per
month.
Call: 405-372-3616

THREE OAKS APARTMENTS:
Recently remodeled 1-bedroom, total
electric. Blocks from campus. 377-
8740.

018 - Apartments For Rent

UNDER CONSTRUCTION!

251 W. MILLER AVE
2 blocks from campus
Opening August 2009
Pre-lease yours today!

All-inclusive, fully furnished
Student Living

Call for amenities
405.334.9152

www.stillwaterflats.com

STILLWATER
STILLWATER, OKLAHOMA

FLATS

020 - Business Opportunities
!BARTENDING! Up  To
$300/dayTraining provided. No
experience necessary. 1-800-965-
6520 x103.

021 - Job Opportunities
Earn $1000-$3200 a month to drive
new cars with ads.
www.AdCarCity.com

024 - Roommates Wanted
2 BR, 2 bath mobile home. $275 +
1/2 bills. Room for 1 horse. 405-269-
2166

3 BEDROOM, 1.5 BATH.
$325/month, plus 1/3 bills. Furnished
living/dining. Call Angie 918-810-
3682.

FEMALE ROOMMATE WANTED to
share 3BR/3BA house.  Call 903-530-
5935 for questions.

FEMALE ROOMMATE WANTED:
Furnished, washer/dryer, utilities
paid, cable, carpet, CH/A, 2 blocks
from campus. 743-2457, leave
message if I do not answer and I will
return call. $275/month.

NEED MALE ROOMMATE to share
house. $300/month shared bills. 316-
655-0413.

ROOMMATE WANTED: FENCED
FURNISHED 3 BED HOUSE, PETS
OKAY, DSL and SATELLITE TV 
$500 MON/BILLS PAID 405-714-
3866

035 - Lost and Found

Lost: Male pit bull, child’s beloved
pet. 1-yr-old, (Blue/gray) with white
stripe up nose, white chest & socks.
Very friendly. Last seen on North
Rose Road in Glenco Thanksgiving
day. $300 Reward. 580-669-2346.

037 - Horse Stables
J AND J Farms -- Horse stables 8
miles from campus.  Stalls, stalls with
runs, pasture, or paddock board.  Full
care.  Large lit riding arena.  Trailer
parking.  405-612-3846

ROUND PEN, INDOOR
ARENA, outdoor lighted
arena, acres to ride on. Full
care and partial care
available, grass pasture also
availabe.  372-2291.

047 - Miscellaneous Services

CHEAP COMPUTER /
ELECTRONICS REPAIR: 

FREE ESTIMATES
Will also  buy /sell 

computers/laptops

405-334-2467

Dog Obedience/ Agility. Robin
Hessel. 405-747-7121.
www.stillwaterkennelclub.org

PROOFREADER, COPY EDITOR for
hire. 624-8680.

Valley View Dressage Center.
www.stillwaterdressage.org
405-747-7121

110 - Student Notices
2009-2010

WENTZ UNDERGRADUATE
SCHOLARSHIPS 

AVAILABLE 

Wentz Research Project
(40 at t $4,500 each)

Deadline--2/16/09

Wentz General Scholarships
(>100 at $2,750 each)

Deadline--3/6/09

Wentz Non-Traditional Book 
Scholarships 

(up to $1,500 each)
Deadline: 3/6/09

Applications in 
260 Student Union or 

scholardevelopment.okstate.edu

200 - Society Squares

JUST A REMINDER that 
Cowboy Angel Tree Gifts are

due back by Thursday, 
December 4th at 4pm.  Drop off
your gifts with the Angel at 060

Student Union, Information
Desk. If you have any 

questions call the NTSO 
office at 744-7508

www.
ocolly.
com
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MUSCAT, Oman (AP) — 
Ordered to get inside and 
stay down, Oregon tourist 
Clyde Thornburg heard the 
pirates’ rifle shots hit the side 
of the luxury cruise liner — 
“Pop! Pop! Pop!” — then felt 
the ship speed up to escape.

At this port north of the 
pirate-infested Gulf of Aden, 
passengers told The Associ-
ated Press on Wednesday 
they had been warned of the 
danger even before they em-
barked, and the crew used a 
device that blasted painful 
high-decibel sound waves to 
keep the marauders at bay.

The attack on the nearly 
600-foot-long cruise ship 
in the dangerous waters be-
tween Yemen and Somalia 
was the latest evidence that 
pirates have grown more 
brazen, viewing almost any 
vessel as a potential target 
— even a large luxury liner 
with hundreds of tourists on 
board.

But the assault on the 
M/S Nautica lasted only five 
minutes Sunday, and the ship 
with about 650 passengers 
and 400 crew members sped 
away quickly and was not 
seized.

“We didn’t think they 
would be cheeky enough to 
attack a cruise ship,” said 
Wendy Armitage, of Welling-
ton, New Zealand, shortly 
after disembarking for a day-
long port stop in the Omani 
capital of Muscat.

During the assault, pirates 
on one of two skiffs fired 
eight rifle shots at the ship, 
according to its American 
operator, Oceania Cruises 
Inc. The captain ordered the 
passengers inside and acceler-
ated the cruise liner quickly, 
leaving the pirates far behind 
in their 20- to 30-foot wood-
en speedboats, powered with 
twin outboard motors.

“I couldn’t see them shoot-
ing, but I heard them hitting 
the ship, ‘Pop! Pop! Pop!’” 
said Thornburg, of Bend, 
Ore. “It wasn’t really scary be-
cause the captain announced 
for the safety of everybody to 
get inside and get down, and 
by that time he was pouring 
on the coals to the ship and 
was outrunning them.”

Lynne Pincini of Austra-
lia said she was heading to a 
friend’s cabin when the or-
der came to keep their heads 
down and stay inside.

“We heard the announce-
ment, and of course we went 
straight out on the balcony to 
have a look,” she said. “It was 
like a very large speedboat. 

It was running alongside the 
boat.”

The passengers were on 
a monthlong cruise from 
Rome to Singapore, a route 
that took them through the 
Gulf of Aden between Soma-
lia and Yemen, where pirates 
have hijacked dozens of ves-
sels this year.

Cargo ships, cruise lin-
ers and other vessels use the 
route — the only access to 
the Suez Canal shortcut be-
tween East and West — un-
less they are willing to add 
weeks to the trip by traveling 
around the southern tip of 
Africa.

At the beginning of the 
journey, Nautica’s captain 
briefed the passengers on 
what the vessel could do to 
ward off pirates.

Alicia Moorehead said 
they were told the Nautica 
could outrun pirates and was 
equipped with high-pressure 
water hoses and a device that 
blasts painful sound waves at 
any bandits. 

Such devices can emit 
sounds up to 150 decibels — 
well above the normal pain 
threshold of 120 decibels — 
focused on targets several 
hundred yards away.

“We had been reassured 
that they had these ghetto 
blasters that could go through 
them. And we could outrun 
anything that they had,” Pin-
cini said.

Moorehead’s husband, 
Pat, said the crew laid out the 
water hoses before the vessel 
entered the Gulf of Aden.

“They had laid out the fire 
hoses for a high pressure re-
pellent. They never did fire 
them up, but they were ready 
for them,” said Moorehead, a 
native of Long Beach, Calif.

“I will say the crew was 
very calm. They had prepared 
for this. Every staff member 
has an assignment in case of 
an emergency, and every one 
of them did it calmly and 
quickly,” he added.

Some passengers said the 
crew used the long-range 
acoustic device to ward off 
the attack, and at least two 
passengers described hearing 
two booms after the pirates 
fired their rifles.

Oceania Cruises would 
not comment on specific 
details of the ship’s security 
other than to say the ship’s 
captain and crew used “eva-
sive maneuvers and took all 
prescribed precautions.”

Roger Middleton, author 
of a recent report on piracy 
for the London-based think 
tank Chatham House, said 
such nonlethal defenses are 
preferable to having armed 

guards on board — but their 
effectiveness is limited. Ear-
plugs can foil the sound de-
vice, for example.

The ship’s high speed and 
the difficulty of boarding 
such a large ship probably 
were the reasons the pirates 
were not successful, Middle-
ton said.

“Lots of pirate attacks fail 
... They will go for anything 
and keep trying until they get 
on board,” he said. 

“I think they see these 
things as how much money 
they get out of them. And 

lots of Western tourists is 
very valuable.”

International warships 
patrol the Gulf of Aden and 
have created a security cor-
ridor under a U.S.-led initia-
tive, but attacks on shipping 
have not abated.

In about 100 attacks off 
the Somali coast this year, 40 
vessels have been seized. 

Thirteen remain in the 
hands of pirates, including a 
Saudi supertanker filled with 
$100 million worth of crude 
and a Ukrainian ship loaded 
with 33 battle tanks.

The Daily O’Collegian Thursday, December 4, 2008  Page 9News

Maximum flexibility: Study at 
times  that work for YOU!

Internet Courses 

Lower division 
 (full semester)

A&S 4111 Job Search 
Strategies, Call # 19021, 
Sec. 603 (Begins 3/23)
(S) ANTH 2353 Gen-
eral Anthropology,             
Call # 19022, Sec 603
BOT 3463 Plant Physi-
ology, Call # 19024,  
Sec. 603
CS 1003 Computer Pro-
ficiency, Call # 19026,      
Sec. 603
ENGL 1010 Studies in 
English Composition,      
1 cr.hr.: Call # 19028, 
Sec. 603; 2 cr.hr.: Call #                   
19029, Sec. 623
ENGL 1213 Composi-
tion II, Call # 19030, 
Sec. 603
(H) ENGL 2513 Intro 
to Creative Writing,         
Call # 19031, Sec. 603
(I,S) GEOG 1113 Intro 
to Cultural Geography,    
Call # 19053, Sec. 603
(H) MUSI 2573 Intro 
to Music, Call #  19081,      
Sec. 603
(A) PHIL 1313 Logic 
and Critical Thinking, 
Call # 18985, Sec. 603
POLS 1113 Ameri-
can Government,                
Call # 19087, Sec. 603
POLS 1113 American      
Government, 12 week 
course  (begins 2/9/09) 
Call # 19088, Sec. 623
(S) SOC 1113 Intro to 
Sociology, Call # 19096, 
Sec. 603

Languages
(full semester)

FLL 1000 Mvskoke I, 
Call # 19043,  Sec. 603
FLL 1000 Mvskoke II, 
Call # 19050,  Sec. 623
FREN 1115 French I, 
Call # 19052, Sec. 603
GRMN 1115 German I,     
Call # 19077, Sec. 603
SPAN 1115 Spanish I,        
Call # 19102, Sec. 603   
SPAN 1225 Spanish II,      
Call # 19103, Sec. 603

December Intersession
All classes meet 12/15/08 - 1/2/09

(S) JB 1143 Media & 
Society (OK  for non-
majors) Call # 19078, 
Sec. 613
(I,S) GEOG 1113 Intro 
to Cultural Geography,     
Call # 19054, Sec. 613
(H) MUSI 2573 Intro 
to Music, Call # 19082,      
Sec. 613

POLS 1113 American 
Government, Call # 19089, 
Sec. 613
POLS 3683 Contem-
porary Politics & Film,               
Call # 19092, Sec. 613

Spring Semester
Upper division 

(full semester)
ENGL 3323 Technical  
Writing, Call # 19032,       
Sec. 603
(H) FLL 3103 Hispanic 
Literature in Translation, 
Call # 19051, Sec. 603     
(no knowledge of Spanish 
needed)
JB 4433 Feature Writing 
for Newspapers & Maga-
zines, Call # 19080, Sec. 
603
(D,H) MUSI 3573 
America’s Ethnic Music,           
Call # 19083, Sec. 603
POLS 3813 Aim & Scope 
of Emergency Manage-
ment, Call # 19093, Sec. 
603 (OK for non-majors) 
POLS 3683 American 
Politics in Contemporary 
Film, Call # 19090, Sec. 
603
(S) SOC 3223 Social         
Psychology, Call # 19097, 
Sec.603
(S) SOC 3523 Juvenile 
Delinquency, Call # 19097, 
Sec. 603 
SOC 4950 Gender & and 
Middle East, Call # 19099, 
Sec. 603 (OK for non-ma-
jors) 
SOC 4990 Advanced Fo-
rensics, Call # 19101, Sec. 
603 (OK for non-majors; 
requires one Saturday in 
Stillwater) 

Graduate Level
(full semester)

STAT 5013 Statistics 
for Experimenters I,             
Call # 19104, Sec. 603

STAT 5023 Statistics 
for Experimenters II,           
Call # 19105, Sec. 603

STAT 5910 Statistical 
Analysis Systems (1 cr.hr.) 
Call # 19277, Sec. 603

POLS 5383 Disaster 
Recovery, Call # 19094,    
Sec. 603 

POLS 5683 Emergency 
Mgmt & Public Policy 
in the US, Call # 19095,      
Sec. 603

FULL FULL

FULL FULL

Register NOW - before classes fill !!!
For additional information or registration forms:

http://asoutreach.okstate.edu/distance    
213 LSE l 744-5647

FULL FULL

FULL FULL

FULL FULL

FULL FULL

FULL FULL

FULL FULL
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Pastor 
Dale Barnes

New Covenant Fellowship
1110 E. McElroy, Stillwater 624-0723

www.ncfok.org: ncf@ncfok.org

CALL TO 
BE KIND!

“…He (God) is kind to the unthankful and to those who are wicked.” (Luke 
6:35 NLB) 
 
In the context of this scripture, Jesus is telling us that we are to be like this.  
Can you imagine it!  This is so different then most of us usually act.  The 
tendency is to be impatient with others, but God is different. We are called 
to live like children of God for that is the way he is; very kind and 
patient.  He makes it clear that if we are kind to those who are kind to us 
that is not anything unusual.  Everyone does that!  To be kind to the 
undeserving is truly different.
 
Jesus said, “Let your light shine before men that they may see your good 
works and glorify your Father in heaven.”  Good works are the conduits for 
the light to shine through.  It seems the light shines the brightest when it is 
dark.  The stars are very bright, not in the well lighted city, but in the 
darkened countryside.  So the Lord says to love your enemies, to do good 
to those who hate you, and pray for those who want to hurt you.  When 
we do these things the light truly stands out.  This way of life is very different.
 
God has given us a new life in Christ; we are called “new creations.”  We are 
something different!  By the power of the new life within, we are called to 
live an unusual life.   So let us set our goal to fulfill a different and higher 
calling; a life where we look for opportunities and choose to do good even in 
the most difficult circumstances.  This is “the mother of all challenges.”  It 
will cost us a self-centered life, but will please God and produce good fruit in 
this life and affect the life to come.

By SEBASTIAN ABBOT
Associated Press Writer

Cheeky pirates attack cruises write.
Apply now in Paul Miller 
106 to be a part of the 
O’Collegian spring staff.

Applications due Friday.
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OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) 
— Recent increases in tuition 
and fees at Oklahoma’s col-
leges and universities has had 
no significant impact on en-
rollment patterns during the 
past year, according to a new 
report.

The State Regents for 
Higher Education, the gov-
erning body of the state’s 
public colleges and universi-
ties, is expected to approve 
the Fiscal Year 2009 Tuition 
Analysis Report during its 
regular meeting Thursday in 
Oklahoma City.

The report shows the av-
erage increase in tuition and 
mandatory fees for a full-time 
student is a little more than 

$300 each year, within the 
limits set by the Legislature. 
State law requires that tuition 
and fees at the University of 
Oklahoma and Oklahoma 
State University remain be-
low the average of schools in 
the Big 12 Conference, while 
other smaller colleges remain 
below the average of like in-
stitutions in the region.

The report shows Okla-
homa’s average rate for tu-
ition and mandatory fees for 
an undergraduate student at a 
four-year institution is $4,514 
per year, significantly below 
the average national rate of 
$6,585. However, Oklahoma’s 
average rate of $2,622 annu-
ally for those attending a two-
year college is higher than the 
national rate of $2,402, ac-
cording to the report.

And while the report indi-
cates the rising cost of tuition 
and fees has had no signifi-
cant impact on enrollment 
patterns, some state lawmak-
ers are concerned about the 
effect the cost is having on 
many Oklahoma families.

“There may not be any 
significant impact on enroll-
ment, because families want 
to provide educational oppor-
tunities for their children,” 
said Sen. Kenneth Corn, D-
Poteau. “The real impact is on 
the Oklahoma families in this 
state who are trying to make 
ends meet and send their kids 
to college.”

Corn said students likely 
are working more hours, 
while families are making 
more sacrifices to make sure 
their children get a college 

education. He said he would 
like to see tuition and fees 
stop increasing so that enroll-
ment numbers can go up.

“Holding enrollment steady 
is not necessary a good thing,” 
he said. “I think we need to 
be moving in the direction of 
more college graduates.”

Corn plans to introduce a 
bill next session that would 
provide the first two years 
of college free to students 
who make a minimum grade-
point average in a required 
course load in high school 
whose families earn less than 
$50,000 each year in taxable 
income. He said his measure 
also would require partici-
pants to fulfill a community 
service component.

The state regents on 
Thursday also are expected to 

receive an update on Oklaho-
ma’s Promise program, which 
provides college scholarships 
to qualifying Oklahoma high 
school graduates. A report on 
the program shows a 144 per-
cent increase in the number 
of online applications for the 
program following a seven-
week media campaign in May 
and June to promote enroll-
ment.

The report also shows the 
number of students qualifying 
for the scholarship grew from 
6,311 in the 2007 graduating 
class to 6,520 in the 2008 
class, an increase of 3.3 per-
cent. The report projects the 
number of college students to 
receive the award will contin-
ue to increase over the next 
few years, but at a slower rate 
than previous years.

BUNA, Texas (AP) — The 
one that didn’t get away held 
an unlikely surprise for a 
Texas man.

The blue-stoned class ring 
of Joe Richardson, engraved 
with his name, turned up in-
side an 8-pound bass 21 years 
after he lost it while fishing 
on Lake Sam Rayburn.

“My first reaction was  
‘you gotta be kidding,’” he 
said Wednesday.

The fisherman who dis-
covered the tarnished ring 
inside his catch contacted 
Richardson on Nov. 28 
in Buna, about 100 miles 
northeast of Houston, after 
tracking him down with help 
from the Internet.

His fisherman hero asked 
to remain anonymous.

Richardson, 41, said he lost 
the ring about two weeks af-
ter his 1987 graduation from 
Universal Technical Institute 
in Houston. His mom had 
bought it for about $200 and 
wasn’t pleased when it went 
missing.

As a mechanic, Richard-
son said he doesn’t wear jew-
elry so he tucked the undam-
aged ring away.

“I have not cleaned it,” he 
said. “I told my wife I don’t 
want to clean it.”

Enrollment steady despite tuition hikesTexas 
fisherman 
catches 
long-lost 
class ring 
from 1987

By SEAN MURPHY
Associated Press Writer
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