
“Hispanic Roots” 

My Hispanic heritage has been the primary influence on both my academic and personal long term 

goals. I cannot imagine the course my life might have taken if I were not constantly aware of my 

Hispanic roots. It has shaped my personality and morals, and has given me the path to follow in my life. 

 

I come from a strict childhood in which I was constantly encouraged to focus on my education. As 

Hispanics, my parents always knew what I was capable of achieving, and they always urged me to “do 

better” than they had. I cannot count how many times my mother told me “quiero que tengas más 

opportunidades que yo tenía.” As a young Latina, I have watched family members, including my parents, 

work hard and suffer in American society. They have made great gains, but I have also seen them miss 

out on important opportunities simply because they did not know how to get the help they needed, or 

did not have the education it took to achieve their dreams. In a very real sense, I realize that I now have 

the opportunity, through education, to reach for the dreams they did not. 

 

This heritage has shaped my primary goal, which is to research and investigate Hispanic culture in order 

to learn how I can help the many who are in need of assistance here in the United States. I want to help 

establish and operate programs to aid minority members, in particular those who lack the education or 

skills it takes to be successful in this country. 

 

I hope that as my goals materialize, I will be able to improve how others feel about Hispanics. I am tired 

of being mistakenly judged as a criminal or an outsider. I belong here and I am a valuable contributor to 

this democratic society. I want to be able to give Hispanics opportunities to exhibit their qualities of 

determination and loyalty that I know they posses. I don’t want Hispanics to continue to feel powerless 

or afraid in this country. Without us, America would not be as successful a nation as it has become.  

 

I am not dedicating my life to myself only. That would be selfish and would deny the lessons I have 

learned from my heritage. I dedicate my life to my family, as well as to the Hispanic community. I strive 

to make a difference, through the educational opportunities before me, that will benefit those Hispanics 

who come after me. 


