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“Thou Shall Not Tattoo?” 

The question remains as to whether tattoos are indeed a testimony of people, Christian or 

not, relentlessly disregarding God’s word. Many conflicts arise when the Leviticus 19:28 passage 

result in an increase of hasty words thrown in the faces of those in the tattoo world. The Old 

Testament states, “Ye shall not make any cuttings in your flesh for the dead, nor print marks 

upon you; I am the LORD.” Commonly, the passage provokes and deprecates, not only Christian 

tattooed individuals, but also those who depend on tattooing as a profession. Is society ignorantly 

painting a benighted picture to give people a narrow perspective towards tattoos? Unmistakably, 

tattoos are becoming more and more misconstrued. Although the Leviticus passage forbids any 

array of marks on one’s body, I formally believe that tattoos deserve somewhat of an explanation 

behind then without me becoming susceptive to disrespecting religion.  

The Scriptural doctrines, the law’s conviction, and grace’s freedom are, in my 

perspective, the main topics societies today are formally disregarding. Referencing deeper into 

the Leviticus passage, it exemplifies agnostic practices in attempt to call upon the pagan gods 

and to certify one worthy to approach representation of a god through humiliation. Furthermore, 

God justly reprimanded such rituals as “false religion.” Nevertheless, some critics still defend the 

literal letter of the law by firmly suggesting forbiddance of tattooing in the Christian community. 

God’s plan to create this law never advised the practice of redeeming oneself in self-effort, but to 

restore mankind to follow his communion. Sin does not justify a man and only though faith in 

the gift of God’s grace can man be justified (ROM 3:20-26).  



Moreover, if those who disgrace decorated people and seek to live by the law of the Old 

Testament should practice all of it. If one violates a portion of the written law it results in 

infringement of its entirety. The Levitical law firmly forbids Christians from eating any meat of 

rabbits, pigs, lobsters, crabs, prawns, oysters or clams. Additionally, Christians may not shave 

the sides of their heads or perform any kind of trimming or shaving of the beard. Any act of the 

following will result in being guilty of the law. Fortunately, God provided the New Covenant as 

a way for Christians to become reconciled. Preserving the heart, soul, and mind to God became 

the contentment of the law and the honor of oneself is based upon Jesus’ devotion and 

sacredness. In my understanding, the controversy over defilement of eating meat further becomes 

unimportant in comparison to the attitude of the heart.  

As Christians constantly preach the body as a “temple” of God, the question stands as to 

if tattoos defile it. The Corinthians, the author of the passage in the scripture, approached it as a 

form of coveting, contention, and separation of the foundation of Jesus’ temple. In Matthew 

15:11, it clears up the argument in explanation of defiling a man through what comes out of his 

mouth and that the mouth must only speak through the prosperity of the heart. Disunity, 

immorality, and doubt within one’s heart are what tarnish the essence and that faith, love, and 

purity of the heart that keeps a holy temple. As Christians, disgrace upon brothers and sisters that 

are decorated rather than true evil overthrows the His passages.  

While all things are legal to Paul, who wrote for the Romans, not all things were without 

consequences. With liberty comes responsibility and the freedom we have in Christ must not 

become a stumbling block for others. As stated in Corinthian context,  

“One man’s freedom can be another’s downfall.” 

 



 


