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 The Lenten journey begins on 
Ash Wednesday at a service in which we 
have ashes smudged on our foreheads to 
remind us of our mortality and our need 
for forgiveness.

 The practice of marking the 
foreheads  of the faithful with 
ashes at the 
beginning of 
Lent seems to 
have originated 
in Gaul in the 
sixth century.  
It has been 
noted that the 
imposition of 
ashes was at 
first confined to 
public penitents 
doing penance 
for grave and 
notorious sin, 
whom the 
clergy tried to 
comfort and 
encourage by submitting themselves to 
the same public humiliation.  It soon 
spread as a spiritual discipline for all 
those who wished to share in the Lenten 
fast before the Easter baptism and to 
express publicly their penitence and 
desire for forgiveness.  

 The focus of Ash Wednesday 
is on penitence, or sorrow for sin, and 
fasting; the imposition of ashes is the 

reminder that we are mortal and that 
we receive eternal life as a free gift of 
God.  The ashes are made by burning 
some of the blessed palm fronds from 
the previous year’s Palm Sunday service.  

 Lent is a season that seems 
interminable to some, confusing to 

others and even a 
favorite to some 
Episcopalians.  
Beginning on Ash 
Wednesday, we 
move into this 
40-day period of 
preparation for 
Christ’s death 
and resurrection.  
In the Ash 
Wednesday 
liturgy we are 
invited “To The 
Observance Of 
A Holy Lent, By 

Self Examination And Repentance; 
By Prayer, Fasting And Self-Denial; 
And By Reading And Meditating On 
God’s Holy Word.” 

Holy Eucharist and the Imposition of 
Ashes will be held from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Feb. 17.  
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Holy Eucharist 
and the 

Imposition of Ashes

Food Ingathering 
Sunday

We are resuming our 
monthly ingathering 

of non-perishable food 
items to be taken to a 

local food pantry.  The 
official in-gathering 

will be the last Sunday 
of each month; 

however food items 
can be brought and 

placed in the backet on 
any Sunday.



Robert’s Ramblings

On Feb. 21 we will gather for a potluck supper at 5:30 
p.m. to solve a murder.

It was none other than Sir Homer Relic, a glory 
seeking, aggressive guy who took credit for anything 
he could.  We all know him, don’t we?  Or someone 
like him.  
 There is a list of likely suspects and we will 
meet them at supper on the 21st.  When you meet the 
suspects you will recognize them too.  
 The supper is potluck and the beneficiary of 
the supper’s proceeds is the St. Andrew’s Outreach 
Ministry and a special project or two they will present 
to us.  Donations will be solicited with a suggested 
minimum of $10 per adult.
 You will notice a familiar name from the foggy 
past at St. Andrew’s.  Those of you who remember 
Clarance Benes will recall he was foggy most of the 
time!  Just the kind of guy we like.  
 Over the years he has written a series of 
murder mysteries arranged for dinner parties.  
Clarance is donating his time and material for this 
murder mystery, which is entitles The Dead Book 
Society.

+++
We are nearing the end of the Epiphany season which 
means Lent begins in the near future.
 Lent is a season of prayer, meditation and 
introspection.  We are called upon to confess our 
unworthiness for the act of salvation, which we 
celebrate at Easter.  It is a time to slow some things 
down and enter into a quietness, which places us in a 
particular closeness with God.

 To facilitate our Lenten discipline we offer our 
regularly scheduled services on Sunday and during 
the week which each of us is urged to include our 
devotions.
In addition, on Fridays at 12:10 p.m. we will offer the 
devotional known as the Stations of the Cross.
The Stations remind us of the journey our Lord made 
on our behalf from His trial to His crucifixion.  Each 
of the fourteen Stations includes a Scripture reading 
and a prayer.

+++
Last but not least, are the Lenten Soup and Salad 
Suppers + program on Wednesday evenings beginning 
Feb. 24, at 5:30 p.m.
A sign up sheet for opportunities to bring a soup or 
salad will appear at the back of the church soon.

~Fr. Bob

The Church Mouse Chronicle is published 
monthly for the church community.

Address all comments to:
Rev. Robert Fellows, Rector

Rev. Mary Hileman, College Chaplain
or

Debi Hodson,
Office Administrator

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
516 W. Third

Stillwater, Ok 74074

2



Potluck Mystery Dinner!

Dead Book Society Murder Mystery Party
 
 With the dawn of the new millennium 
comes the idea that the Classics Book Club and the 
Foundation for the Reading and Study of the Classics 
truly have earned their nickname, “The Dead Book 
Society.”  But there is hope that the lovers of the 
classics can keep their dreams alive when a billionaire 
has announced his endowment of the chair of the 
Foundation, beginning in the year 2000.
 With this huge gift, the chair, Sir Homer Relic, 
and his trust assistant, Steward Mitty, continue the 
hard work of promoting the classics in a world hot for 
on-line publications and post-modern literature and 
expression.
 To celebrate this resurgent interest and 
generous endowment, a formal New Year’s Eve party 
has been called in the home of the Foundation Chair.  
Cocktail hour was at 7 p.m. and formal dinner was to 
be at 8 p.m. but the host and the future recipient of the 
endowment were found dead.  The police investigator 
now sequesters the guests as he gathers clues and 
information on who would kill this bibliophile.    

The name of the murder mystery is DEAD BOOK 
SOCIETY, written and hosted by Dr. Clarance Benes 

of MurderMysteryParties.com.

THE MURDER VICTIM:  Sir Homer Relic, a 
glory-seeking, aggressive administrator, liked to take 
the credit for every good thing that happened in his 
presence.

THE SUSPECTS:
Hope Fulrighter - retired librarian who has been 
working on the great American novel for 35 years
Napolean “Nap” Armstrong - investment broker 
who loves military history
Ava Gard - post-modern editor and challenger of 
socially constructed ethics
Rita Moore - frustrated English literature professor 
who has recently received some notoriety for her  
poetry
F. F. Fleming - professor of creative writing who 
recently launched a new style of writing, the “lemming 
style” which may become the new writing style of the 
21st century
Steward Mitty - Sir Homer Relic’s faithful but 
socially inept assistant
Ima Relic - widow of murder victim, has always been 
in shadow of Sir Homer and his accomplishments
Maury Gore - Editor of It’s Real Crime magazine
Ghana Winsosme - news magazine investigator who 
lkes to think she is saving the world
Nevel Ben Wright - Police invesitgator who has 
submitted a crime to Maury Gore
Sue Anne Geetrich - lawyer who has worked for a 
few authors and publishers
Olive Furbooks - owner of Platypus Classics 
publishing company whose profits have been flat

Sunday, Feb. 21, 2010
St. Andrew’s is having a mystery dinner in the parish hall as a

fundraiser for Outreach.  
Donations of $10.00 per person will be accepted at the door 

potluck dinner begins at 5:30 p.m. 
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 The Stations of the Cross 
are a series of 14 representations 
that depict the events surrounding 
Christ’s crucifixion.

1. Jesus is condemned to  
 death.
2. Jesus receives the cross.
3. Jesus falls the first time.
4. Jesus meets his holy   
 mother.
5. The cross is laid on St.  
 Simon of Cyrene.
6. St. Veronica wipes the face  
 of Jesus.
7. Jesus falls the second time.
8. Jesus meets the women of  
 Jerusalem.
9. Jesus falls the third time.
10.Jesus is stripped of his  
 garments.
11.Jesus is nailed to the cross.
12.Jesus dies on the cross.
13.The body of Jesus is taken  
 down from the cross.
14.The body of Jesus is laid in  
 the tomb.

Join us every Friday during Lent 
for Stations of the Cross services.   

 In every congregation, 
members will be asking how they 
should observe this holy season.  
A Lenten Rule of Life would be a 
good place to start.  A Lenten rule 
need not be complicated or taxing.  
We should strive to make it simple 
and practical enough so that we 
don’t overextend ourselves trying 
to follow it.  It should address how 
we can improve our relationship 
with God. 

For Example We Can:
• Attending one of the two 
Ash Wednesday Services 
offered at St. Andrew’s
• Establish a regular time of 
day for prayer or Bible Study
• Arrange our busy schedules 
so that we can attend a 
weekday service
• Commit ourselves to taking 
part in the Sunday Services
• Participate in the Lenten 
Soup n’ Salad dinners and 
Lenten programs held on 
Wednesday evenings
• Establish a “family reading 
time”
• Give up a favorite treat 
during lent and use the money 
to fill your Lenten Coin folder
• Volunteer at the Thrift Shop
• Become involved in 
something at St. Andrew’s! 

 
Feb. 24:    Gospel sing
March 3:  Intro. to Proposed   
       Anglican Covenant
March 10:  Contents and   
         Discussion of Anglican  
         Covenant
March 17:  The Episcopal   
         Handbook
March 24:  The Episcopal   
                  Handbook Pt. 2     
March 31:  The Seder Meal

 Dr. Jonathan 
Martin will 
present a 
trumpet 
recital at St. 
Andrew’s 
on Monday, 
Feb. 8, at 

8 p.m.  The concert will feature 
music for trumpet and strings 
will include selections by Haydn, 
Hovahness, Bach, and Vivaldi.  Dr. 
Martin will be joined by Dr. Laura 
Talbott on violin and Mr. Troy 
Snow on trumpet.  The soloists will 
be accompanied by the Seretean 
Chamber Orchestra, conducted by 
Prof. Doug Droste.  The recital is 
free and open to the public. 

Via Dolorosa Lenten Program 
Schedule

Lenten 
Rule of Life

Trumpet Recital
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Through the Grace of God, the mission of St. Andrew’s is to nurture each person’s 
relationship with God through worship, praise and study; to be a loving community and 
to spread Christ’s Kingdom.


