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For 50 years, Nazarene boys 
and girls have been bringing their 
pennies, nickels, quarters, and dollars 
to Vacation Bible School as part of the 
VBS Mission Offering. 

This money has provided 
buildings, vehicles, bicycles, literature, 
furniture, computers, sound 
equipment, playground equipment, 
and more for churches around the 
world. In 1998, this money bought an 
airplane!

In the last four years 
alone, boys and girls raised 
more than $500,000. 
This offering has allowed 
children to learn the 
principles of stewardship 
while participating in 
the global mission of the 
church.

Our mission focus this 
year is reaching children 
through after-school programs. The 
majority of funds raised will help 
local churches reach children in 
their neighborhoods through sports 
programs, tutoring programs, Bible 
clubs and similar ministries.

Thank you for your part in 
reaching children for Christ. Penny 
by penny . . . dollar by dollar . . . we 
can make a difference in the lives of 
children around the world. 
WHERE THE MONEY GOES 
• Outreach programs: Some 
churches provide tutoring, sponsor 
sports leagues or host Bible clubs. 
Others provide a place for children 
to hang out and have positive role 
models. 

Many more communities need 
this type of ministry. Whether seen 
as bored, at-risk or latchkey kids, 
thousands of children could be 
reached through such after-school 
ministries. 
• Special Children’s Projects: The 
VBS Missions Offering funds special 
children’s projects, such as the 
Pioneer VBS Program, and educational 
expenses for 10 international pastors’ 
children.

The Pioneer VBS 
program is a cooperative 
effort between Children’s 
Ministries and the 
USA/Canada Mission/
Evangelism Department. 
These two areas have 
worked together for years 
to provide VBS materials 
for new churches.

Since 1991, Nazarene 
boys and girls have made it possible 
for a group of international pastors’ 
children to attend school. As each 
child graduates, we add another child 
through Nazarene Compassionate 
Ministries Child Sponsorship 
Program. 
PROJECT INFORMATION 

The 2002 Mission Offering 
brochure, creative promotional ideas 
and publicity poster were mailed with 
Children’s Week materials to churches 
in the early spring. Please contact us 
if you did not receive one. For more 
information, go to www.nazarene.
org/ssm/children/programs/vbs/
vbs_02offering.

cschnarr@nazarene.org
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NazKids Camp 
Web site coming soon!

Find out how to:
Organize camp
Find a speaker

Design activities
and more



When you are working with little ones, should “God talk” be in everything you do? Absolutely, yes!

It is never too early to begin talking to babies about God and Jesus. Bible stories, Christian storybooks and prepared 
materials are great ways to introduce little ones to basic ideas about God and Jesus. Catching the attention of a little one during 
play can turn out to be the most magical teaching moment. 

Here are a few examples of “God Talk” moments: 

• Megan is playing with building blocks. Say: “What a nice job you are doing, 
Megan. God made your hands so you can build things.” 

• You see Samuel share a toy. Say: “Samuel, it makes Jesus happy to see you 
share. Thank you for sharing.” 

• Blake is looking at the toddler Bible. Say: “Blake, that’s a Bible. It teaches 
us about Jesus. Thank You, God, for Blake’s Bible.” 

• Mary Brooke is clapping to the toddler praise music playing in the room. 
Say: “Mary Brooke, we can praise Jesus. Thank You, God, for Mary 
Brooke’s ears to hear music. Thank You for her hands that can praise You.” 

• Hold little Jason during a bottle feeding. Say: “Thank You, God, for Jason. 
Thank You for food to help him grow.”

• Find simple ways to say “Thank You, God” through creation lessons. Use 
stuffed animals or animal pictures. Say: “This is a fish. God made fish. 
Thank You, God, for fish.” 

• Bring items from nature into the classroom. Say: “This is a leaf. God made trees. Thank You, God, for trees.” 

Use every opportunity to speak “God talk” to little ones in the church nursery. Encourage other nursery workers to do the 
same. Let parents, too, hear you talk to their children about God and Jesus. Sometimes the most important lessons are the simplest 
ones to teach, especially if you start early and never stop teaching them. 

            klewis@nazarene.org

“Oh, be careful, little mouth, what you say” is a familiar song from Sunday School and is 
most appropriate as we teach preschoolers and kindergarteners. 

Children are not miniature adults, and they think differently from the way we think. They are 
literal in their understanding and don’t understand the nuances of adult conversation. A common 
metaphorical phrase like “I wanted to kill him!” is not taken literally by an adult. We know it is 
an expression of frustration. But, to the literal preschooler, this sounds like a lethal threat! 

I ask myself three questions to evaluate the lessons, Bible truths, goals and conversations I plan to teach: 

Is the vocabulary appropriate for the age? 

Is this statement a true reflection of the character of God? 

Is there anything that needs defining for the literal child? 

Answering these questions helps ensure the conversation will be appropriate for young children. The Preschool/Kindergarten 
FAITH CONNECTIONS Sunday School materials has good examples for this age group. 

In Unit 3 of the current June/July/August 2002 quarter, “follower of Jesus” is used in the four lessons about Peter, who was a 
“follower of Jesus” and shared the good news that Jesus, God’s Son, is alive and loves all people. 

A literal-thinking child could take the phrase to mean someone who followed Jesus wherever he went. To clarify, say: 
“A follower of Jesus is someone who loves Jesus and tells others about Him.” This will help children understand they can be 
followers of Jesus, loving Him and telling others about Him.

This month, as you talk with your children about God, pray that He will guide you in your word choices. This careful 
consideration will benefit young children as they continue to grow in relationship with God. 

                    mhammer@nazarene.org
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Preteen Passages

This month’s lesson tells how John’s relationship with 
Jesus changed his life. Here are a few ideas for you to try:

Make heart puzzles: 
1. Draw a large heart on construction paper.
2. Make enough copies for each student.
3. Have the students print the VERSE-A-MONTH CLUB 

verse, John 13:35, on the heart.
4. Then have children cut out the heart.
5. Have them cut the heart into 5-10 pieces to make a puzzle.
6. Let the children practice putting the puzzle together, then 

place the pieces in an envelope. 
7. Children can trade envelopes with a friend and race to see 

who can put the puzzle together first. 

Show love with this sweet treat:
1. Bake or purchase plain heart-shaped sugar cookies.
2. Gather frosting, candy decorations, plastic knives and 

plastic wrap.
3. Have students wash their 

hands carefully. 
4. Let students frost and 

decorate two cookies.
5. Allow children to eat one 

cookie and to wrap the 
other in clear plastic wrap.

6. Take the wrapped cookies to homebound or elderly people 
in your church. 

          vfolsom@nazarene.org

Here’s a service project that ministers to three groups at one time — young married couples with families, their children and 
your preteens. Have a free babysitting date night for young couples. Preteens come to church on a Friday or Saturday night and offer 
to babysit for free. Here are the benefits: 

• Young couples: A difficult adjustment after a couple has children is having little or no time to spend without the children. It’s 
important to a marriage to have dates, but it can be inconvenient and expensive to find and pay babysitters. With this project, 
parents of young children will be able to leave their children in a place they trust with 
people they trust. And they will appreciate it’s free. 

• Young children: They love having the attention of an older child. If your group is large 
enough, provide one-on-one attention for each young child. 

• Preteens: Preteens enjoy spending a fun evening with friends. And young people, 
especially girls, love taking care of babies and toddlers. Many boys will enjoy it, too, if 
their friends are there. Preteens are at the age many of them start babysitting. Use this 
project as a time to teach them how to care for young children. 

Have preteens bring snacks, including foods young children can eat, and have a snack 
time. Play games together. Shoot hoops with older children while younger children play with 
toys from your church’s nursery. Or have your preteens bring toys they used to play with to 
share with the younger children. This is a great way to minister to a large portion of your 
church family. 

[NOTE: Adequate adult supervision is necessary for this project, and a preteen should not 
be left alone with a child. However, make sure the adults aren’t the ones doing all the work. 
Consider conducting a small workshop on child care before the event.] 
              efreeburg@nazarene.org

Summer months are filled with vacations and family 
activities. Many students will miss one or more Sundays 
because of camps, family events and special trips. To help 
students and families stay current with happenings at church, 
consider the following options: 

• A newsletter: Compose a newsletter for children. Add a 
sheet of stickers or a candy sucker to the newsletter. Send 
copies to absentees and those who attend regularly. 

• Activity sheets: Send activity sheets or take-home papers 
to absent children. 

• E-mail: If your students have e-mail, send greetings or 
reminders about coming events at church. If your church 
has a Web site, place additional information on the site for 
primary children. 

• “What’s Missing?” letter: Primary children love to have 
their pictures taken. Take a photo of your primary class, 
and make copies for all the children. Mount the photo on 
a colorful piece of card stock. Print on the card the events 
taking place during class. Let children know they are 
missed when they are absent! Send the photo to all class 
members.

           psmits@nazarene.org
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Great Ideas for
Greater Children’s Ministries

Children enjoyed “The Great Safari Adventure” last 
week. Designed for two age groups, 4 - 7 and 8 - 12, the 
adventure took the younger children to Conway First 
Church of the Nazarene while the older children practiced a 
stick ministry song to perform at assembly. Then the older 
children canvassed the neighborhood, inviting other children 
to a Children’s Crusade that evening. The next day both 
groups spent the day at the Little Rock Zoo. “The Great 
Safari Adventure” cost $15 per child and included food, zoo 
admission, transportation and insurance. 

Promoting Awesome Kids Sunday has gone to a new 
level. After performing a special song for the congregation, 
children marched together through the sanctuary and 
individually across the platform to receive certificates of 
promotion and McDonald’s goodie bags.

Each bag contained small candy bars and — in keeping 
with the PAK theme — a McDonald’s coupon pack. The 
coupons cost $1 per pack and were good for 12 free items, 
including sodas, ice cream and fries. McDonald’s provided 
the bags free of charge. 

Also, each month three children are featured on a 
“Child of the Month” wall. Pictures and information are 
posted for everyone to see, which makes the children feel 
special and helps the church know its children better.The move from childhood into the teenage years is 

a very meaningful one in the lives of most children. The 
Eastern Kentucky District held a special liturgy ceremony 
at its District Sunday School Rally June 18, recognizing all 
children who moved up from Children’s Ministries to NYI 
this summer. Churches submitted the names of all children 
who turned 12 during the past church year or moved on to 
NYI, and each child was honored in this special service.

      The Colorado District

The district’s first children’s coordinator has been 
appointed. Cheryl Brown, former Lakewood Church of the 
Nazarene children’s pastor, is to assist Colorado churches 
in growing great children’s ministries whether starting from 
scratch or revamping old programs. She also coordinates 
large and small churches for combined VBS programs. The 
soil is fertile, so let’s plant those seeds! 

North Arkansas District Assembly

Eastern Kentucky District

      Grace Church - Springfield, Mo.

One Small Step for Children’s Ministry = One Giant Leap for Christ 

Children’s workers can receive assistance in their 
ministries and vital teacher training through Hand-In-Hand 
Ministry, the district’s newest program, directed by Carolyn 
French. The program is designed to train children’s workers 
to become better equipped for reaching boys and girls for 
Christ. This support and training could be just the ticket to 
help these ministers go the extra mile.

Central California District  

Children’s Ministries
Nazarene Headquarters

6401 The Paseo
Kansas City, MO 64131

editor@nazarene.org
www.nazarene.org

816-333-7000, ext. 2255
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