
June 6, 2010 
 
 
John McMurray 
Director of Grant Programs 
Norcross Wildlife Foundation 
PO Box 269 
Wales, MA 01081 
 
 
Dear Mr. McMurray, 
 
Marin Agricultural Land Trust (MALT) respectfully requests a grant from the Norcross Wildlife 
Foundation for multimedia production equipment. 
 
MISSION 
 
Marin Agricultural Land Trust (MALT) was the first land trust in the United States to focus on 
farmland preservation. Founded in 1980 by a coalition of ranchers and environmentalists to 
preserve farmland in Marin County, California, MALT acquires agricultural conservation 
easements on farmland in voluntary transactions with landowners. MALT also encourages public 
policies that support and enhance agriculture. It is a model for agricultural land preservation 
efforts across the nation. MALT has so far permanently protected more than 41,500 acres of land 
on 64 family farms and ranches. 
 
PROJECT GOALS 
 
The primary goal of this project is to extend the reach and impact of our message by producing 
short multi-media pieces that highlight the beauty and value of irreplaceable Marin farmland and 
the need to protect it. We plan to distribute these pieces primarily through our website and other 
online channels. 
 
Marin’s working landscape and family farms are a defining element of Marin’s and the Bay 
Area’s unique history and character. Marin’s farm and ranch lands provide open space, scenic 
vistas, watershed protection, wildlife habitat, and a local, sustainable food supply vital to a 
healthy community. All of these are essential contributors to Marin’s environment, character and 
quality of life.  
 
One million acres of American farmland were paved over last year. Regions and communities 
that once were defined by family farming and harvested a bounty of crops to feed the nation are 
rapidly diminishing. In Marin County something altogether different is happening. Because of 
our farmland and protected open space, Marin County is one of the few U.S. urban-edge 
communities where you can still experience the beauty and inspiration of undeveloped 
countryside, and where working family farms produce healthy, high quality food for the 
community in a sustainable manner. 



 

If incremental development or subdivision occurs on Marin County farmland, the opportunity to make 
the significant conservation impact described here will not be available to future generations. Once 
lost, farmland is gone forever. 
 
Because our work is to save private land for the public good, it is essential for us to forge authentic 
connections between the individuals who support us and the land we are committed to preserve.  We 
have had a successful history of getting people out onto local, private farms and ranches through our 
educational Hikes & Tours program, and have found that some of our most dedicated supporters have 
come from this group of participants. We are also trying to cultivate the next generation of farmland 
advocates through our Farm Field studies program, an educational offering for K-12 schoolchildren 
that includes hands-on learning at local farms. While these programs are successful, the numbers of 
people we are actually able to get onto the land are limited by program funding and staffing 
constraints.  
 
Producing short multi-media pieces in-house seems an ideal, affordable way for us to connect a 
broader audience to the land we are trying to protect, and a way for us to leverage the compelling 
stories we have collected over the 30 years we have been in operation. Some of our initial concepts 
include: 
 

• Record the first-person stories of family farmers and ranches whose farmland is protected by a 
MALT agricultural conservation easement 

• Film a "virtual tour" of a MALT-protected farm or ranch 
• Show environmental benefits of protected farmland 
• Create a fundraising promotional piece  
• Tell the story of Marin Agricultural Land Trust, and its founders Ellen Straus and Phyllis Faber 
• Profile some of the new generation of Marin farmers who are diversifying into new crops and 

ways of doing business 
• Create an introduction to the Farm Field Studies program, aimed at teachers, showing children 

participating in the program and learning lessons on the farm that reinforce science and 
nutrition lessons in the classroom 

 
 
FUNDING REQUEST  
 
We are requesting a $4,350 grant from the Norcross Wildlife Foundation for multimedia production 
equipment. 
 
We would be happy to provide any additional information you may require. Thank you very much for 
your consideration of this request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Deborah White 
Annual Giving Officer 


