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Welcome to STOP (Sex Trafficking/Oppression Prevention) for Girls, a not-for-profit organization based in Eugene, OR.  Founded in 2009 by mother and daughter team, Wendy and Ana Strgar, STOP aims to empower at-risk girls between 3rd and 8th grade in order to avoid entrance into the child sex trade altogether.


As the sister organization of Good Clean Love, STOP also aims to emphasize GCL’s ideals of sustainable love and healthy sex by presenting information to these young girls in a way that will not scare them, but empower them to make good decisions and to be able to see their worth.


Focusing on some major child trafficking hubs on the West Coast including Los Angeles, Oakland, Portland, and Seattle, STOP intends to gradually spread across the country with our unique educational curriculum geared for kids in these unique age groups.

Fact Sheet


The issue of domestic minor sex trafficking is not a new one, however, legislation only began to be created in 2000. Many believe that human trafficking only occurs in distant countries with corrupt governments and law enforcements. In fact, almost 300,000 children are at risk of being trafficked annually in the United States, according to the U.S. Department of Justice. 


The trafficking of children between the ages of 12-18 is becoming all the more common and is happening less and less in the traditional red zones. Pimps are now going after girls in malls, at the movie theater, and on the streets. Although all girls of Although all girls are at risk of getting kidnapped, traffickers primarily prey on runaways and girls who live in violent home situations. According to Oakland-based MISSSEY, a girl who has been on the streets for merely 48-hours is at high risk for being trafficked. Girls are often also trafficked through money-hungry family members who don’t think twice of selling their daughter to the flesh trade for some extra cash.


Despite the extensive federal and state legislation outlawing prostitution, domestic minor sex trafficking continues to flourish oftentimes in the corners of society that seem most unlikely to foster a sex trade. Those who believe that their city is sex trafficking free should take a second look. These girls are not only in desperate need of reliable aftercare but also the education that will empower the decisions that could ultimately save their lives. 

FACT SHEET

Traffickers typically lure women to the U.S. with false promises of jobs as waitresses, nannies, models, factory workers, or situations with severely curtailed freedoms. Women are prevented from leaving by security guards, violence, threats, debt bondage, and/or retention of documents. The traffickers maintain control through isolation; in many cases, the women must live and work at the location. The women may also be denied outside medical assistance when needed.  Once recruited, the women usually find themselves being threatened with physical abuse against themselves and/or their families in order to force cooperation. Traffickers also play upon the women’s fears of arrest and deportation. In additional cases, trafficking victims suffer extreme physical and mental abuse, including rape, imprisonment, forced abortions, and physical brutality. 


-Richard, Amy O’Neill, International Trafficking in Women to the United States: A Contemporary Manifestation of Slavery and Organized Crime, DCI Exceptional Intelligence Analyst Program, Center for the Study of Intelligence, November 1999.
There have been reports of trafficking instances in at least 20 different states, with most cases occurring in New York, California, and Florida. Some Florida law enforcement officials, for example, claim that the state is being inundated with trafficked women from Russia, Ukraine, and Central Europe. INS and Labor Department officials fear that the problem is not only bigger than they thought but also getting worse. For example, INS has discovered 250 brothels in 26 different cities, which likely involved trafficking victims.


-Richard, Amy O’Neill, International Trafficking in Women to the United States: A Contemporary Manifestation of Slavery and Organized Crime, DCI Exceptional Intelligence Analyst Program, Center for the Study of Intelligence, November 1999.
Despite an estimated prevalence of 100,000 to 150,00010 slaves in the U.S., fewer than 1,000 victims have been assisted through the efforts of federal, state, and local law enforcement since 2001, when services for trafficking victims were first made available.


U.S. Department of Justice, Civil Rights Division. (2006, February).  Report on Activities to Combat Human Trafficking Fiscal Years 2001-2005.

Much like the majority of other countries affected by human trafficking, the U.S. has a large internal or "domestic" component of human trafficking for the purposes of both sexual and labor exploitation. - Polaris Project

One of the largest forms of domestic sex trafficking in the U.S. involves traffickers who coerce women and children to enter the commercial sex industry through the use of a variety of recruitment and control mechanisms in strip clubs, street-based prostitution, escort services, and brothels. –Polaris Project

Domestic sex traffickers, commonly referred to as pimps, particularly target vulnerable youth, such as runaway and homeless youth, and reinforce the reality that the average age of entry into prostitution is 12-13 years old in the U.S. - Polaris Project

Young boys and girls in every city on the globe today are forced to serve as sex slaves. Sex traffickers target twelve- to seventeen-year-old children as their choice candidates. The johns who pay regular visits to brothels prefer adolescents above any other age group. Looked at from the cold perspective of a slaveholder, adolescents also have a longer shelf life. Any older and they start to lose their youthful appeal. Any younger and they may draw the attention of law enforcement authorities. - Not For Sale

It should be noted that the same mechanisms of financial bondage and violent intimidation that enslave children are practiced on females of all ages. Adult “prostitutes” too can recount shocking testimonies of pimps locking them in closets, flogging them with coat hangers, and forcing them to ser vice a staggering number of clients. The pimps quite explicitly refer to these women as “my property” and will attack anyone who acts to compromise their control. - Not For Sale

Donna Hughes, an influential activist in the campaign to stop the flow of sex trafficking, explained to the U.S. House Committee on International Relations that prostitution and sex trafficking are inextricably linked: “To not understand the relationship between prostitution and trafficking is like not understanding the relationship between slavery in the Old South and the kidnapping of victims in Africa and the transatlantic shipment of them to our shores.” –Not For Sale

The process of enslavement involves five predictable elements:

Recruitment- Traffickers target children most commonly from communities that lack social power, at times with the consent of the victims parents.

Extraction- Traffickers remove recruits from their home community and shift them to a destination where they are unlikely to get support from law enforcement bodies or the general citizenry.

Control- Slaveholders seek control over every aspect of the child’s life so that escape becomes unthinkable.

Violence- Slaveholders exercise violence as a means to reinforce their control and ensure compliance.

Exploitation- Slaveholders show slight regard for the physical or emotional health of the child in their pursuit of financial gain. –Not For Sale

Only on rare occasions will a sex trafficker abduct a child from a neighborhood that enjoys social power. Doing so carries too high a risk. A family from an empowered community is more apt to mobilize legal and political authorities to conduct an extensive search for an abducted child. –Not For Sale

Furthermore, recruiters can deceive destitute families more easily with promises of a better life. The allure of a steady job may cause parents to overlook the risks of sending their child off to a faraway destination. Teenagers might be promised a modeling job in another country or less glamorous, yet high-paying work in a restaurant or a retail store. Parents of young children in the rural areas are told that a wealthy family in the big city needs a domestic servant or a nanny. These offers are crafted to extract children from the reaches of those who might care for them. Recruiters have no intention of fulfilling their promises of course; they intend to sell the children to a brothel owner at their first opportunity. But their game depends on maintaining the illusion of a golden path out of the depressed conditions that the families face. –Not For Sale

In that regard, lower-middle-class families with heightened aspirations can be as vulnerable to traffickers as the most impoverished family. A shortcut to upward social mobility holds tremendous appeal. - Not For Sale

Once traffickers extract victims from their home community, they typically sell the children to slaveholders who deal in commercial sex–for example, pimps or the owners of strip clubs, sex bars, brothels, karaoke clubs, or massage parlors. –Not For Sale

The slaveholder also generally manipulates a relationship of financial dependence with the child. Basic life necessities like food, clothing, and shelter are charged to the child’s “account.” Until that money is repaid, the child is obligated to continue in the slaveholder’s service.

Slaveholders will buttress these social controls with the constant threat of violence. Almost all trafficked children will testify that they were victims of an extreme act of violence within the first forty-eight hours of their abduction. Whether through rape or brutal beatings, slaveholders use violence to imprint their dominance. In the logic of the trafficking world, a terrified child is a compliant child. The slaveholder therefore will never let the child slip out of a state of terror. –Not For Sale

The threat of violence becomes a ubiquitous force in the life of a sex slave. The child knows that a failed escape attempt would result in a severe beating. Moreover, the slaveholder may threaten to harm the child’s family even if the child does manage to get away. –Not For Sale

Child prostitution was not a real problem in the United States until the late 70's. In 1974, Congress passed the Juvenile Justice Delinquency Prevention Act that prohibited the secure detention of runaways. That meant that the police were prevented from arresting children for running away from home. Consequently, children were left on the streets to fend for themselves. Since 1974 children have been allowed to live on the streets and they need to support themselves. –Children of the Night

Child prostitutes typically range in ages 11 to 17. Generally speaking, if a child is 10 years of age or younger and involved in prostitution, the parents are usually involved in the sexual exploitation of the child. –Children of the Night

No one knows for sure. Rarely are child prostitutes arrested as children. In 1981, the General Accounting Office estimated that there were 600,000 children under the age of 16 working as prostitutes in the United States. Today, International Relief Organizations suggest there are 300,000 children working as prostitutes in the U.S. It is estimated that somewhere between one and one half million children runaway from home each year. It is safe to estimate that about one-third of those children have some type of involvement or brush with prostitution and/or pornography. – Children of the Night

A drug addict is going to do whatever he/she can in order to get his/her drug. Most pimps who control child prostitution will not want the child using drugs because then the drug becomes the pimp. A pimp does not want his prostitutes spending "his" money on drugs. While most child prostitutes are not addicted to drugs, many use a variety of drugs and alcohol to numb their feelings. – Children of the Night

The greatest factor in promoting child sex trafficking and child sexual exploitation is the demand for younger and younger victims worldwide. This demand comes from the mostly male buyers who become the customers in the growing global sex industry. –Catwinternational

Most women in prostitution are trafficked into the sex industry as children. 75-80 percent of women in prostitution were sexually abused as children. Worldwide, the average age of entrance into prostitution is 13. When girls in prostitution become 18, their prostitution does not become a self-determined choice –Catwinternational

Allies in the Field

The Polaris Project:


Located in Washington DC, the Polaris Project takes a comprehensive approach to fighting trafficking. Founded in 2002, the Polaris Project not only provides victim services and trains law enforcement, but also informs and empowers both international and national youth through their offices located in Denver, DC, Newark, and Tokyo. 


Contact: 202 745 1001, www.polarisproject.org

The Protection Project:


Also located in Washington DC, this program through Johns Hopkins University is dedicated to fighting for the most vulnerable through the development of their Association of Scholars, a group whose aim is to create a network of scholars in the field of trafficking in persons. The network will facilitate the exchange of educational course materials, syllabi and information about this phenomenon. 


Contact: 202 663 5896, protection_project@jhu.edu, www.protectionproject.org

Shared Hope International: 


On the other side of the map, in Vancouver, Washington, Shared Hope International has, since 1998, been working to eliminate sex trafficking (in particular in it’s relation to children and domestic minor sex trafficking). Though they work in the U.S, they also do extensive international work in providing basic resources to women and children forced into this lifestyle. 


Contact: 1-866- HER- LIFE, savelives@sharedhope.org, www.sharedhope.org
Also check out thedefendersusa.org, an initiative of Shared Hope International, whose goal is to get men to fight against human trafficking by the rejection of commercial sex.

MISSSEY:


Located in Oakland, California, MISSSEY, which stands for Motivating, Inspiring, Supporting and Serving Sexually Exploited Youth, is dedicated to eradicating the sexual exploitation of children that occurs locally in Oakland and the surrounding area by providing intensive case management, professional and community trainings and local/state/national education and awareness campaigns.


Contact: 510 267 8840, www.misssey.org or info@misssey.org

Girls Educational and Mentoring Services (GEMS): 


Located in New York City, GEMS was founded in 1998 and is the only organization of its kind in the New York metro area. Similar to MISSSEY, GEMS strives to help girls who have undergone sexual exploitation recover. There strategy includes street and facility outreach, court advocacy, holistic case management and youth leadership.


Contact: 212 926 8089, info@gems-girls.org or www.gems-girls.org

The Scope of Domestic Minor Sex Trafficking (DMST)


Many believe that sex trafficking; in particular the commercial sexual exploitation of children (CSEC) only occurs in countries with unstable government control, a lax police force, and little economic stability. However, this is not the case. The U.S. Department of Justice estimates that 300-500,000 children are trafficked for sex in this country every year. In Portland, Oregon alone, 5 girls a week get trafficked, according to a report from the Oregon Department of Justice. 


Pimps and traffickers target girls as young as 11, though the average age of entrance into prostitution is 12. Girls are generally targeted if they come from families with low socioeconomic status, broken or abusive homes or are runaways. According to Oakland based MISSSEY, a girl is a target for a pimp within 48 hours of being out on the street. 


In the U.S, girls aren’t only kidnapped, as many assume.  Rather, many girls get coerced into this lifestyle just like they do abroad. Traffickers are experts at picking out any girl’s vulnerabilities and playing them until the girls will often willingly go with them. Traffickers promise a better life, fine clothes, jewelry, but instead, enter a world where they have sex with at least 25 men a day. Their debt adds up over time, but they never can manage to pay it back. The traffickers force girls into staying physically and psychologically. Struggle is futile. 


When the pimp is done with the girl, after months or years, even he tosses her aside, broken for life.

STOP is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to the prevention of domestic minor sex trafficking in the United States. Our mission is to educate at-risk girls through outreach programs that not only inform, but empower as well. STOP’s unique curriculum—disseminated through schools, shelters and health clinics—teaches girls, parents, teachers, social and health workers about the very real threat of sexual trafficking for minors. Our goal is to make at-risk girls aware of the issue and help them make an impact to stop the sexual trafficking of minors. STOP facilitates the growth and empowerment of girls by giving them the tools to teach their communities about sexual trafficking and influence public policy through letter writing, PR, and telephone campaigns.

Goal One: Education—Communicate the presence of domestic minor sex trafficking to educators and at-risk girls, especially those in third through eighth grade. 

Goal Two: Empowerment—Provide at-risk girls with avenues to educate other girls and influence social awareness and action around the issue of sex trafficking.  

