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School Library Journal


The School Library Journal is a monthly publication that is the world’s biggest review source for books, multimedia, and technology.  Its layout is much like a traditional magazine – letters to the editor, monthly columns, and advertisements. However, what this journal offers is reviews of multimedia, digital resources, and books – broken down into subgroups.  The benefit of this is that your are looking in one area to meet the needs of your patrons, rather than flipping through pages and pages looking for products for your particular library.  One particular item that I like to read is the “STARS” page.  It is located on the last page of the magazine and offers a quick look at media that a MS may want to purchase.  It tells you the page number where you can find further information, should you want it.  
Library Sparks


This publication offers ideas for the Media Specialist in the form of activities to promote the media center and lifelong readers.  Library Sparks is offered nine times a year.  This magazine is wonderful because it doesn’t have any ads!  It offers a calendar with something to do everyday that is geared toward the library.  It is always right in the middle of the magazine as a double-page spread.  The activities are varied and offers many things like:  word searches (reproducible), media crafting ideas (for the MS and the student), games, planning sheets, etc.  I really like the author spotlight.  Library Sparks offers the following quote, that I will take with me:  “Give a child a book and he can read for a day.  Give a child an author and he can read for weeks.”  I will add to that by saying, “Give a MS Library Sparks and he/she can promote reading through the entire school year.”
School Library Media Activities Monthly

