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FLORENCE — A special Flor-
ence City Council meeting con-
cerning a referendum dealing with
non-partisan elections lasted for
5½ hours Wednesday and ended
with the controversial matter be-
ing deferred to Monday’s council
meeting.

At issue is an ordinance that
would set a referendum to deter-
mine whether the city would set a
date for a non-partisan referen-
dum.

A motion to set a date at last
month’s meeting failed because it
didn’t receive a two-thirds vote.
Voting for it were
councilmembers
Buddy Brand,
William C. Brad-
ham, Steve Pow-
ers and Ocatvia Williams-Blake.
Voting against it were Mayor
Steven J. Wukela and councilmen
Ed Robinson and Billy D. Williams.

But the tide might have shifted
in favor of the opponents. Follow-
ing the marathon meeting Wednes-
day, Williams-Blake said  she will
not put the voters through this
again.

“If we don’t come up with a
compromise before the next meet-
ing, I will be voting to take it off
the agenda,” she said. “It’s not
fair to the taxpayers for us to
keep going over this over and
over again and to stay here an-
other night until 10 p.m. If I
change, it will be because it’s in
the best interests of the taxpayers
to not go over this again.”

Brand, a Republican, was not
happy with the outcome.

“The will of the people of Flor-
ence has not been served,” Brand
said. “The mayor has usurped his
authority and used Robert’s Rules
of Order to aid his own agenda and

not the agenda of the citizens. I
find that is extremely harmful and
slighting to the citizens of Flor-
ence for what he was elected to do.
He was elected to do what was best
for all the people, not a faction of
the people.

“This is a very regretful way
to conduct the city’ s business.
It will be brought up again
Monday. I have some concerns
about it because Councilwoman
Williams-Blake appears to be
changing her mind. I respect
her opinion for that. It appears
that we won’t have the votes to
carry it through.”

Wukela said he opposes the

referendum because he thinks it
was “improvidently passed” to
begin with.

“We’ve operated under the
same system for decades and no
one was inclined to change that
system until, frankly, after the
primaries in June,” he said.
“And, if you go back and look at
the minutes of that meeting, you
can see that one councilman was
quite explicit about wanting to
make the change because they
had already lost two incumbents.
I don’t think that’s an appropri-
ate basis to change the voting
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FLORENCE — The matter of
streetscaping must be addressed be-
fore progress can be made on build-
ing a new Florence Museum of Art,
Science and History, Florence City
Councilman Steve Powers said.

The issue was raised during the
Tuesday morning’s Florence City-
County Conference Committee
meeting, where the museum and
water issues were the items on the
agenda.

Powers is chairman of the city
committee, while Florence County
Councilman Al Bradley serves as
chairman of the county post.

“We have come to the table want-
ing to be involved in the location, the
size and wanting to help the county
with the museum,” Powers said.
“We’re trying to show that there are
a lot of other items the city needs to
bring to the table. We’re talking
about the streetscape.”

Powers has been pushing for
streetscapes and “everything else
since I was elected to city council in
November.” But council has yet to do
anything because the cost is astro-
nomical: $300,000 per linear block.

“So, we’ve got a $33 million facil-
ity going in (Francis Marion Uni-
versity Performing Arts Center) and
we need $1.2 million to do the street-
scape,” he said. “I’ll stand up and
make that motion every day. We
need to do it and I think the same
needs to be done here for the muse-
um. If you build a $10 million to $12
million facility, we need to do the
streetscapes around it.”

The city has given the county a
six-month, $200,000 option to buy
land at the corner of Cheves and Dar-
gan streets for the museum near the
FMU Performing Arts Center. The
option expires in April. Construction
already has begun on the performing
arts center. The museum, because of
its location in the downtown area,
would serve as another anchor for
drawing crowds and businesses into
downtown Florence.

And considerable discussion
Tuesday centered around a $3.9 mil-
lion grant obtained by state Sen.
Hugh Leatherman of Florence to-
ward construction of the new mu-
seum. It’s a two-for-one grant, which
means it’s only viable if two other
organizations commit $3.9 million.
The state is providing an additional
$3.9 million that expires after June.

The Drs. Bruce and Lee Founda-
tion has agreed to fund one part of
the two-for-one state match under
certain conditions specified in its
commitment to Florence County
Council, said Florence County
Councilman James Schofield in an
earlier interview.

Councilman:
Florence
must address
streetscape

Group taking bids for animal shelter
By Dwight Dana
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FLORENCE — Many barks
and meows have come and gone
since the project began, but a new
Florence Area Humane Society
animal shelter is on the horizon.

Bids on the 7,400-square-foot
shelter will go out March 13. They
are due back April 7.

The shelter also will be named
in honor of humane society presi-
dent Jayne H. Boswell, it was an-
nounced during a press confer-
ence Wednesday at the Florence
City-County Complex.

“I tell you, I thought we would

never get a new facility,” Boswell
said, “but to have it named after
me, I’m in awe. It was totally un-
expected, a big surprise, but I
think it should really be named af-
ter the community of Florence
because they are the ones who
helped get it built.”

Boswell is director of instruc-
tional technology for Florence
School District 1. Although she
grew up with dogs, she became en-
amored with cats when a student
brought her a bedraggled, home-
less kitten when she was a media
specialist at Wilson High School.

“I learned just how awesome
cats are and how they take over
your life,” Boswell said. “And I

think that’s what pushed me in the
direction of the animal shelter. I
just went forward from there.

“God gives you a mission and
you just stick with it. I think he’s
been faithful. You just can’t walk
away, especially when you see
those warm eyes and fuzzy faces,
you just can’t leave them,” she
said. “So, I think it’s been a great
day to see it come to a culmina-
tion. I can’t wait until we open the
doors. To know that we will have a
humane domain in our communi-
ty will be awesome.”

In May, the Florence Area Hu-
mane Society Bone-E-Fit raised

Resident tells congregation about his experience on flight that crashed into Hudson River
By Jamie Rogers
Morning News
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FLORENCE — As US Airways
Flight 1549 headed for the icy wa-
ters of the Hudson River, one of
the last things passenger Mike
Nunn said he heard before im-
pact were the steady chants of
the flight crew telling them to
brace for impact.

Nunn — a Florence attorney
who was one of the 155 passen-
gers on board the Airbus A320
bound for Charlotte on Jan. 15 —
spoke publicly about the crash
for the first time Wednesday at
First Presbyterian Church.

Nunn said he chose to speak
first to his “church family” about

the crash and expressed appreci-
ation for all their thoughts.

Nunn, a law partner with
Aiken, Bridges, Nunn, Elliott and
Tyler Law Firm, was in New York
for depositions when he finished
his work early and asked his sec-
retary, who was in Florence, to
find him an early flight home.

“She said, ‘There’s one seat
left, do you want it?,’” Nunn said.
“I e-mailed her back and I said,
‘Yeah, put me on it.’”

He boarded the flight at La-
Guardia Airport and expected it
to be much like the dozens of oth-
er business trips he’d taken from
New York to Charlotte, Nunn said.

On this flight, Nunn said he

Council defers election issue
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US Airways Flight 1549 crash survivor Mike Nunn speaks Wednesday at First Presbyterian Church in Florence. Nunn, a Florence litigation attorney,
was traveling back from a deposition in New York City when the plane crashed into the Hudson River.
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Jayne Boswell holds the bid packet
that will be sent out for the con-
struction of the new animal shelter. See SHELTER, 6A

LAWYER RECOUNTS N.Y. CRASH

Congregants and community members pack the hall at First
Presbyterian Church as US Airways Flight 1549 crash survivor 
Mike Nunn speaks publicly about his experience Wednesday.See NUNN, 6A
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