
EDUCATIONAL SERVICES AND PROGRAMS

STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES

DEKALB, ILLINOIS 60115-2854
(815) 753-1142

FAX (815) 753-6520

NORTHERN ILLINOIS

UNIVERSITY

March 26, 2009

I am an honored to write this letter of recommendation for Ms. Rashida Cooper. I
have known Ms. Cooper for 3 years and she is a participant in Student Support Services,
a grant funded program designed to assist low income and first generation college
students. Rashida is beloved and well respect throughout my office. She sees me bi-
weekly for academic meeting sessions and to discuss her future career goals. Rashida is
also a mother of 2 and I have been extremely impressed at how she has balanced
motherhood, academics, and etching a life for herself. Ms. Cooper did not take the
traditional road in her educational journey. She receiver her G.E.D in 2004 and has
worked tirelessly to excel in her classes as she prepares for graduation in June 2010. Her
story is simply amazing.

Due to Ms. Cooper's consistent participation in our program and the fme job she
has done in the classroom she is annually recommended and has attended ~LEOP
leadership conferences. She is also a member of the NIU College Parents Group, an
organization focused on assisting college moms and dads with babysitting, parental
networking, legal matters concerning parenthood, child support, and matriculating
through college academia. Rashida has become a de facto mentor to several current
members whom have recently entered NIU.

Your investment in Ms. Cooper will surely yield a positive return and she is
deserving of your reward. She is a consummate professional with an unshakable focus. I
give her my full endorsement. If you have any questions pertaining to this letter or
matters regarding to Ms. Rashida Cooper feel free to call me at (815) 753-1165.

Respectfully Submitted,

~'7'~/rn.s.c'"

Quincy Paden, M.S.Ed
Coordinator of Leadership Development
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