
 

 

     The Hop Growers of 
America will attend the 
19th annual International 
Beer Forum in Sochi, 
Russia on May 19-22. 
Representatives from the 
HGA will conduct a 
seminar and present an 
exhibit on behalf of the 
U.S. hop growers. 
     The forum is an 
opportunity for growers, 
brewers, and merchants 
to share information and 
discuss the latest industry 
statistics, technologies 
and trends.  
     As the international 
advocate for American 
hop growers, the HGA 
will sponsor a USA Hops 
seminar and beer tasting, 
presented by Matt 
Brynildson, highlighting 
topics such as the quality, 
variety and tradition of 
U.S. hops. This is the first 
year that HGA will parti-

cipate in the International 
Forum. 
     Attendance by the US 
delegation is funded and 
coordinated by the HGA 
Trade Education and 
Communication (TEC) 
program, with the support 
of grant funding through 
the USDA Market 
Access, Emerging 
Markets and Quality 
Samples programs. The 

goal of the TEC program 
is to strengthen 
worldwide demand for 
U.S. hops by educating 
international brewers on 
their quality, variety and 
tradition.   
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Our New Look! 
    For the past few 
months, we have had the 
opportunity to work with 
Amanda Lowe, a very 
talented Agricultural 
Communications student 
at WSU.  HGA served as 
her subject for the 
development of a public 
relations campaign 

during her final semester 
of college.  One of her 
projects was to design a 
newsletter. The results 
were impressive, and we 
decided to launch the 
new format with this 
issue, in honor of her 
WSU graduation this 
month. 

     Amanda plans to 
move to Yakima 
following graduation, and 
enjoyed this opportunity 
to learn about hops. 
     We look forward to 
your feedback! 
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     Members of the 
delegation include Terry 
Kirk, T&J Kirk Farms, Mt. 
Angel, OR; Mike McGree, 
Morrier Ranch, Yakima, 
WA; Paul Signorotti, SS 
Steiner, Yakima, WA; Matt 
Brynildson, Firestone 
Walker Brewery, Paso 
Robles, CA; Michael 
Schadler, HGA marketing 
consultant, Bryant Christie 
Inc., Seattle; Ksenia 

Sochi, cont. 
Evdokimova and Nadya 
Kovalenko, Crisp 
Consulting, who serve as 
HGA’s representatives in 
Russia.   

     The HGA is a nonprofit 
organization that 
represents and promotes 
the interests of U.S. hop 
growers both domestically 
and internationally. Based 
in the heart of American 

hop production, HGA 
coordinates educational, 
marketing and statistical 
programs for the industry.

 

For more information on 
the HGA and their 
upcoming activities, visit 
http://www.usahops.org. 

     The Field Guide for 
Integrated Pest 
Management in Hops 
presents current, science-
based information on all 
aspects of disease, weed, 
and pest and beneficial 
arthropod identification, 
biology, and management 
in a style intended for 
growers, consultants, and 
other field personnel.  

     Over 200 color photos 
are provided throughout 
the book to aid in 

Hop Field Guides for IPM Available 
identification and 
diagnosis.   

     The Pocket Version of 
the Field Guide for 
Integrated Pest 
Management in Hops 
contains images of the 
primary pests, diseases, 
and beneficial organisms 
associated with hops in 
the U.S.  It is printed on 
waterproof and tear-proof 
paper with both English 
and Spanish text.              

     Development of the 
field guide was a 
collaborative effort of 
USDA Agricultural 
Research Service, Oregon 
State University, 
University of Idaho, and 
Washington State 
University in response to 
the U.S. hop industry's 
need for IPM information 
in a package more 
readily usable by 
producers and their field 
personnel.  

     Funding for this book 
was provided by the EPA 
Pesticide Environmental 
Stewardship Program.     

     Hard copies of the field 
guide are available free of 
charge to producers, 
researchers, crop 
advisers, and other hop 
IPM personnel (shipping 
costs may apply).  Call 
509-453-4749 or email 
ageorge@wahops.org to 
request copies. 

 

 

Special thanks to the 
EPA’s Pesticide 
Environmental 
Stewardship Program 
for providing a grant to 
fund the development 
and printing of the 
Hop Field Guides.   
 
We appreciate the 
leadership of Dr. 
David Gent, USDA-
ARS, Dr. Doug 
Walsh, WSU-
IAREC, and Sally 
O’Niell, WSU-
IAREC on this 
project. 
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This month’s featured 
website is the  
International Hop 
Growers Congress, 
located at 
http://www.hmelj-
giz.si/ihgc/. 
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     A USDA Agricultural 
Research Service (ARS) 
scientist may have found 
a way to cut the amount of 
ammonia produced by 
cattle. To do it, he's using 
a key ingredient of the 
brewer's art: hops. 
     The problem, accord-
ing to ARS microbiologist 
Michael Flythe, comes 
from one group of 
bacteria, known as hyper-
ammonia-producing 
bacteria, or HABs. While 

Hops in Cattle Feed 
other bacteria are helping 
their bovine hosts convert 
plant fibers to cud, HABs 
are breaking down amino 
acids, a chemical process 
that produces ammonia 
and robs the animals of 
the amino acids they need 
to build muscle tissue, 
according to Flythe, who 
works at the ARS Forage 
Animal Production 
Research Unit (FAPRU) in 
Lexington, Ky.  
 

     Typically, to make up 
for lost amino acids, cattle 
growers have to add 
expensive and inefficient 
high-protein supplements 
to their animals' feed. 
     For more information 
on the case for hops in 
cattle feed, and to read 
the article in its entirety, 
visit the USDA ARS Web 
site at 
http://www.ars.usda.gov/is
/pr/2010/100420.htm. 
 
 

     The annual April board 
meeting of the Interna-
tional Hop Growers 
Congress experienced 
light attendance due to the 
volcanic ash cloud that 
affected air travel 
throughout Europe last 
month.  However, reports 
were issued and those 
countries who were able 
to attend provided 

IHGC April Meeting 
information regarding crop 
projections for the 
upcoming season.  Hop 
Growers of America was 
represented by Michael 
Schadler, Bryant Christie 
Inc., who has submitted a 
complete report of the 
meetings (included with 
this issue of HOP NEWS). 
The complete text of the 
Market Report and the 

Summary of the IHGC 
Country Reports are also 
enclosed.   
 
Additional information and 
meeting documents may 
be found at the IHGC 
website: 
 
http://www.hmelj-
giz.si/ihgc/activ/apr10.htm.
 
 
 

     During its April 7, 2010 
board meeting, the Hop 
Growers of America Board 
of Directors formalized its 
selection policy for 
delegations to foreign 
trade shows and 
educational events, as 
follows: 
 

HGA Formalizes Trade Show Delegation 
Selection Policy 

“Any entity which pays 
hop commission 
assessments as a grower 
of hops produced in the 
U.S. is eligible to submit 
nominees who are owners 
or employees of that 
entity, for consideration as 
delegates for HGA trade 

delegations.  If selected, 
delegates must represent 
the U.S. hop industry and 
Hop Growers of America, 
not their own private 
interests.” 

 
 
 



 

Hop Growers of America 
301 W. Prospect Place 
PO Box 1207 
Moxee, WA 98936 

June 8 – Hop Growers of 
Washington Board of 
Directors Meeting, WSU-
IAREC, Prosser. 
 
July 25-28 – IHGC 2010 
Hop Tour, Ankara, 
Turkey. Visit 
http://www.hmelj-
giz.si/ihgc/activ/jul10.htm 
for the program and 
registration materials. 
 
Aug. 2 – Hop Growers of 
America Board of 
Directors Meeting, 2:00 
pm, Oregon Garden 
Resort, Silverton, OR. 
 
Aug. 2 – US Hop 
Industry Plant Protection 
Committee Meeting, 
Oregon, 6:00 pm, Oregon 
Garden Resort. 

May 11-13 – National 
Clean Plant Network 
Annual Meeting, Davis, 
CA. 
 
May 18 – Hop Clean 
Plant Network Meeting, 
1:00 pm, WSU-IAREC 
West Building 
Conference Room. 
 
May 20 – Oregon Hop  
Commission Meeting, 
Rodda Coffee Company, 
Mt. Angel, OR.  Call 503-
982-7600 for info. 
 
June 8 – Washington 
Hop Commission Regular 
Meeting, WSU-IAREC, 
Prosser. Call 509-453-
4749 for info. 
 

Aug. 3-4 – Hop Research 
Council Summer 
Meeting, Oregon Garden 
Resort. 
 
October 12 – WA Hop 
Commission Nominating 
and Regular Meeting, 
Sunnyside. 
 
October 12 – Hop 
Growers of WA Board 
Meeting, Sunnyside. 
 
Jan. 19-21, 2011 – 55th 
Annual American Hop 
Convention, Embassy 
Suites Phoenix-
Scottsdale, AZ. 

Coming Events 

Phone:  509.453.4749 
Fax:  509.457.8561 
E-mail:  info@usahops.org      Hop Growers of America is a non-profit association that represents and promotes 

the interests of U.S. growers both domestically and internationally. As the national 
organization, HGA provides support, coordination and communication to growers, 
brewers and the world hop industry in areas of common interest, including; marketing 
statistics, promotion, education, and research. 

     A tradition of excellence is the hallmark of the U.S. hop industry. To meet the ever-
increasing demands for quality, variety and dependability, the American hop grower is 
highly focused on the future. The USAHOPS Web site is designed to meet the needs 
of the future to provide the American hop grower as well as the world hop industry with 
the highest level of service, current information and developments. 

We’re on the Web! 

http://www.usahops.org 
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Hop Cost of  Production Study update 
     A committee of Wash-
ington Hop Commission 
members have met with 
Washington State Univ-
ersity ag economists and 
worked during the past 2 
months to update the 
WSU Hop Cost of 
Production study.   
   The new format will 

consist of Excel spread-
sheets that allow the user 
to reference the average 
cost figures developed by 
the committee, while pro-
viding a separate column 
to enter their own figures.  
   WSU is currently 
finalizing the publication, 
which is expected to be  

posted on the USAHOPS 
website by the end of 
May.  We appreciate the 
efforts of Ed St. Mary, 
Michael Roy, Martin 
Olsen, and Reggie 
Brulotte, for serving on the 
committee, and  Drs. Herb 
Hinman and Suzette 
Galinato, WSU, Pullman. 


