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By Matt Schwartz
With the World Cup on hiatus until 

the weekend, the soccer focus in West-
chester shifted to a slightly smaller 
venue last week.  And with big time 
names like Ronaldo and Zidane out of 
action, Frederick Schramm stole the 
spotlight.   On July 7, Schramm and the 
Westchester Flames of the USL Pre-
mier Developmental League took on 
the Ottawa Fury at City Park Stadium 
in New Rochelle.

Coming into the match, the Flames 
had won four straight games during 
a surge to the top spot in the league’s 
Northeast Division.  With four games 
left in the 2006 campaign, the Fury was 
all that stood between them and a guar-

anteed second place finish.  Schramm 
and company didn’t disappoint.

The Flames controlled the ball from 
the opening kickoff and took advantage 
of early opportunities.  Three minutes 
in, Kevin Reiman sent a slick through-
ball to Schramm who scored on a 
breakaway for his team leading ninth 
goal of the season.  Shortly thereafter, 
in the 11th minute, the Flames’ Yusif 
Ibrahim put one in on a low cross from 
Brian Kuritsky.    

After the Fury narrowed the deficit 
to 2-1 with a free kick goal, Schramm 
took matters into his own hands.  In the 
31st minute, he knocked in his second 
of the game off a header by teammate 
Anthony Sepe to stretch the Flames’ 

lead to 3-1.  Though the Fury added 
another goal in stoppage time of the 
first half, the momentum was clearly 
on the Flames’ side as the teams headed 
toward halftime.

The second half began with overly 
physical play from both sides, but the 
Fury was the first reap the benefits of 
a dangerous tackle.  Kevin Omokhuna 
was taken down in the box in the 53rd 
minute and connected on a penalty kick 
to tie the score.  In the next 45 minutes, 
five yellow cards would be given out, 
along with innumerable scoldings by 
the referee. 

However, Schramm still had one 
more trick up his sleeve.  With the 
game tied in the 70th minute, the 

Tuckahoe native capped off a hat trick 
with another goal, this one scored in 
a one-on-one situation.  Jubilantly, he 
scissor-kicked his way to the sideline 
where he was once again embraced by 
his teammates.  Schramm’s last goal 
would be the deciding factor, as a flurry 
of saves from Flames’ goalie Brett Pol-
lack secured the victory for his side.

One more win for the Flames would 
assure them a finish atop the division, 
though two of their final three games 
will be played away from home.  The 
undefeated Cape Cod Crusaders lie 
ahead, but with Schramm in control, 
don’t count on these Flames burning 
out anytime soon.

Flames’ Schramm steals spotlight

By Matt Schwartz
With Wimbledon nearly an 

afterthought, the New York 
Sportimes of World TeamTen-
nis held their home opener 
on July 7th in Mamaroneck.  
However, there was still a 
Grand Slam caliber name on 
hand.  The club welcomed 
the Sacramento Capitals and 
their star, Anna Kournikova to 
Sportime Stadium at Harbor 
Island.

On this night, though, a 
nearby fireworks display 
produced more noise than 
Kournikova, who struggled 
mightily.  The fireworks, 
which exploded numerous 
times during play, were only 
another odd twist in a strange 
night for the Sportimes.

Play began with men’s sin-
gles, featuring the Sportimes’ 
Alex Bogomolov and Sam 
Warburg of the Caps.  It would 
seem that Warburg, who plays 
only in Challenger events, 
would be no match for the once 
97th ranked Bogomolov.  But 
the Caps rookie didn’t even 
let Bogo, as he is endearingly 
called by fans, find his groove.  
Warburg’s overpowering serve 
and heavy groundstrokes left 
the Moscow native helpless.  

Kournikova
STRUGGLES IN RETURN TO HARBOR ISLAND

doubles victory over Bogo 
and David Martin, paving the 
way for Kournikova to finish 
out the match in her two dou-
bles events.  But the knockout 
punch was never landed.

It seemed as if Kourniko-
va’s diamond earrings shined 
brighter than her game all 
through her time on court.  At 
many stages, she looked dis-
interested and bored, and the 
score showed it.  Kournikova 
and Warburg fell 5-2 to Har-
kleroad and Martin, further 
shaving the Caps lead to 16-
13.  Ironically enough, the 
married couple of Harkleroad 
and Bogo did not team up for 
this event.

Kournikova somewhat 
redeemed herself during wom-
en’s doubles, the evening’s 
final event.  With both benches 
on their feet and rooting after 
points, her play picked up vis-
ibly, but she and Spears failed 
to win three games, which 
would have clinched a vic-
tory for Sacramento.  Instead, 
after five events, the score was 
deadlocked at 18-18.  In the 
end, Spears and Kournikova 
defeated Harkleroad and 
Vladka Uhlirova in a tiebreaker 
to win the match for the Caps.

Despite failing in their come-
back attempt, many of the 
Sportimes were pleased with 
the way the night went.  World 
TeamTennis encourages loud 
cheering after every point, and 
the fans certainly provided it 
for the players.  Bogomolov 
noted that it would be nice, 
“to get the fans involved like 
this in pro tennis.  Like World 
TeamTennis, it would give 
everything more of a spirited 
feel.”

The Capital’s Bethany 
Mattek, who did not play 
due to injury, also stated that, 
“Hopefully we can incorporate 
something like this on the pro 
tour.  It’s a nice feel with your 
whole team sitting on the side 
cheering for you.” 

The loss dropped the Spor-
times to 0-2 on the season, but 
many matches lay ahead.  The 
return of Martina Hingis late 
in July will no doubt provide 
a spark, but until then New 
York must work with what 
they have.  That shouldn’t be 
a problem, though, consider-
ing their roster is full of play-
ers who are fully invested in 
these events.  Said Bogo of his 
team’s fighting spirit, “It was a 
beautiful thing.”

World TeamTennis holds opener
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Sacramento’s Stanford grad 
would take the event by a score 
of 5-0.

But the Sportimes mounted 
a comeback in women’s sin-
gles.  Ashley Harkleroad won 
the event for the Sportimes, 
defeating Abigail Spears 5-4.  

The match featured four ser-
vice breaks and shaky play 
from both sides, but it was 
Harkleroad’s punishing back-
hand that made the difference. 

Warburg and partner Travis 
Parrott extended the Caps over-
all lead to 14-8 after a men’s 

Anna Kournikova was 
at Mamaroneck’s 
Harbor Island last 
Saturday playing 
against the New York 
Sportimes.


