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EDUC 525 – Unit 2 
Assessment Vignette 

Group Members: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grades vs. Judgment  
 

Mr. Justice, a high school biology teacher, has a few dilemmas to resolve in trying to give first 
semester grades to some of his students.  One of his students, Marcus, consistently scores higher 
than almost anyone else in his class on quizzes and exams, but seems to expend little effort or 
interest in the process.  He seldom participates in group work beyond sitting with his assigned 
group and responding when absolutely necessary.  He does just the bare minimum when it comes 
to in class activities, and never turns in any homework assignments.  Marcus also receives 
extremely high marks on his standardized tests year after year.  His parents come to every open 
house and parent conference meeting, and they express a concern that their son maintains his 4.0 
GPA so that he can attend the local prestigious university as his father and grandfather did.  Mr. 
Justice has assured them that Marcus is very capable and aces every exam, but he also advised 
them that Marcus does not participate much in class and does not turn in any homework 
assignments.  They promise to encourage him to address these concerns, but it never seems to 
change much.  Mr. Justice has tallied up Marcus’s points for the year and they total 88.5% of the 
available points, which gives him a grade of “B” (The cutoff for an “A” is 90%).  However, the 
vast majority of the missing points are from homework assignments that he did not complete, 
even though he was clearly capable of doing so.  Mr. Justice advised Marcus of the grade he will 
be receiving, which he conveyed to his parents.  His father calls and demands a meeting with Mr. 
Justice and the principal to discuss the grade he intends to give Marcus.   

A. What grade would you feel comfortable giving to Marcus?  Justify your decision.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Part of learning in high school is being able to put in the effort when you are instructed to. 

Creating solid work habits is crucial to learn at such a young age. My classroom would stress the 

importance of putting effort in the classroom as part of the student’s grade. However, the overall 

goal in the classroom is become proficient in the subject matter being taught. Perhaps, Marcus 

needs to be challenged more in order to put in the effort. So despite the lack of effort, I am 

confident that he can move on to more advanced math topics. I will be willing to change Marcus’ 

grade to an “A-“ if he did an extended homework assignment which I will provide if he so 

chooses. 

 

A- 
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B. How would you respond to Marcus’s father who contends that the purpose of school is to 
ensure that students master the content, and that since Marcus obviously has mastered Biology 
content (as evidenced by his test grades) his course grade should reflect that mastery?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Timothy is also a student in Mr. Justice’s class, but his grade presents a very different dilemma.  
Timothy is one of his most enthusiastic students and is always engaged in class activities.  He 
seems to want to go the extra mile in every assignment that he is given, often doing far more that 
is asked of him.  He appears to make a sincere effort on his homework assignments, every one of 
which he turns in on time, although he seems to sometimes get confused as to the important 
concepts that are addressed.  He comes in before and after school when Mr. Justice tutors 
struggling students, and he is as determined to be successful as any student Mr. Justice has 
encountered.  Timothy’s point total represents 55% of the points available, giving him an “F” for 
the class (The cutoff for a “D” is 60%).  Most of the points that he did not receive are from tests, 
as he typically does very poorly on exams.  Many of the questions that he misses are the same 
questions that are covered with him during tutoring, which he seems to understand at that time.   

C. What grade are you comfortable giving to Timothy?  Justify your decision. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I would agree that part of my job as a teacher is to ensure that each student masters my subject 

matter. I would emphasize, though, the importance of creating good study habits for the future. I 

would addressed that part of education is learning about time management and doing assignments 

that you may not enjoy, but are part of the requirements. Also, my syllabus provided Marcus with 

a breakdown of my grading system, so there should not have been a surprise by the grade he got 

in the first place.  

 

Timothy is hard-working and motivating student as shown by his detailed effort in class and 

homework assignments. Part of my class emphasizes the importance of effort as a vital learning 

tool for these kids. I am comfortable giving Timothy a “D” for the year. However, I would need 

him to spend some extra hours getting tutored by me or another instructional aid so that I can feel 

comfortable that he will be ready to move on to more advanced topics next year. 

Grade: D 

 

Grade 
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D. Do you have concerns about perceived unfairness if you were to give him a passing grade 
even though his points don’t justify it?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E. Do you have concerns about the effect that an “F” might have on Timothy’s engagement and 
motivation in class for the second semester?  

 
 

Yes, students need to feel like the work they are putting in is being rewarded in some type of way. 

The grading system can be a biased criteria for what was actually accomplished in the classroom. I 

do not believe in a strick grading scale. I believe that every student is a different scenario and 

depending on their situation and motivation, it is worth considering a bump in their grade for the 

semester. I wouldn’t want to Timothy to stop trying all because of an “F” in the class. He needs to 

know that the work he is putting in is being noticed and rewarded by the teacher. 

I believe some students and teachers stress grades more than what was actually learned or achieved 

in the classroom. Sometimes all people care about are grades. My classroom stresses the importance 

of building strong study habits and putting effort in anything you do. However, I would feel 

uncomfortable knowing that I passed Timothy on to the next level considering that he will probably 

have a tougher time in a more advanced class. That is why I will also require Timothy to take 

tutoring sessions in order to get that boost in a grade.  
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Crystal is also a student in Mr. Justice’s class.  However, he does not have the same kind of 
dilemma in his evaluation of her.  Crystal is consistently one of the lowest achieving students in 
the class, but could seemingly care less.  She is always late to class, that is, when she bothers to 
show up at all.  She is an incessant talker during class, especially during direct instruction time, 
and is unfazed by attempts to punish her infractions with detention or referrals to the dean.  She 
does not participate in class, and laughs at the idea that the teacher would expect her to do 
homework during her own time after school is out.  Her point total about 16% of the points 
available, and Mr. Justice is very clear that she deserves and will receive an “F”.  He has tried 
during the semester to get her mother involved, with very little success.  The one time Mr. 
Justice was able to reach her on the phone she explained to him that she was a single mother and 
doing the best that she could.  She said that her job made it impossible for her to attend open 
house or back-to-school nights, but that she would see what she could do about getting Crystal to 
change her ways.  Crystal’s mother learned that she was going to receive an “F”, which would 
prevent her from participating in several school activities, including running for homecoming 
queen.  She requests a meeting with Mr. Justice, at which time she asks why he could not at least 
give her a “D” so that she would not be deprived of the kinds of school activities that might be 
cherished for a lifetime.   

F. How would you respond to Crystal’s mother on the question of giving her a “D” to allow her 
to participate in activities? Would you be willing to allow her to do extra-credit work to make up 
the difference? Why or why not?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
I would not allow Crystal to receive a “D” and allow her to participate for homecoming queen. 
Crystal’s mother needs to understand that the primary reason her child is in school is to get an 
education. It is also important that Crystal understands the value of hard work and effort. Throughout 
the year, she has not shown any motivation to learn my subject matter. If she showed effort during 
the year, I would consider bumping her grade to a “D”. However, this lack of effort has been with 
Crystal from the beginning of the semester. I would not allow an extra credit assignment either to 
bump her grade. I feel that, in this scenario, it is just an easy way out to get a D. Plus, she had all 
semester to fix her study habits. She chose not to. By giving her extra credit assignment to bump her 
grade, it is just giving Crystal the idea that she can get away with anything and someone will help her 
out in the end when she is in a ditch. She needs to learn the value of hard work and good study habits. 
I am comfortable giving Crystal an “F”. 


