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Lofty dreams and tall bikes

As gas prices increase so do the number of cyclists on the street, but one cyclist stands tall above the rest… literally.


Chico State student Derek Metz, 25, has an unusual take on the traditional bicycle. He rides what he likes to call a “Double Tall Bike,” two bike frames welded together, making his line of sight while riding come in at around eight feet.

Metz’ bike is visible from blocks away. Standing out makes Mets more visible to cars, but admits it’s a “double edged sword.”


“When I fall it hurts a lot more,” Metz says.


Before moving to Chico, Metz admits he didn’t ride bikes all that often. Bikes have become more of a part of his life due to gas prices, boredom, and the fact that his roommates are really into re-building bikes.


His first experience with welding happened in his high school metal shop but says that he got all his real experience working for a metal fabricator in Valencia, Calif. that makes props for movie studios.


“I like the strength and coldness of metal,” Metz says. 


 He was inspired to create his monster of a bike by hot rod builders from the 40’s and 50’s who used parts that were lying around to build up their vehicles.


“My backyard was a bike frame graveyard.” Metz says. “There were just frames lying around.”


Metz says he rides his tall bike for the exercise and because he lives so close to everything but, the most important reason he rides? 

“I like it cause it’s weird,” Metz says. “I mostly do it for shock value.”

Metz says that another reason he likes to ride his tall bike to show drivers that there are bikes on the road and drivers should be looking for them just the same way they are his tall bike.

“The first question everybody asks is how do you get on it and how do you get off it,” Metz says. 

At the beginning Metz had to plan where he would end up so that he could find a banister or lamppost to grab onto to dismount.

Metz found his savior in an online tutorial. “I learned how to mount it by watching someone on youtube do it.” Metz says.

Metz is quick to point out that he is not the first one to think of this style of bicycle. “I remember seeing a guy riding one in a Burning Man video as a teenager,” Metz said. “It didn’t seem too hard.”

Metz interests don’t just extend to bicycles.

What really got Metz interested in creating a art out of metal was his interest in assemblage art, art collages made with everyday objects. Armed with his resume of welding knowledge, Metz creates art from car parts, found recycled metal, and random tools he has lying around.

So why does Derek Metz create his metallic art from recycled parts je has lying around? “Most things are pointless,” Metz says. “Nothing really makes sense when you think about it.”

