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New safety measures to be implemented following Gainesville fatality  

Early this morning, a fatal accident occurred at ABC Global Metal’s Gainesville Extrusion Plant. A highly 

valued and respected employee, Melissa Clarington, was found in the maintenance pit of one of our 

plant’s extrusion presses. Melissa was an extrusion press operator and has been an employee of ABC 

Global Metals for 12 years.  

The specific details of the incident are unclear at this time. The safety fence around the maintenance pit 

has been down for repairs, however, stanchions were in place to prevent accidents to the best of our 

abilities. Company policy mandates all employees wear steel toe boots, hard hats, ear plug and safety 

goggles as well as completing a safety checklist prior to beginning each shift. It is believed that Melissa 

was wearing her protective clothing and that her checklist was completed.  

“Our first priority is employee safety,” said William J. Michaels, CEO of ABC Global Metals, “followed 

closely by our dedication to customer satisfaction.” 

ABC Global Metals is not anticipating any great delays to current orders and will reduce wait times by 

distributing orders among its other plants where possible, however, due to the highly specific nature of 

the products produced by ABC Global Metals, it will not be possible to outsource all of our upcoming 

orders. The Gainesville plant has been evacuated and shut down pending further investigation by the 

Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA), the Gainesville Police Department and our 

internal safety unit. The Gainesville plant will be closed for a minimum of 24 hours.  

Grief counsellors will be available to all employees upon the reopening of our Gainesville plant and new 

safety procedures will be put in place.  

We are saddened by the loss of an esteemed colleague and will do everythi ng in our power to prevent 

any future incidents such as this. Further information will be released as it becomes available.  
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MEDIA NOTE 

An accident occurred at ABC Global Metal’s Gainesville Extrusion Plant this morning at approximately 

7:55 resulting in an employee fatality. Police, fire officials and medical support were alerted and arrived 

on site within five minutes. Of the 250 employees at the Gainesville location, only 75-80 employees 

were at the plant at the time of the incident. The name of the deceased will not be released pending 

notification of family. ABC Global Metal regrets that this incident has taken place and will release further 

information as it becomes available.  

 

CEO STATEMENT 

“ABC Global Metal is deeply saddened by this morning’s incident and the loss of a valued employee at 

our Gainesville Extrusion Plant. We have closed the plant and it will remain closed pending further 

investigation by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration as well as Carl Cunneyworth our 

Gainesville plant’s director of safety. Grief counselling will be offered to employees upon the reopening 

of the plant. Further information will be released as it becomes available. 

 

 

MEDIA ALERT 

WHO:  William J. Michaels, CEO of ABC Global Metals 

  Michael Maroth, Plant Manager, Gainesville Extrusion Plant 

  Carl Cunneyworth, VP Manufacturing and Director of Safety 

WHAT/WHY: ABC Global Metal will be holding a media briefing to announce further developments in 

this morning’s incident at its Gainesville Extrusion Plant.   

WHERE: ABC Global Metals 

  Gainesville Extrusion Plant 

  Gainesville, Georgia 

WHEN:  11:30 a.m., Monday, November 23, 2009  
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