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To Build Or Not To Build? 

That is a really good question

By Evan Gesualdi, President, Muskoka Lakes Association, (MLA)

Imagine a place where at night the only sound is that of a loon’s call in the wind. As the sun rises in the east and the mist settles on the lake, the reflection of the trees on the water sparkles. A setting where one comes to understand what clean air smells like. Muskoka is a place where friendship, family, and love flourish. 

Only a two hour drive north of Toronto, Muskoka is one of the most sought out locations for cottaging in North America. The region’s breathtaking scenery, beautiful cottages, and historical background create an atmosphere that cannot be duplicated. 

Peter Fowler, CEO of Service Inspired Restaurants Corporation, recently purchased around 1000 acres of land on Lake Rosseau’s north end. Fowler has teamed up with J.W. Marriott and is only a signature away from building a multi-million dollar resort, which will be managed by Marriott Corporation, calling it Red Leaves. As the Muskoka Lakes Association President, I do not agree with the decision to build such a large development on an amazing natural piece of property. Muskoka’s popularity will increase with this development and many negative aspects will come along with that.

The hotel’s blueprints show that it will have 250 rooms, four restaurants, and a spa. With such a large capacity, local restaurants and resorts that thrive from summer business, will severely suffer. Muskoka’s oldest hotel, Cleveland’s House, is a stone throw away from Fowler’s piece of land. For the past 135 years Cleveland’s House has been giving memorable Muskoka vacations to thousands of families combining its breathtaking views and relaxing atmosphere. The hotel’s buildings have historic character that captures the true essence and feel of what Muskoka represents.  

The visual aspect and architecture of Red Leaves will look unnatural with its surroundings, as well as an eyesore on the natural landscape of the environment and an invasion of privacy to houses close by. The construction will create a lot of waste and disrupt the natural state of the land. Another negative aspect of the development will be in the increase in boat and car traffic, which will then lead to more drinking and driving related problems. 

An opposing (good) view on this subject is that the resort will create hundreds of jobs for people in the area. I agree that creating more jobs is a positive aspect to the development. However, Muskoka is not a highly populated town, most of the people are currently working at other resorts and businesses in the area. Not to mention that most of the employees who will be working at the resort will come from within Marriott Corporation.

The negative aspects will most be felt by the Muskoka Lakes Association, residents and Muskoka cottagers, and small businesses in and around the region. The urbanization here is getting out of hand. It is a possibility that Red Leaves may attract more developments and large corporations, which could force small privately owned businesses to sell.  

The Muskoka Lakes Association is only made up of 20 members. Please help us keep Muskoka a place where we can leave our worries behind. A serenity that is only achieved in this magnificent place. Visit our Website at www.mla.on.ca and help us save our community.
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