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Police believe robber of local bank is caught
By Robyn Rogers
NT Managing Editor

 Local police believe the 
man responsible for the rob-
bery of the First Financial 
Bank in Hartford City may 
be off the streets. Lt. J.D. 
Beckley of HCPD has been 
working with state and federal 
authorities on the six-month-
old holdup, which occurred on 
the morning of Dec. 15, 2008 
in downtown Hartford City.
 A 50-year-old south-
ern Indiana man, Charles E. 
Miller II, is being held in 
the Henderson County Jail in 
Kentucky as a federal inmate. 

A federal grand jury indicted 
Miller, 49, Elberfeld, on April 
23 on two counts of bank rob-
bery and a third count of using 
a firearm during the commis-
sion of a violent crime, accord-
ing to the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office, Southern District.
 So far no publicly available 
paperwork has linked Miller 
to the Hartford City robbery 
and he is considered inno-
cent of it until proven guilty. 
However, Pendleton, Ind. 
police released a statement this 
week saying they think Miller 
robbed another First Financial 
Bank in Rushville, Ind. two 
days prior to the Hartford City 

robbery. Pendleton Police 
Chief Marc Farrer said in a 
news release that FBI agents 
investigating the case believe 
Miller is responsible for rob-
bing M & I Bank in Pendleton 
on Dec. 16 2008.
 The robberies that Miller is 
publicly accused of commit-
ting include an Integra Bank 
branch in Winslow, Indiana 
on April 17, and a Fifth Third 
Bank branch in Haubstadt, 
Ind. on Feb. 17. 
 He also is suspected of rob-
beries in Spencer, Liberty and 
Hagerstown.
 Lt. Beckley met with the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

in Pendleton recently and 
compared the cases they had 
on Miller to what local police 
have. The similarities were 

significant. However, the fed-
eral investigation into each 
robbery is ongoing.
 The indictment alleges that 

on April 17 Miller entered the 
Integra Bank branch on Ind. 61 
and waved a Browning 9 mm 
pistol with a ported barrel.
 According to Assistant U.S. 
Attorney Todd Shellenbarger, 
who is prosecuting the case 
against Miller, the accused 
could face a possible sentence 
of life in prison if convicted 
of using a firearm in a crime 
of violence. He also faces pos-
sible sentences of 25 years for 
each conviction on a bank rob-
bery. Miller said it is common 
for state charges to be dropped 
in lieu of federal charges in a 
case such as this.
[Continued on back.]

 Identifying animals for the 
Indiana State Fair has become 
a high technology process.
 The Indiana State Fair 
is entering its third year for 
requiring cattle (beef and 
dairy), sheep and goats to be 
retinal scanned as part of the
entry procedure.
 Rae Ann O'Neill, 4-H 
Youth Development Educator 
with Purdue Extension has 
been trained and has been 
training volunteers locally to 
do the procedure. 
 "It is more difficult than it 
looks," stated O'Neill. "It is 
especially difficult with sheep
and the most difficult with 
goats. The retina is much 
smaller with these animals 
than with cattle."
 Each retina is different 
and can be used to identify 
an animal. In years past, the 
nose of the animals was "nose 
printed." This involved using 
finger print ink. It was messy, 
difficult to do in cold weather, 
and was much harder to use to 
identify, O'Neill said.
 It, too, was most difficult to 
do with sheep and goats, she 
added. " Their noses are small 
and you would have to print 
the center and each side," she 
explained.
 Most counties and the state 
fair would use law enforce-
ment officers trained in match-
ing finger prints to "read" the 
nose prints. "With the retinal 
scans it is much easier to iden-
tify. Almost anyone can do it," 
O'Neill said.
 The local volunteers spend 
several hours practicing prior 
to the scanning date. The pro-
cedure involves programming 
the video card used in the 

computer/camera, getting a 
GPS lock, entering the tag 
number and taking a picture 
of the tag with the scanner. 
 Then comes the hard part–
scanning both eyes. "We have 
to scan both eyes in case one 
of them would become dam-
aged between now and the 
state fair," O'Neill continued.
 The retina has to be cen-
tered into the camera when 
the scan is taken. "You have 
to line the 'trunk' of the retina 
between two lines. It cannot be 
too low or too high on the eye. 
It cannot be blurred or have 
glare on it. It is a challenge to 
get a good scan," she said.
 After the scanning is com-
pleted, O'Neill takes the infor-
mation and sends it by com-
puter to Purdue for use at 
the state fair. Copies are also 
printed and filed with enroll-
ment forms.
 In all, O'Neill has trained 
seven volunteers. They 
include: Deanna Rinker, 
Travis Weschke, Phil Freel, 
Scott Shrader, Larry Pluimer, 
Rachel Jones and Charlie 
Stepp.
 O'Neill stressed, "Without 
the great volunteers we would 
not be able to provide our 
youth with such opportuni-
ties. I have over 80 different 
people that give of their time, 
talent and resources to make 
sure 4-H continues here. 
 "This equipment was also 
expensive. The Blackford 
County 4-H Fairboard had to 
raise over $2,500 to purchase 
the equipment and pay for the 
scans. I am very proud of the 
volunteers I have the privilege 
to work with."

Deanna Rinker, left, and Rachel Jones, 4-H 
fairboard volunteers, conducted retinal scans 
on a goat at the fairgrounds in Hartford City 

Friday, May 15 in preparation for 4-H Fair. 
Seven volunteers have been trained to help 
with the project.   – NT photo by Charles Stepp

Identifying 4-H 
animals has 
gone high tech

New Indiana 
license plate 
will honor
POWs, MIAs 
 INDIANAPOLIS (AP) 
— A new auto license plate to 
honor Indiana veterans who 
are listed as POWs or miss-
ing in action will be available 
to motorists next year.
 Most of the proceeds 
from the new specialty plate 
announced by the Bureau of 
Motor Vehicles on Thursday 
will go to a trust fund to assist 
veterans and their families in 
times of financial hardship.
 The announcement was 
made at a departure event 
for the Indiana chapter of 
Rolling Thunder’s annual 
ride to the Vietnam Memorial 
on Memorial Day weekend. 
Rolling Thunder is a motor-
cyclists group dedicated to 
bringing full accountability 
for POWs and MIAs from all 
wars.
 Any motorist will be able 
to buy the new plate next 
year for an additional cost 
of $40, with $25 going to 
the trust fund and $15 to the 
BMV.

Charles Miller II is shown in his April booking photos.

Editor’s Note: This is part 
of a series of articles from 
Purdue Extension Service to 
help you weather the economic 
downturn.

By Kristi Henry
Purdue Ext. CFS Educator

 Because spending decisions 
affect everyone who lives in 
your household, when your 
income drops it is important 
to communicate openly with 
them about the situation. Let 
them know everyone needs 
to change his or her spending 
patterns. Involve everyone in 
deciding priorities. If others 
understand the tough choices 
that must be made and have a 
voice in making the decisions, 
they will be more willing to 
accept the decisions.
 As members of your house-
hold talk about what is most 
important, be sure to listen 

to what they say. Supporting 
each other can help you pull 
together and get through these 
tough times. 
 Studies show that individu-
als and families respond to 
reduced income by cutting 
their spending. Spending for 
nonessentials such as vaca-
tion, eating out, recreation, 
and home furnishings are lim-
ited first. If the financial situ-
ation does not improve, many 
people report reducing spend-
ing for basic needs including 
food, shelter, transportation, 
and medical care.  When dol-
lars are scarce, people say 
they revise their budgets. 
Most make a new spending 
plan that includes a new strat-
egy for getting bills paid.
 Creating a spending plan 
is not difficult. The major 
requirements are income and 

spending records, knowledge 
of family spending goals 
and priorities, and a certain 
amount of patience and dis-
cipline to get the plan started 
and see it through.
 Financial counselors point 
out that the most difficult and 
time-consuming step in any 
financial activity is the first 
one – getting started. Once 
you have begun, chances are 
any required record keeping 
will take only an hour a week 
or less. This probably is less 
time than you spend watching 
television, and the payoff is 
likely higher. 
 The first step in creating a 
spending plan is to calculate 
how much income you will 
have to work with over the 
coming year.  It is important 
to know when income will 
become available as well as 
how much. Add up your cur-
rent income from all sources. 
Include income from other 
members of your household 
if used for shared expenses. 
When income is uncertain, it 
is a good idea to err on the 
conservative side in your esti-
mates. 

 To see if your household is 
operating within its available 
income or how spending pat-
terns could be changed, you 
need to take a serious look 
at expenses. Expenses can be 
divided into those that are 
fixed, at least in the short 
term, and those that are flex-
ible. It is easier to see the 
general pattern of spending 
if expenses are categorized. 
This reveals the percentage of 
income spent on food, hous-
ing, clothing, medical care, 
insurance, and other items.  
There can be no hard-and-fast 
rules for household spend-
ing because individual needs, 
tastes, and economic cir-
cumstances are so important. 
However, examining spend-
ing by each category does 
highlight potential differences 
between stated goals and pri-
orities and actual spending 
patterns and income. 
For additional information 
on spending plans when you 
are going through major 
life changes contact your 
Blackford County Purdue 
Extension Office at 765-348-
3213.

When income drops, set spending priorities

By Cynthia Payne
NT Publisher
newstimes@cueconnex.com

 With little discussion, the 
Blackford County School 
Board passed a reduction in 
force (RIF) or non-renewal of 
eight teaching positions at the 
end of the current school year 
at the school board meeting 
Tuesday, May 19.
 The board had given 
approval to the school admin-
istration to send out 12 RIF 
notices at its March 17 board 
meeting. The state requires 
that RIF notices have to be 
sent by mid-April. Schools 

can  hire back individuals, but 
after the deadline new notices 
cannot be sent out. 
 The plan has been to reduce 
at least 6-8 teaching jobs and 
hire back the rest of those who 
received RIF notices, depend-
ing on finances, including 
stimulus money.
 Those on the May 19 list 
include:
 • Cindy Bartling, sec-
ond grade teacher at Southside 
Elementary
 • Nikia Bradley, physi-
cal education teacher at 
Hartford City Middle School

[Continued on back.] 

8 teachers RIFed
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