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By Robyn Rogers
  
 Though admittedly facing 
possibly the most dire budget 
year of Dennis Whitesell’s two 
administrations, the city is set 
to weather the tough economic 
times.
 Despite the announcement 
that there is no ethanol plant 
in the city’s near future, and 
the erosion of the tax base with 
the closing of DesLauriers Inc. 
last year  and Hartford Metal 
Products and International Paper 
this year, Hartford City is getting 
by.
 During his state of the city 
address in February, the mayor 
said no one employee in a busi-
ness is ever irreplaceable, and no 
business in Hartford City can-
not be replaced. The mayor is 
ever vigilant for new opportu-
nities for Hartford City and is 
working closely with Blackford 
Economic Development Corp. to 
market the city.
 With the current opportunities 
for grant money from the federal 
stimulus package and, it’s pos-
sible the city could see an influx 
of outside money in the near 
future.  
 In another month or so it will be 
learned whether or not Hartford 
City has received a $2.6 mil-
lion Neighborhood Stabilization 
Program (NSP) grant through 
the Indiana Housing Finance 
Authority. If received, the money 
would help the center city shed 
some blighted buildings and 
replace them with new and reha-
bilitated housing. This sprucing 
up would occur mostly over the 
next two years with some money 
rolled over into a longer time 
period.
 The construction phase for a 
smaller $125,000 housing grant 
is about to begin, and so is test-
ing to determine if the former 
Willman Lumber Yard is con-

taminated. That should clear the 
way for the redevelopment of 
the property at Ind. 26 and Mill 
Street.
 In its own mini-stimulus, the 
city is financing four new police 
cruisers. In the coming month 
the water tower in Sigma Phi 
Gamma Park will be painted. 
Another project for this year is 
Gettys Drive. This is the road 
that will connect Prospect Drive 
with Wabash Avenue.  
 The road will allow semi 
trucks to access Petoskey Plastics 
without using Wabash Avenue.  
This keeps the big trucks from 
driving through a residential 
area.  Hartford City agreed to 
build this road when Petoskey 
Plastics was considering buying 
the old Overhead Door. Petoskey 
is a facility that recycles plastic 
bags.
 Mayor Whitesell is a mayor 
who like to learn lessons from 
history. This excerpt from his 
State of the City speech sums up 
where our city stands in history 
today:
 “I have heard many times that 
people want to go back to the 
good old days when Blackford 
County was booming.  Now 
looking at our history, I have 
concluded that they really are 
not talking about a period when 
Hartford City was considered a 
boom town, but they are merely 
talking about their youth.  
 According to history the 
1890s is the true time period that 
Hartford City was indeed what 
we now call a boom town.  During 
this period of time, Hartford City 
offers free natural gas to manu-
facturing plants which pays big 
dividends.  Eleven glass plants 
located in Hartford City by 
1900 along with a handful of 
other manufacturing companies 
including a couple of paper com-
panies.  
 The 1890s is also the time 

period when much of our down-
town was built.  The population 
of Blackford County in 1890 was 
10,461.  
 The boom increased our pop-
ulation to 17,213 by 1900.  I do 
believe that this does indeed show 
the true glory days of Hartford 
City and Blackford County.  
 However in the early 1900s 
the natural gas in this area started 
to dry up, and with the loss of 
gas, there was a loss of glass 
plants.  
 “This is shown by the fact 
that the population of Blackford 
County in 1910 was 15,820.  This 
is the biggest decline in popula-
tion that Blackford County has 
seen in a 10 year stretch.  Since 
1910 the lowest population has 
been 13,617 in 1930.  We have 
grown to a high of 15,888 in 
1970 and we are currently pro-
jected to have a population of 
just below 14,000.  
 “Again, just like the rest of 
America, we have seen worse 
times in our community and we 
are still operating.  We have had 
our better times and our worse 
times, but we have maintained 
a fairly steady population for 
almost one whole century, start-
ing in the year 1910.  
 “So again, history tells us that 
we will survive this economic 
crisis.  Four years ago, I stood 
up here and talked about an ice 
storm.  
 “Any of you that were here 
then remember how I talked 
about the whole community 
coming together to help each 
other through a very difficult 
time.  We had areas without 
power for almost a week, trees 
were falling, yet we all had food 
and shelter readily available.   
 “This economy is that type 
of a storm, and if we all stick 
together and we help one anoth-
er, we will come out of this ready 
for a bright future.”

Hartford City works 
toward a bright future

October 2008 crews worked to clear the remain of the S. Monroe 
St. viaduct.

Sparks were flying on the 100-year-old Jefferson St. viaduct that 
began coming down in October 2008.

Mark Cooper and Brett Mahan Dept. of Public Works spent the 
recent unseasonably warm day to repair potholes in Hartford City.

HARTFORD CITY FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST) 

500 N. High Street 
Since 1889 

Phone 348-3325 
Praise Singing & worship 9:30 a.m. Church School 10:45 a.m. 

Children’s church each Sunday 

“To be and to share the Good News of Jesus Christ, witnessing, loving and 
serving from our doorsteps ‘to the ends of the earth.’” (Acts 1:8) 

Youth  Director

Jennifer 
Chandler!

 At the turn of the 20th Century, 
there were two daily newspaper 
in Hartford City, one represent-
ing each political party. They 
were:
 •  Evening News 
(Democratic) by E E Cox, 213 
North Jefferson St.

 • T i m e s - G a z e t t e 
(Republican) by Times-Gazette 
Co. 210 West Main St.
 There also were two weekly 
newspapers, as well as an inde-
pendent publication. They were:
 • The Saturday Advertiser 
(Independent) by Geo R Dale, 

circulation 2,000
 • Telegram (Democratic) 
by E E Cox,  213 North Jefferson 
Street.
 • T i m e s - G a z e t t e 
(Republican) by Times-Gazette 
210 West Main Street.
 The Hartford City News-
Times began as the Hartford 
City Times in 1885. Elwood 
Huffman and Frank Geisler 
owned the newspaper for ten 
years. 
 Archie Tracy purchased the 
business in 1895 and merged 
the operations with the rival 
Daily Times-Gazette at the turn 
of the century.  
 Herbert Honey bought the 
Times in 1919 and, with the 
assistance of Ralph Monfort, 
merged the company with the 
Blackford County News in 
1937. 
 The American Daily 
Publishing Company bought 
The Hartford City News-

Times in 1977. American Daily 
Publishing Company, Inc. sold 
the Hartford City News-Times to 
American Publishing Company, 
Inc. (a division of Hollinger, 
Inc.) in December of 1986.  
 The papers remained with 
American Publishing Company, 
Inc. until 1996 when the News-

Times was conveyed to Thomson 
Newspapers.  
 In August of 1997 the News 
Times was acquired from 
Thomson Newspapers by 
Whitewater Valley Publishing 
Company, Inc., a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Community Media 
Group, Inc.

News Times has long history in Hartford City

In-house Financing Available with Credit Approval

We are making changes for the better & 
that is our “Progress”!

Cadle’s Sherwood / Nottingham Woods
Bring your own home in today & receive a move in special with a 1 year signed lease.

New & Late Model Homes Now Available Move in Today!

Office Hours:
Open Monday - Friday  • Saturday by appointment only

1714 S Walnut • Hartford City, In 47348 • Office: 765-348-5013 Cell: 765-499-9369

Sherwood:
Lot Rent $222/Month

Includes: Water • Sewage • Trash
*Single wide available now for rent

216 W. Main St.
Hartford City, IN

765-348-4181

Hours:
Tues-Fri   8 am-5pm
Sat 8 am - 3 pm
Closed Sunday & Monday

Steve Mahoney - Owner



  Past presidents of 
the Hartford City, Chamber 
of Commerce, according to 
Chamber records, from 1955 
through 2009-2010 include:
 • Ernest Durr, I&M 
Electric 1955-57
 • Clifford Kraning, 3M 
Company, 1957-58
 • James Hughes, I&M 
Electric 1958-59
 • William Croker, Indiana 
Bell Telephone, 1959-60
 • James Maddox, Rural 
Loan & Savings, 1960-61
 • Robert Renner, The 
Citizens State Bank, 1961-62
 • Jerry Rude, 3M 
Company, 1962-63
 • Arthur Needler, Hoover-
Needler Furniture, 1963-64
 • Robert Bolen, Franklin 
Finance Company, 1964-65
 • James Gadbury, Willman 
Lumber Company, 1965-66
 • Walter Summers, 
Montgomery Ward Company, 
1966-67
 • Richard Harrell, I&M 
Electric, 1967-68 and 1968-69

 • Lucy Headley, I&M 
Electric, 1969-70
 • Robert Barry, Peterson, 
Ervin, Barry, 1970-71
 • John Loeffler, G.C. 
Murphy Store, 1971-72
 • William McGriff, Joe’s 
Foods, 1972-73
 • Robert Johnson, 
Production Credit Association, 
1973-74
 • Donald Horton, Indiana 
Bell Telephone, 1974-75
 • Joe Williams, I&M 
Electric, 1975-76
 • James Custer, 3M 
Company, 1976-77
 • Ron Winder, Winder 
Shoes, 1977-78
 • Jeff Thomas, G.C. 
Murphy Store, 1978-79
 • Charles Rickett, 
Hartford City News Times, 
1979-80
 • Monte Needler, Hoover-
Needler Furniture, 1980-81
 • Raymond Cline, The 
Citizens State Bank, 1981-82
 • David C. Ford, Ford & 
Young, 1982-83

 • George Wilson, Ken’s 
Bandag, Inc., 1983-84
 • Wayne McCardle, Farm 
Bureau Insurance, 1984-85
 • James Kouns, Hartford 
True Value Hardware, 1985-86
 • Garry Garlish, The 
Citizens State Bank, 1986-87
 • Fred King, I&M 
Electric, 1987-88
 • Ted A. Leas, City 
Savings Bank, 1988-89
 • Don Young, 3-Way 
Builders, 1989-90
 • Peggy Poulson, PJ’s 
Sport Hut, 1990-91
 • Larry Garrett , 
Dependable Trust, 1991-92
 • Carol McKinley, 
1992-93
  • Dave Montgomery, 
Dave’s Car Corner, 9 93-94 
 •   Rita Bell, 1994-95
 • Tim Thomas & Carol Baird, 
1995-96
 •  Kevin Mahan, 1996-97 
 • Mike Richardson, 1997-98
  • Mike Cale, 1998-99
 • Lee Williams, 1999-00 

 • Dave Montgomery,  2000-
01
 • Kevin Mahan, 2001-02
 • Bill McGriff, 2002-03
 • Bernie Sones, 2003-04
 • Kevin Miniear, 2004-05
 

• Cathy Weschke,  2005-06
 • Dennis Whitesell,  2006-07
 • Dan Borgenheimer,  2007-
08
 • Missy Shrock, 2008-09
 • Rob Sisson, 2009-10
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Hartford Chamber of Commerce lists presidentsProudly Serving 
Montpelier and the 

Blackford County Community!

 Jim McPherson - Mayor
 Tom Mounsey - Council President
 Ronald Twibell - Council
 Kathy Casterline - Council
 Mike Lee - Council
 Maria Thiery - Council
 Jerry Brown - Chief of Police
 Chris Snyder - Asst. Chief of Police
 Matt Mansfield - Patrolman
 Kevin Smith - Partrolman
 Kerry Oswalt - K-9 Officer
 Reno - K-9 Dog
 Kevin Basey - City Attorney
 Kelli Schriver - Clerk Treasurer
 Roberta Lancaster - Deputy Clerk
 Jody Harter - Claims Clerk
 Rita Rogers - Part time office help
 Bruce Haisley - Water Superintendent
 Robert Bunch - Wastewater Superintendent
 Robert King - Maintenance Supervisor
 Jerry Yencer - Maintenance Dept.
 Tyson Zook- Part Time help
 Brian Mahorney- Part time help

1619 N. High  • Hartford City
348-4850

1619 N. High • Hartford City, IN 47348 (765) 348-4850 • Fax (765) 348-3991

Providing  Quality Dental Care for 34 years

Ronald G. Wolf
D.D.S.
Ronald G. Wolf
D.D.S.
Our Pride
is in Your
Smile.
1619 N. High Street
Hartford City, IN
765•348•4850

Full Dental Services

 Church 765-348-0955
1402 W. Water St. (Hwy 26W)
Parsonage 765-348-3235
Hartford City, In 47348
Services

 - Sunday School               9:30 am

 Morning Worship           10:30 am

Evening Worship               6:00 pm

Wednesday Service            7:00 pm

Pastor: Steven High         

Associate Pastor: Laura High

Vacation Bible School :  June 18 - 22    

9:00am to 11:30am

First Church of the Nazarene    
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 How healthy is Lick Creek in 
Hartford City?  
 Eighth grade science students 
at Hartford City Middle School 
found out for themselves as 
part of the Hoosier River Watch 
Water Quality program.
 As part of the class project, 
the students and their teacher, 
Matt Allen, determined the qual-
ity of the local Blackford County 
watershed. The program offers 
students a “one day snapshot” of 
water quality through a number 
of hands-on tests and observa-
tions.
 Allen explained that after a 

recent visit to Big Lick Creek, 
students were able to determine 
that all indicators point to a 
healthy water system. 
 A few of the many activities 
students conducted at the site 
involved testing oxygen/nitrate 
levels, classifying macroinverte-
brates, and mapping the area for 
downed trees and other habitat. 
Allen says students also learn 
which creatures are pollution 
tolerant, and which creatures are 
pollution intolerant.  A l l e n 
explained this is important infor-
mation in determining the health 
of a particular body of water. 

 He said the spring results will 
be compared to a trip students 
took to study the creek in the 
fall, which will provide even 
more opportunities for learning.
 Students who participated in 
the River Watch project realize 
the importance of their efforts 
and think the program is a great 
opportunity to learn more about 
the ecology of the local creek. 
 Of course, there are some 
downfalls, (of the physical vari-
ety), to the project–a few of the 
middle school students have been 
known to get wet during their 
experiments, explained Franny 
Pauley, an eighth grade student, 
who said she is very involved in 
ecology in Blackford County.
 According to Allen, the River 
Watch project has been a suc-
cessful partnership between 
Blackford County Schools, 
Taylor University and the 
3M corporation.  Dr. Michael 
Guebert of Taylor University 
provides the training and 3M, 
through its local liaison Brian 
Givens, provides the funding to 
make the project available to 
local students 
 “My eventual goal would be 
to have all eighth grade students 
participate,” said Allen.

Hartford City Middle School students (from the 
left) Brian Childers, Dustin Davis, teacher Matt 
Allen, and Franny Pauley readied their equip-

ment to test the water quality of Big Lick Creek 
as part of the Hoosier River Watch Water Quality 
program.

Hartford City Middle School–Riverwatch

Coffel’s Family Market

580 S. Main • Montpelier • 765-728-9447

Proudly Serving the Montpelier Community!
Since 1997

• Full Service Meat & Deli Dept.
• Homemade Salads
• Annual flowers and vegetable plants available
• Dollar Department with:
 Health & Beauty
 Cleaning Supplies

Excavating

Trenching 
Backhoe

Trucking
crawler

4371 w. 900 S.
PoneTo, in 46781

rick ramSeyer
(765) 728-5571
fax (765) 728-5782

CommerCial • residential

Proudly Serving Blackford and wells counties
for 30 years!

FROG ALLEY

765-331-0272

New & used Lawn Equipment

2812 W 500 N-Hartford City

0696 E SR 26 
Hartford City

Your locally owned Home Health Agency

wwwheartswithintegrity.com
Our Promise

Our clients deserve more than a Mission Statement or Executive Summary, they deserve respect, independence, and our “promise” that we, Hearts 
With Integrity, Home Health Agency, offer our clients the highest level of professional and personal care. We are committed to serving each client with    

respect and dignity, allowing them to remain as independent as possible. We promise to maintain the rights and privacies of each client.

“Quality Service With A Caring Heart”

SKILLED CARE
Home care services provide you with a range of assistance, including skilled medical care, home support services or a combination of both.

Skilled care is conducted under the direction of your doctor.

Registered nurses (R.N.s) and licensed practical nurses (L.P.N.s) provide professional-level medical services such as injections and intravenous 

(IV) therapy, wound care, health education, and medical assessments. R.N.s may also provide case management services. 

Physical therapists help restore strength and mobility after surgery or an injury or if you are disabled. They use specialized equipment to relieve 

pain and treat injured joints and muscles. Physical therapists can also teach you or your caregivers techniques for walking and helping you move 

from one position to another. 

HOME SUPPORT SERVICES
These services include tasks such as light housecleaning, running errands and preparing meals.  These services may be all you need to allow you 

to continue living independently in your own home.   

Home health aides help with daily activities such as getting in and out of bed, getting around, bathing, using the toilet, and getting dressed. They 

can also help with meal preparation, shopping, laundry, and housekeeping.

• Homemakers help prepare meals, shop, do laundry and other housekeeping chores. They do not do any hands 
   on activities.

• Companions stay with you if you cannot stay alone at home for medical or safety reasons. 
They provide companionship and some assist with household tasks. They do not provide any hands on activities. 

You may need a Combination of care:  Our team carries out a detailed care plan tailored to meet your 
specific needs.  Hearts with Integrity is committed to excellence and positive outcomes for the individuals 
entrusted in our care.  Our clients and their families value the convenience, quality care and compassionate 
employees we offer.  We carefully listen to your goals and advise you on effective strategies for reaching 
those goals, and we work with you to achieve those goals.

HEARTS WITH INTEGRITY
P.O. BOX 547

1603 North Walnut Street
Hartford City, IN 47348

(765) 347-8110 or (800) 217-7102
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By Tami Roach

 In 1969 McCammons Trucking start-
ed business on Farm Bureau Drive in 
Hartford City with one truck and three 
employees. Before moving to their pres-
ent location at 3365 E. 100 N. they had 
acquired ten trucks. 
 Now they have 35 trucks, 34 drivers, 
four office employees and three mechan-
ics. The owners, Darrell and Patricia 
McCammon, after 40 years in business, 
are semi-retired and have turned over 
the business to their daughter, Pamla 
(McCammon) Mackey. Patricia stated, 
“We like to travel in our motorhome and 
go to Florida five weeks out of the year 
and go snowmobiling in the UP (upper 
Pennsylvania Peninsula).
 Years ago when McCammons started 
they hauled grain for local farmers and 
local grain elevators. Darrell comment-
ed, “Several years ago there were grain 
elevators throughout the entire area. Now 
there are a only a few left.”
 Patricia said, “We had a contract with 
Bathey, that later became Armco, hauling 
auto parts baskets. Hartford Concrete is 
probably our oldest customer and we still 
haul for them today. When Armco closed 

we got a contract with Beerco and hauled 
for them for years, until they went out of 
business.”
 Since then they have taken on long 
hauls and continue to do so today. They 
tell they once hauled a load of 
Victoria’s Secret lingerie, a load 
of Bibles, and out of Michigan 
they hauled huge solid oak lock-
ers to major universities across the 
United States.
 Presently McCammon’s haul 
for several local and area busi-
nesses such as 3M, Hartford 
Glass, Hartford Concrete, Petosky 
Plastics, Ecowater, Gripco, Smith 
Consulting, Rock Tenn, Meridian 
Foods, and also several customers 
in Marion. They have operating 
authority with 37 states across the 
United States.
 Last year three of their employ-
ees retired, two of them after 
39 years of employment with 
them. Ronnie Ireland retired as 
a mechanic after 39 years; Frank 
Hall retired after 39 years of driv-
ing for McCammon’s; Bill Litteral, 
also a driver, retired after 30 years 
of service; and Ed Wright drove 

for them for 16 years before retiring.
 Owners are Darrell and Patricia 
McCammon with Darrell serving as 
President and Patricia as Secretary/
Treasurer; CFO, Pamla L. Mackey; 

Operations Manager, Jack Davis; 
Safety Director, Dana Sharpe; Billing 
Clerk, Connie Ward; Shop Manager, 
Steve Szilagyi; and mechanics, Kyle 
McCammon and Nathan Zavattaro.

McCammon Trucking celebrates 40 years 

Staff at McCammon Trucking includes: (seated, front) Darrell McCammon, Patricia 
McCammon, (second row) Connie Ward, Dana Sharpe, Pam Mackey, (back row) Steve 
Szilagyi, Kyle McCammon, Jack Davis and Nathan Zavattaro.

  With service in their hearts, 
sisters Chris Hawes and Carol 
Robles are the embodiment of 
everything that Hearts With 
Integrity represents and the com-
pany’s logo speaks to that very 
fact. The center of the logo shows 
the two sisters with their arms 
outstretched encircling the center 
of the home, as if hugging the 
resident of the home. The sisters’ 
outlines form the heart in the 
logo, recognition of where the 
organization’s focus of quality 
care and assistance originate. 
 The heart is inside the home, 
which is open and inviting, wel-
coming the sisters inside. This is 
also where service will be given, 
in the comfort of the client’s 
homes. 
 The base, or foundation, of the 
home is the actual name of the 
company, Hearts With Integrity, 
Home Health Agency, further 
defining the sisters’ promise to 
respect the rights of each client 
with Integrity. All of these aspects 
combined create a compassionate 
and free-standing, independent 
structure, that supports the life-
style and independent needs of 
their clients.
     The client has a choice on 
who they want for their home 
care to assist in their recovery 
after hospitalization. Hearts With 
Integrity is locally owned and 
co-owner Carol Robles stated, 

“It’s important for us to provide 
good care to everyone, especially 
within our community. We are 
the only home health care agen-
cy in Blackford County that is 
licensed and certified. 
 “Being local, you know you 
can trust us and our goal is to 
meet the needs of all of our 
patients. We have a compassion 
for our senior citizens.” 
     Chris Hawes said, “Our family 
has been in the area for 45 years 
and we call this place home. Our 
children and grandchildren have 
been raised and schooled right 
here in Blackford County.” 
 Robles continues, “We did a 
lot of praying before deciding 
to take on this responsibility of 
starting a new business.” Due to 
the lack of services available in 
this area and the advice of Jean 
McDonald, Indiana Association 
of Home and Hospice Care, for 
them to become medicare and 
medicaid certified. “If you really 
want to take care of your commu-
nity you will become medicare 
and medicaid certified,” she told 
them,  
      Robles commented, “With this 
weighing on our hearts during 
our drive back from Indianapolis 
Chris and I had a long discussion 
on this type of committment, 
meaning long hours and hard 
work. We knew this was God’s 
will for us.”

      

The first step to finding a home 
care service is to talk to your 
doctor or your physical or occu-
pational therapist about what ser-
vices you’ll need. You may only 
require an occasional visit from a 
nurse to administer medication, 
or you may need more elaborate 
medical care or other types of 
support.
     Your nurse, doctor, hospital 
social worker or hospital dis-
charge planner may be able to rec-
ommend several reputable home 
health care agencies. Your friends 
or family also may be able to 
provide some insight into which 
home care services provide the 
best care. Other sources include 
your state and county health 
department and Area Agencies on 
Aging and the national Eldercare 
Locator, a public service of the 
Administration on Aging. Once 
you know what types of services 
you need, evaluate the costs, cre-
dentials and services offered by 
each provider you are consider-
ing.
 Finding the right home health 
care services requires communi-
cation with your doctor or other 
health professionals, and a little 

research. But qualified home care 
is an important treatment option 
that can improve the quality of 
life of both the person receiving 
care — and the family members.
 Home health services can be 
costly. You may need to pay for 
home care services directly, or 
costs may be covered through 
insurance or other public or pri-
vate sources.
 Medicare. Medicare may pay 
for medical home health care 
services through a certified home 
health care agency, if a physician 
orders these services. Services 
covered by Medicare include 
skilled nursing assistance, or 
physical, speech or occupational 
therapy. If your home health ser-
vices are covered under Medicare, 
your doctor, care manager or 
discharge planner will probably 
make arrangements for a home 
health care agency. 
 Our team carries out a detailed 
care plan tailored to meet your 
specific needs, you may need a 
combination of services.  Hearts 
with Integrity is committed to 
excellence and positive outcomes 
for the individuals entrusted in 
our care.  Our clients and their 

families value the convenience, 
quality care and compassionate 
employees we offer.  We care-
fully listen to your goals and 
advise you on effective strategies 
for reaching those goals, and we 
work with you to achieve those 
goals.
   Hearts with Integrity can serve 
Blackford, Grant, Jay, Delaware, 
and Wells counties. Robles said, 
“However, our goal is to take 
care of our community.” Hawes 
told, “I saw the need in Blackford 
County for the geriatric genera-
tion to have good hones and reli-
able home care.
  “It takes everyone working 
together to make Hearts With 
Integrity what it is and we really 
appreciate the hard work and 
dedication of all of our employ-
ees, “ stated Robles. 
 She goes on to say, “We feel 
really blessed to have Dr. Helen 
Borgenheimer as our medical 
director.”
    The Board of Directors for 
Hearts with Integrity are as fol-
lows: Chris and Rod Hawes, 
Carol and Mike Robles, Chris 
Neel, Cory McConnell, Dr. Helen 
Borgenheimer and Joyce Ford.

Sisters Carol Robles and Chris Hawes, with Dr. Helen Borgenheimer, (center) medical director, work 
together to provide compassionate care at Hearts of Integrity.

Sisters have service in their hearts

REGISTER TODAY!
Call 348.9622

Day Camp
BE IMAGINATIVE...  BE COURAGEOUS...    BE ADVENTUROUS...

Blackford County YMCA 
SUMMER DAY CAMP: AROUND THE WORLD  

BE THERE:  June 8 -August 7

REGISTER TODAY!

BE THERE:  June 8 -August 7
Children ages 5-12 are able to be a 
part of this wonderful experience. 
Activities include crafts, swimming, 
fishing and much more!
Registration forms are available at: 
Blackford County YMCA
1709 N. Walnut Street
or YMCA After School Program
Northside Elementary School
www.muncieymca.org

Day Camp

3365 E. 400 N., Hartford City

348-0493

We would like to take this 
opportunity to again say THANKS 
to our BLACKFORD COUNTY 

customers and employees.

Serving Transportation Needs 
since 1969
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Rob Sisson (above) Financial Advisor with Edward 
Jones, Hartford City, was introduced as the Hartford 
City Chamber of Commerce’s president at the annual 
dinner recently. The Chamber’s first president, in 1955, 
was Ernest Durr, of I&M Electric.

 The Hartford City Chamber of Commerce was 
formed in 1955 with Ernest Durr of I&M Electric as the 
first president.
 Minutes from a board of directors meeting Tuesday 
evening, Nov. 1, 1955, show that business concerns 
were not all that different from a typical agenda in 2009, 
except that the minutes were mimeographed.
 The 1955 minutes contained a committee report 
about a Taylor-Hartford City project. The report read: 
Cronin, general chairman, reported that he had this 
project well in hand. 
 The committee report continued: Dinner tickets 
to the number of 120 to be available for members 
of the Board of Directors, members of Ministerial 
Assn., Education Department, Public Schools, City 
Administration, Kiwanis, Rotary and Toastmaster Clubs 
and delegated from women’s organizations. 
 Hartford High School Band to appear on the program 
to be presented at the Maytag Gymnasium.
 A Christmas project also was discussed via a verbal 
report from Charles Lord and Bernice Alexander, co-
chairmen, via Secretary Palmer. It read: Project under 
way and the date of Saturday, Dec. 3rd set for the 
annual celebration. The committee has the project well 
in hand.
 An industrial site also was discussed: President 
Durr reported that this site has been sought by parties 

not named. He stated that the original plan–which was 
approved at the last meeting–of turning the project over 
to the parties at no cost provided they agreed to erect an 
industrial plan upon it was deemed inadvisable by the 
Industrial Development committee. It was their opin-
ion that some figure–say $200 be placed upon it. The 
members of the board present at this November meeting 
concurred. Further action will be reported later.
 And in a lighter vein, Correspondence was reported 
as: Note from Mrs. Jerry Keeshin thanking the Chamber 
of Commerce for floral tribute honoring Jerry. Letter 
from Jack Reich read. He complimented us on our 
October bulletin which contained the special candi-
date section and stated that it was his wish that more 
Chamber of Commerce would follow through with the 
idea.
 Correspondence report continued: Letter from 
Indiana State Chamber of Commerce requesting that 
we purchase our tickets to the annual C. of C. meeting 
in Indianapolis at once. Admiral Ben Moreel to be the 
principal speaker. Presidents of Indiana colleges to be 
honored guests and as a tribute to Evan Bergwall of 
Taylor, the Hartford City delegation will occupy a spe-
cial table with the name of our C. of C. posted upon it. 
Unanimously approved. Secretary authorized to order 
tickets at once.

Hartford Chamber is still       
going strong after 54 years Did you know that 8.3 million 

children in the United States live 
with at least one parent who is in 
need of treatment for alcohol or 
drug dependency? 
 Thanks to the Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Other Drug (ATOD) 
Quiz Bowl competition for 5th 
grade students at Northside 
Elementary School, chances are 
good that a fifth grade student 
is well aware of that startling 
statistic.
 The ATOD competition, spon-
sored by the Blackford County 
Drug Free Board, offers students 
a fun way to learn important 
facts about alcohol, tobacco and 
other drugs.
 According to Northside 
School Home/School Relations 
Officer Kathleen Bade, the com-
petition, which started in BCS in 
2006, is highly competitive and 
includes, among others, Grant, 
Adams, Noble and Allen coun-
ties.  Each year, since entering 
the competition, a BCS repre-
sentative has been one of the top 
three.  Last year, a student from 
Northside Elementary School 
won first place.
 This year, Northside will be 
sending four students to the 
Blackford County Quiz Bowl 
competition, which will be held 
at the end of April. The students 
include Micah Green, Kylee 

Peirson, Jaden Butler and Deitra 
Vaughn.
 Preparation for this contest 
starts in January each year.  
Angela Brobst, the Fifth 
Grade Quiz Bowl spon-
sor and Health & Science 
teacher, involves each of 
the five classrooms of 
fifth graders in classroom 
competitions.  Since all 
fifth grade students have 
DARE lessons and cover 
ATOD issues in health 
class, this beginning 
competition includes 
general-knowledge ques-
tions.  This elimination 
round produces 10 final-
ists who then prepare for 
the school competition.   
 The students compet-
ing for the Northside title 
this year were Victoria 
Bauer, Jaden Butler, 
Dakota Case, Jesse Doty, 
Logan Duckworth, Micah 
Green, Ariel Haffner, 
Kylee Peirson, Bryce 
Robbins and Deitra 
Vaughn.  
 Prior to the compe-
tition, the students are 
given study booklets pre-
pared each year by Grant 
County.  The comprehen-
sive booklets cover eight 
specific drugs that are con-

sidered to be the highest health 
risk if used inappropriately or 
illegally.  In addition to studying 
individually, students spend time 

as a group with teacher Angela 
Brobst each week to help pre-
pare for the school Quiz Bowl 
which is held in March.  

 The winner of the county 
competition will then advance to 
the ATOD Regional Quiz Bowl 
in Fort Wayne in May. 

Northview fifth grade finalists in the Drug and Alcohol Quiz Bowl include: Angela Brobst, 
teacher, and (not in order) Victoria Bauer, Jaden Butler, Dakota Case, Jesse Doty, Logan 
Duckworth, Micah Green, Ariel Haffner, Kylee Peirson, Bryce Robbins and Deitra Vaughn.

Northside Elementary School–ATOD Quiz Bowl

Gentis 
Tire 

Since 1981
It’s Great being a part of this Community!

•A part of Best One Tire group-buying group of 300 stores nationwide.
•Auto Service Center for all your service needs.

•Family owned business for over 20 years.

219 N. Walnut • Hartford City, IN
765-348-2400
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Advance America
Alco
Althouse Auto Body
American Cancer Society
American Family Insurance
AT&T
Arts Place Inc
Barodge Auto Pool
Betty's Hallmark
Bil's Foods
Blackford Co. 4-H Fairboard
Blackford Co. Community 
Found.
Blackford Co. Economic Dev.
Blackford Community Hospi-
tal
Blackford County Schools
Blackford County Sheriff's 
Dept.
Blackford County YMCA
Blackford Golf Club
Bonham Insurance
Bridgewater Centre
C & F Walker, Inc.
Calvary Christian Church
Carey Services
Casey's General Store

Central States Enterprises, Inc.
City of Hartford City
County Assessor's Office
Creekside Development
Cue Connex
Cutters Hair Salon
CrownPointe Communities
DeCoy's Bed & Breakfast
E.A. Hendricks Realty
EcoWater of Hartford City
Edward Jones Investments
Energize-ECI
Farm Bureau Insurance
Farm Credit Services of Mid-
America
Fincannon Ford Mercury, Inc.
First Financial Bank
Foister's Flowers
Food & Fuel Express
Forcum, Forbes, Danielson & 
Danielson
Forrester Insurance
Gentis Tire & Service
Grace U.M. Church
Hartford Animal Clinic
Hartford City Cemetery
Hartford City Foam
Hartford City News Times

Hartford City Paper
Hartford City Public Library
Hartford City Rotary
Hartford Glass Company
Hearing Aid Outlet
Hearts With Integrity, LLC
Hester Hollis
Hi-Way 3 Hardware
Huggins Auto Sales, Inc.
Indiana Army National Guard
Indiana Michigan Power
Ivy Tech Community College
John's Service
Ken Kunkle Sales
Ki-Ann Golf Course
Lake Placid Conference Center
Marsh 
McCammon Trucking, Inc.
Midwest Health Strategies
McDonald's
Judy Mills
Miller's Merry Manor
Morgan Business Equipment
Robert C. Nugent & Associ-
ates
Oldcastle Precast, Inc. 
Pacesetter Bank
Pak A Sak

Petoskey Plastics, Inc.
Pizza Hut
Proforma Pace Forms & 
Graphics
Raymond James & Associates
Richard's Restaurant
Save-A-Lot
Scott Malott, President of Ki-
wanis Club
Smith Consulting
State Farm Insurance-Kevin 
Mahan Agency
Subway
Super 8 - Gas City
Sweet Promises (Bakery)
Taylor University
The Eye Associates
Town Financial Corporation
Trinity United Methodist 
Church
Valley View Apartments
Variety Unlimited
VIA Credit Union
Wildwood Acres Campground
Ron Wolf, DDS
Work One
Southern Green Gables Bed & 
Breakfast
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 When it comes to being good citi-
zens in their community, Montpelier 
School seventh grade students put 
action behind their words. A num-
ber of students have been involved 
in community-service projects in 
Montpelier.
 The students have recycled paper, 
tutored younger students, made pub-
lic service videos, collected canned 
food items, trimmed bushes in the 
school’s courtyard and raised money 
for the local community center by 
sponsoring a dance.
 The students also learn the impor-
tance of community service from 
Montpelier civic leaders such as 
Montpelier Mayor Jim McPherson, 
community center organizer Brad 
Neff, and Kids Hope Coordinator 
Barb Thurman.
 “Through the projects, students 

develop a sense of ownership in their 
school and community,” explained 
Montpelier School Principal Ross 
Elwood. “Student participation has 
been very positive.”
 Elwood said the community ser-
vice projects will continue through-
out the year and hopes even more 
students will get involved.
 Casey Emerson, Makyla 
Mansfield and Donny Green are 
three of the seventh grade students 
who donate their time and energy to 
make their school and community a 
better place. The students say they 
have enjoyed making things “cool 
and pretty” around the school.
 Mansfield enjoys spending her 
community service time tutoring 
some of the younger students at 
Montpelier School. “We get lots of 
hugs!” she said with a big smile.

Catch a ride on
The New InterUrban,
public transportation
for people of all ages.

Just call for pick-up service anywhere
in Blackford County.

Cost is minimal and based on distance traveled.
Service operated by LifeStream Services Inc.

Call (888) 589-1121 for more information.

LifeStream provides solutions for independent living

 When it comes to award winning authors and 
illustrators, Southside Elementary School certainly 
has its share. Southside students took a number of 
top honors in the 15th Annual Reading Rainbow 
Writers and Illustrators con-
test, sponsored by WIPB 
public broadcasting televi-
sion station in Muncie.
 To participate in the con-
test, Southside students had 
to write an original story 
of 50 to 100 words and 
illustrate their creations. 
Area winners were recently 
announced.
 Kindergarten student 
Victoria Jackson, daugh-
ter of Gordon and Patricia 
Jackson, was the first place 
winner. Helen Whitesell, 
the daughter of Dennis and 
Lynette Whitesell, came in 
second place; while Tyler 
Brown, the son of Kevin 
and Mindy Brown took 
third place.
 For the first grade class, 
Natalie Thurman, daughter 
of Ed and Rhonda Thurman, 
came in second place, and 
Emma Jacobs, daughter of 

Joshua and Jennifer Jacobs, took third place.
 In second grade, Jacob Clamme, the son of Matt 
and Jennifer Clamme, was the third-place winner.
 First place winners will go on to compete in the 

Reading Rainbow Writer 
and Illustrators national 
contest.
 On Friday, April 24, a 
WIPB video crew was on 
hand at Southside to vid-
eotape each of the students 
reading their own stories. 
The stories will be broad-
cast at a later date on chan-
nel 49 WIPB. 
 All students who par-
ticipated in the contest 
will receive a Reading 
Rainbow Certificate of 
Achievement.
 Christy Moore, kinder-
garten teacher at Southside 
Elementary School, 
explained that her students 
worked on their projects 
from January through 
March. 
 “I was excited to see that 
Southside had so many top 
finishers!” she said.

Montpelier School students plant flowers in the courtyard as part of the school’s 
community service program.

Southside kindergarten student Victoria 
Jackson is all smiles after winning the 
Reading Rainbow Writers compeition.

Montpelier School–
Community Service

Southside–Reading Rainbow

 The Jobs for America’s Graduates (JAG) 
program celebrated the completion of its first 
inaugural six weeks at Blackford High School 
(BHS) with a banquet honoring its student par-
ticipants.
 The JAG program, sponsored by the Indiana 
Workforce Development and its WorkOne cen-
ters, assists students in three areas. The number 
one goal of the program is to assist high school 
juniors and seniors in completing their diploma 
or GED. In addition, students learn valuable 
employability skills to  help them suc-
cessfully enter the job market.
 The JAG program offers a mentoring com-
ponent which allows the trained specialist to 
work one on one with students and provide 
individualized attention and informal guid-
ance on a variety of topics such as career and 
life decisions based on the student’s particular 
needs.
 The BHS JAG students and their teacher 
JAG specialist, Michelle Bosworth, recently 
celebrated the accomplishments of the 2008-
2009 program with a graduation banquet on 
April 27.
 Dr. Sue Neat, principal at Blackford High 
School, has also been impressed with the JAG 

program and its accomplishments so far.
  

 
 

“Since the JAG program began in March 
of 2009, it has begun to make an impact on 
the enrolled students,” explains Dr. Neat.  
“Michelle Bosworth, the instructor, checks 
everyday on the students’ progress and behav-
ior in the classroom.  Mrs. Bosworth also offers 
for students to see her for tutoring help with 
classes.  I can see the program at Blackford 

High School is moving toward the overall mis-
sion of the JAG program.”
 Another important goal of the JAG program 
is that students who participate in the program 
are tracked for a year and continue to receive 
follow-up services. Follow-up services can 
include: additional skills training, counseling, 
tutoring, and other support when necessary to 
overcome any deficiencies on the job.
 An important component of the success of 
the JAG program is its partnerships with local 
businesses. Partners provide access to exper-
tise and resources that are critical to preparing 
JAG students for successful careers.  They 
provide financial assistance and/or in-kind 
services and resources. In addition, partners 
provide JAG graduates with access to quality 
jobs, either directly or through contacts, with 
other employers.
 Other partner benefits include: community 
recognition, a sense of personal satisfaction in 
helping students transition from high school to 
the workforce, and access to qualified entry-
level workers.
 For more information on the JAG pro-
gram, contact Blackford High School, 765-
348-7560.

The first class of Jobs for Americas Graduates students poses for a picture at Blackford High School.


