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Toy convertible car with man, c.1920, and a toy cart with woman whose arms move as wheels move, c.1900.

      Is there a keepsake from your childhood that you still cherish? Maybe you still have your first real crying doll baby. Or perhaps it’s a set of Lincoln logs or Legos, Hot Wheels, Barbie, or G.I Joe. Always keeping it near and dear because you loved it so! Every culture and every generation can relate. There is something sentimental about playtime memories and it stretches from decade to decade. Imagine grandma or grandpa as a tiny tot cuddling themselves to sleep with a teddy bear or pretty doll by their side. 
      A bicycle or push mobile didn't have names like Tonka, but they brought joy and excitement nonetheless. One Christmas present would have filled a child's life with play for years and years. There was an appreciation and admiration of their toys. Sentiments that have faded in today's young people. Craftsmanship has turned to commercialism. Remnants of those wonderful by-gone days are preserved by the Lynchburg Museum System at the former Bragassa Toy Store in Lynchburg. 
      The Toy Exhibit at the Museum has timeworn, yet favored, toys on display from past generations. The antiques date back to the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Built in 1866, the building was home to the original Bragassa's Toy Shop and today houses a collection of toys. Ranging from rag and porcelain dolls to miniature house furniture. A wicker baby stroller and an assortment of wooden trinkets and figurines and a pair of ice skates from the mid 1800’s can also be found there. Plus, there is a variety of vintage toy cars and trucks. A story in each, they are historic mementos of our parent’s and grandparent’s youth…Americana under glass.       Some of the items are without any distinguishable markings. The museum is unable to identify the toy maker, nor the date or location in which they were made. It makes for endless speculation and many of the museum's visitors will offer their opinion as to the origins of a particular amusement. “Historians get very interested when there is a lack of information” says Greg Krueger, the curator of collections. Although many a mystery could be solved by an antique appraiser. The Lynchburg Museum System has a limited budget and funds are just not available to have the items evaluated by a professional. There is, however, both intrigue and enchantment in not knowing. In a sense, the toys can still amuse and entertain those who wonder, or remember.       In the last 12 months, the exhibit received nearly 75 gifts. All are contributions that will preserve the joy of yesteryear for generations to come. Some of the donations have included up to 100 items.       Last year, the museum received a donation of European circus toys. "The items were really different and I had never seen anything like them," expressed Krueger, who has been with Lynchburg's Museum System since April of 2005. "Imagine the surprise of a child more than 80 years ago, who was fortune enough to receive a toy from a country that is half way around the world."       "The biggest difference in the toy of today and those of yesteryear is construction. Toys from generations past were largely made of metal or wood and are sturdier then those made today. Few of the plastic toys in this day and age will be in a solid state in 100 years. While these will probably still be around," says Krueger. 

      The Museum is always eager to accept unique and unusual additions to the collection. Rescued toys from cleared attics, garages and basements, as well as those from people who just want to pass along a cherished heirloom. Any venerable toy is welcomed and has a place at Bragassa's. The Lynchburg Museum is located at the corner of Twelfth and Court Street in Lynchburg. The Toy Exhibit is open daily 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is free. For more information call 434-455-4004.
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Monday Night: 
59°F
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Tuesday: Partly Cloudy
87°F
Current Conditions:
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Fair

62°F

Weather data provided by the National Weather Service

Forecast... CLICK HERE
[image: image11]
[image: image12]
[image: image13.png]



[image: image14]Representing
 American
 Freedom!
 

Google 

[image: image15.png]


[image: image16.png]






