Dr. Hook coming to Estevan

by Cheyenne Geysen of the Mercury

"It's what I am. It's all I know and it's all I do. If I don't [play music] what am I gonna do? Stay home and die? I'm not gonna do that. I'm gonna keep playing until the people tell me to stop, and so far they're still coming to shows."

Ray Sawyer has no plans to quit playing music. He will be live on stage at the Orpheum Theatre February 21.

Sawyer performs under the name of Ray Sawyer of Dr. Hook, a branch off from the original 1970's group Dr. Hook and the Medicine Show. Sawyer is known to many as the original "Dr. Hook" because of his ever present eyepatch, which he wears as a result of a near fatal car accident in the late 1960s.

"We didn't have a name, and everybody was trying to get me to name [the band] something about the pirates because I was wearing an eyepatch. George came up with Dr. Hook and the Medicine Show," said Sawyer of his nickname.

Today, he tours with a completely different lineup which includes his son Caysy. Caysy began playing drums for Sawyer at the age of 13, and now is the regular drummer for the band.

"It works out real good," said Sawyer. "He knows what I want and he knows who I am, and he knows how to play my music."

Sawyer left Dr. Hook and the Medicine Show in 1983. 

"I had always said when it got to be "a job" to do this thing that I love to do [that's when I'd leave]. They started to turn it into a commercial job," he said.

His solo career as Ray Sawyer from Dr. Hook has been successful if different than his experiences with the 1970's band.

"We was in the fast lane in the '70s, all over the world and just going crazy. This is kind of settled down ... it's the same when you get on stage though. The Dr. Hook thing back in the '70s was like, we was breakin' ground and just doing things like all the bands were. We were just playing our music and not listening to anything else ... [This] will never be that."

Sawyer is excited to play in the smaller venue of Estevan and believes that many artists envy his ability to do so.

"If you ask any band who’s been on the road as long as I have ... they want to go back in and play the small venues because that's actually the school. That's where you learn and then you take it to the big stage. I think all bands would like to do that," he said.

Sawyer promises the show in Estevan will have a mixture of classic Dr. Hook such as the well-known Cover of the Rolling Stones and When You're in Love With a Beautiful Woman, and newer songs that will appeal to the younger crowd.

"Most of the people that are coming to our shows now are the children of the original fans, so it's a younger crowd. We're gonna be playing what they wanna hear we hope. [But] I never know myself [what we'll play]. We expect to have fun. That's what a Dr. Hook Show is all about."

Sawyer and his bandmates are currently working on a new album. It is nearly finished and they plan to release it on their myspace page, www.myspace.com/drhookfeaturingraysawyer, very soon. He has no plans of retiring in the near future and will continue to rock out in venues such as Estevan for as long as the crowds want him.

