Brothers band together in healing process
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Different people deal with trauma in different ways. Two generations of residential school survivors tell about their personal path to forgiveness and reconciliation. Part 2 of a two-part series. 

--- 

Four brothers have taken their residential school legacy and turned it into an opportunity of a lifetime. 

They used money from residential school settlements in 2008 to start a rock band, Unknown Glory. The Naytowhows -- Floyd, 26, on bass; Trevor, 21, vocals; Dwight, 22, lead guitarist and back-up vocals; and Justin, 20, on drums -- taught themselves how to play and were always interested in starting a rock band. 

"We talked about having a band and we had some equipment before but it was no-good equipment," said Justin. 

When Prince Albert Grand Council representatives came to the Little Red River Reserve to inform former residential school students that they qualified for the common experience payments (CEP) from the Residential Schools Settlement Agreement, the brothers saw the settlement as an opportunity to create something positive from their experience. 

"It gave us a great big opportunity," said Trevor. 

After three of the brothers received their CEP in 2008, they went to Prince Albert with their uncle Gerald Ballantyne, who appointed himself band manager and purchased drums, guitars, speakers, amps, bass and vehicles to transport the gear. 

Their uncle then encouraged them to save their remaining money for their future. 

The project has helped the brothers, who were separated growing up, form tighter bonds. Floyd was raised by his grandparents, while Dwight and Justin were placed in foster care together. Trevor was also in foster care but raised separately from his brothers. Later, the three brothers in foster care came together at Prince Albert's All Saints Indian Residential School. 

Ever since buying the equipment, the brothers have been practising in their basement and playing local gigs, waiting for their big break. 

During shows at the Little Red River Reserve and nearby Montreal Lake Cree Nation, a promoter for the Neechee Festival of Aboriginal Music noticed Unknown Glory. 

The annual festival is held July 3-4 in Prince Albert and showcases the best professional and aboriginal artists from northern Saskatchewan. 

The promoter invited Unknown Glory to play at a VIP show for the well-established rock group New Horizon. 

New Horizon was so impressed by the performance that they invited Unknown Glory to be their opening band at the festival. The brothers were well-received by the festival crowd. 

"We rocked the house, we blew everyone away and we got a lot of positive responses," said Justin. 

"There was over 300 people cheering the boys on," said Ballantyne. "It was awesome." 

The brothers have also been enjoying recent success together off the stage. 

In 2009, three of the brothers -- Justin, Dwight, and Trevor -- graduated from high school together. 

"Finally, it was a weight off our shoulders," said Dwight. 

"It felt like we accomplished something," said Justin. 

Floyd, had already graduated and was working in a forestry career in Prince Albert. 

The brothers attribute the strength of their mother for keeping them together and encouraging them to finish school. 

"Our mother kept us going. It was important to her that we finish," said Justin. 

The boys try not to concentrate on the negativity of their past, but focus on their future. 

"After the residence, I never knew any Cree. I lost my language that my grandparents spoke. I just try to block the entire residential experience from my mind," said Dwight. 

"We learned to grow up and forgive. We are all family and all open with each other." 

The brothers said their reconnection to traditional culture and spirituality has helped them move on. They perform with their uncle in a traditional drumming group at powwows. 

"Hanging onto tradition helps keep us knowing where we are and where we came from," said Justin, who also performs as a fancy bustle dancer. 

Unknown Glory is in talks with organizers to play future shows in La Ronge and is tentatively booked for the Saskatoon Aboriginal Music Festival in the fall. 

Dwight and Justin's future plans are to apply for trade skills training at SIAST and Trevor plans to enroll in a SIAST office management course.



Read more: http://www.thestarphoenix.com/Brothers+band+together+healing+process/3326402/story.html#ixzz14EycVXKI
