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Woodie signs off Saturday
By Tina Le'Valley/Special to the Journal
After 48 years of serving KD Country clients, the Altavista community and the Greater Lynchburg area, broadcaster, artiste, neighbor and friend Les Woodie has announced his retirement.

Woodie started his broadcasting career in Rocky Mount, selling radio advertisement at WITI Radio before filling the position as general manager for WKDE AM/FM, a post he has held since 1962. Besides being an adored radio personality, hosting an afternoon program for many years on 105.5 FM, "The Wheel Horse (Hoss)" has been a driving force behind the sales department at KD Country. He has been responsible for developing and maintaining effective working relationships with key business, community leaders and listeners from Danville to Roanoke, Lovingston to Farmville and every county and town in between. 

Woodie has become somewhat of a bluegrass icon locally and is credited for being an ambassador of the genre of music that he loves. Having recorded his own album, Woodie is a world-renowned musician for his talent and skills as a fiddle player. He has played with the likes of Stan Dudley, The Tunstall Trio and most recently with The Bluegrass Authority. Furthermore, he has performed and is heard on most of The Stanley Brothers' Columbia recordings, including Dr. Ralph Stanley's original "Man of Constant Sorrow" from the movie "Oh Brother Where Art Thou."

Born and reared in Valdese, N.C., Woodie joined The Stanley Brothers (Ralph and Carter) on the popular "Farm & Fun Time" jamboree on WCYB Radio in Bristol, Tenn. and played live television in Huntington W.Va. He then went on to be a regular performing member of The Louisiana Hayride in Shreveport, La., before joining the U.S Air Force. While he was in service, he created an armed forces band, working military and civilian venues. He even once made a western movie in Manila, while stationed in the Philippine Islands.

Once discharged, he came to Lynchburg where he attended college and joined The Bill and Mary Reid Band. Yet again, Woodie would contribute his remarkable ability on albums they recorded.

A first-generation Bluegrass Hall of Honor recipient, Woodie has won numerous awards, taking home first-place prizes in fiddle contests, including the North Carolina and Virginia State Fiddling Championships.

Woodie's last day will be Nov. 6. The public is invited to help the station bid him a fond farewell and happy retirement by way of congratulatory correspondences. Letters and cards may be sent to WKDE Radio, 200 Frazier Road, Altavista, Va. 24517.


