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Youth group explores biblical view of sex

Mountain Home youth gather on Sunday morning during a weekend focused on a biblical view of sexuality. The group’s leaders (photo below) wrap up the discussion as the 
weekend event closes on Sunday. Youth made True Love Waits commitments to remain sexually pure until marriage. 
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EvEryonE has his or her own ideas of helping 
others, but only a few of those ideas ever blossom 
to fruition.

recently, Corning High School seniors Emily 
Hill, natalie McKinney and Seth Debord, a mem-
ber of First Church of Corning, spearheaded a 
drive in support of relief efforts for victims of the 
earthquake in Haiti. At the conclusion, $741.75 
was collected.

It began as Hill was touched by the news of 
Haitian devastation and McKinney joined her in 
planning measures to assist through their Senior 
AP English class. It was decided that “Hats for 
Haiti” could be the most successful avenue to 
raise money.

It didn’t take long for the CHS Class of 2010 

to join the Senior AP English students and get 
the entire student body talking about wearing 
their favorite hats and paying a small fee to par-
ticipate in a fun activity. The idea also spread to 
Park Elementary.

Emily said she saw a need and friends in her 
class were ready to help and her idea quickly 
gained momentum as more and more became 
involved. 

A goal of $150 per day was set for the proj-
ect. That goal was reached through the schools 
and other contributions were made by local busi-
nesses.

Wearing “Hats for Haiti” had been planned 
for a full week, but when classes were cancelled 
because of snow, Seth explained, “We collected 
this money in only three days.”

Debord, a certified Arkansas Baptist disaster 
relief volunteer, suggested giving the money to 

the Arkansas Baptist State Convention disaster 
relief Haiti fund.

Debord contacted Don Settles, Current-Gaines 
Association missionary, to relay the donation to 
the next step on its way to Haiti.

In accepting the check, Settles explained that 
every penny would go toward medicine and food 
for the people of Haiti, since the overhead and 
operating expenses to get food and money to 
earthquake victims will be paid from other funds 
within the association and state convention.

Current-Gaines Association has also collected 
171 Buckets of Hope for distribution in Haiti 
from churches in the association. The association 
collected 21 buckets from the faculty and students 
at Williams Baptist College and picked up 22 
more buckets at First Church of Walnut ridge 
on the way to deliver the buckets to the ABSC 
storage facility.

Corning High School wears ‘Hats for Haiti’
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FIrST CHurCH of Mountain 
Home, concerned about the sex ed-
ucation and sexual attitudes of their 
youth, focused an entire weekend 
on helping their youth understand 
God’s plan for human sexuality.

“This generation of teens is the 
most sexually educated generation 
to come along in years,” said Tommy 
Foster, youth pastor at First Church. 
“They begin to learn the details 
of sex in a formal setting as early 
as fifth grade. They also are intro-
duced to sex and sexual terms from 
movies, magazines and Tv as early 
as kindergarten. unfortunately, we 
find in youth ministry that emotion-
ally, mentally and, most important, 
socially, they are not ready to take 
upon themselves the responsibility 
of this information.

“We felt strongly as a youth min-
istry and as a church that we needed 
to address the issue head on,” Foster 
said.

The church planned an entire 
weekend focused on True Love 
Waits, an emphasis to encourage 
youth to commit to remain sexually 
pure.

“This program has been around 
for decades, but this present genera-
tion is somewhat unfamiliar with 
its teachings,” Foster explained, 
especially its challenge to make a 
commitment to abstain from sexual 
activity until marriage.

During March, 84 teens from 
grades 7-12 spent a weekend discuss-

ring on their teen’s ring finger. The 
ring is worn until their wedding day 
and exchanged with their spouse as 
a sign of the commitment they have 
made. About 300 people attended.

True Love Waits, begun in 1993, 
now claims more than 2.5 million 
teens have made abstinence com-
mitments.

Foster said studies show that 
teens who have a formal setting in 
which they can learn and discuss sex 
and other teen decisions are more 
likely to make wise decisions. When 
parents are involved in the learning 
and commitment process, the teen 
is far more likely to keep the sexual 
abstinence vow, he said.

Foster said teens want to know 
what the Bible has to say about sex 
and other moral issues.

“This was our way of listening 
and responding to this generation,” 

he said. “It was a success, and now 
comes the hard part: loving and en-
couraging them to keep their com-
mitments, and being there for them 
if they find themselves in trouble 
down the road.”

The church also hosted an area-
wide north Arkansas youth rally on 
Saturday night of the same weekend. 
About 700 youth and adults from 
across the state attended. Lincoln 
Brewster, Christian music artist, led 
worship and runkles spoke. The 
event drew youth from churches 
as far away as Pine Bluff and Tex-
arkana.

of the 68 students who filled out 
decision cards, 12 received Christ 
as Savior, 26 rededicated their lives 
and 30 came forward for someone 
to pray for them regarding an addic-
tion, abuse or some other type of 
spiritual need.

ing sexual abstinence and learning 
a Christian and biblical perspective 
on the subject.

“our youth ministry was not 
going to apologize for offering the 
idea of abstinence as the only op-
tion for a Christian,” Foster said. 
“We knew our teens were receiving 
multiple perspectives on the topic 
of sex through media and the public 
schools. We felt they needed to hear 
and understand why abstinence is 
the best option for them.”

The weekend included five hour-
long small group sessions in homes 
and four 90-minute large group 
sessions at the church. The small 
groups were gender- and grade-based, 
and each had a Christian college 
student and a young married adult 
as leaders. During the sessions, stu-
dents explored good characteristics 
to look for in a dating partner and 
the importance of that partner hav-
ing a relationship with Jesus Christ 
and having made a commitment to 
sexual abstinence.

The large group sessions includ-
ed a worship time and messages by 
Doug runkles, a nationally known 
youth communicator. He talked 
about peer pressure, alcohol and 
drugs and other temptations that 
lead to poor decisions and can result 
in a lifetime of regrets and guilt.

A special commitment service on 
Sunday night included a ring cer-
emony, in which students could sign 
a True Love Waits commitment card 
and make a vow to remain sexually 
pure until their wedding day. Par-
ents participate by placing a purity 


