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FORT IRWIN, Calif. — Soldiers training in the 
Southern California desert are continuing opera-
tions through extreme weather conditions to bet-
ter prepare themselves for Iraq. 

The Patriots of the 1st Battalion, 76th Field 
Artillery Regiment, 4th Infantry Brigade Combat 
Team, 3rd Infantry Division, endured a sandstorm 
at Forward Operating Base Dallas – their sector at 
the National Training Center at Fort Irwin, Calif. 

“It’s really going to limit our ability to move,” 
said Command Sgt. Maj. Joseph Goodwater, 1/76 
FA senior enlisted advisor. “It’s going to limit our 
visibility to find and see the enemy.” 

Not only does the sandstorm limit the battal-
ion’s ability to conduct operations, it also raises 
concerns for Soldier safety. 

“We definitely have to look at safety aspects,” 
Command Sgt. Maj. Goodwater said. “You’re look-
ing at projectiles launching, so you’ve got to wear 
the proper (gear). You’ve just got to be careful and 
make sure things are tied down.”

Some Soldiers of the battalion struggled 
to continue movement, while others were 
kept busy just trying to keep from blow-
ing away with the wind. But as bad as the 

sandstorm was, harsh weather is common at 
NTC. 

“There’s no set weather pattern here,” said Sgt. 
1st Class Stevie Pringle, who serves as an NTC 
observer controller and is stationed at Fort 
Irwin.

“It can be hot; it can be really bad,” he said. “It 
can be to the point where it snows; it all 
depends.”

Harsh weather not only constricts movement, it 
also has a great impact on communications. 
Clouds, wind and rain can break a satellite link 
and literally leave a FOB out in the dust. 

“Heavy rain and heavy clouds weaken our sig-
nals as we shoot them to the satellite,” said Master 
Sgt. Melvin West, 1/76 FA communications chief.

All the harsh weather, however, allows for more 
realistic training. 

 “Training continues,” Command Sgt. Maj. 
Goodwater said. “The weather doesn’t stop train-
ing. The enemy won’t stop, so we can’t stop.”
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FORWARD OPERATING BASE WARRIOR, 
KIRKUK, Iraq — Surrounded by his Task Force 
Marne partners, Maj. Gen. Abul Amier Ridha 
Mohammed Al-Zaidi, former commander for 12th 
Division Iraqi Army, bid farewell to his soldiers 
and partners as Brig. Gen. Sameer Abdul Kareem, 
assumed command of 12th Div. IA, during a 
change of command ceremony at the Kirkuk 
Training Center, April 20.

Distinguished guests of the event included Task 
Force Marne Commanding General, Maj. Gen. 
Tony Cucolo; Task Force Marne Deputy 
Commanding General-Maneuver, Brig. Gen. 
Patrick J. Donahue, II; Col. Larry Swift, command-
er of 1st Brigade Combat Team, 1st Armored 
Division out of Fort Bliss, Texas; Lt.  Col. Charles 
Freeman, Senior Advisor 12th Military Transition 
Team; Command Sgt. Maj. James Daniels, com-
mand sergeant major 1/1 AD, and Kirkuk provin-
cial senior leaders.

During the ceremony, Maj. Gen. Cucolo, had 
high praises for Maj. Gen. Amier.

“I would like to bid a fond farewell to my part-
ner and brother-in-arms, Maj. Gen. Amier,” said 
Maj. Gen. Cucolo, during his speech at the cere-
mony.

Following his speech, Maj. Gen. Cucolo present-
ed Maj. Gen. Amier a tangible remembrance of 
their time together—a Meritorious Service Medal.

This medal is usually presented to senior level 

leadership for excep-
tionally meritorious 
service.

The incoming com-
mander, Brig. Gen. 
Sameer commended 
Maj. Gen. Amier for a 
job well done, and the 
incoming 12th Div. 
commander also dis-
cussed his plans for 
the future.

“As we are doing 
now, we will fight as 
one for the city of 
Kirkuk,” said Brig. Gen. 
Sameer. “We are almost 
to the end of this fight 
against terrorism.”

Major General 
Cucolo assured the 
incoming IA com-
mander—and new 
partner— that the U.S. 
forces would continue 
to support the IA.

“I would like to make 
my commitment to the 
senior leadership of Kirkuk and Brig. Gen. Sameer 
known. The support of Iraqi security forces and 
the people of Kirkuk will not waiver,” said Maj. 
Gen. Cucolo.

Before the end of the ceremony Maj. Gen. Amier 

had some final words of advice for the incoming 
commander.

“You must depend on the citizens of Kirkuk and 
local authorities to help you fight terrorism. If you 
do this, you will succeed,” said Maj. Gen. Amier.
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Task Force Marne Commanding General, Maj. Gen. Tony Cucolo pins the 
Meritorious Service Medal on Maj. Gen. Abul Amier Ridha Mohammed 
Al-Zaidi, outgoing commander for 12th Division Iraqi Army during the 12th 
Div. IA change of command ceremony at Kirkuk Training Center, April 20. 

Patriots weather sandstorm at NTC

Pfc. Dan Rangel
A Soldier assigned to 1/76 FA, 4th IBCT, 
ground guides his Humvee after returning 
from patrol during a sandstorm at Forward 
Operating Base Dallas, April 20. Soldiers 
continue training despite extreme weather 
conditions at NTC.
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