
Inside
Lights, cameras, action:
Columnist Kevin Riordan
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By Matt Flegenheimer
INQUIRER STAFF WRITER

Eight days later, Lynn Spencer
could still see the ripples.

Visitors at Penn’s Landing
snapped pictures, shook heads,
pointed to the spot. A massive
barge stopped, broke into a
U-turn, and repeated the drill.

And earlier that morning, at the
Ride the Ducks boarding spot at
Sixth and Market Streets —
where Spencer and young son
William, visiting from Manches-
ter, England, hoped to begin their
survey of Philadelphia — a nice
lady informed them that their
tour had been canceled.

“She wouldn’t say why,” Spen-
cer recalled.

Some immediate consequences
of the July 7 crash, which killed
two Hungarian students as a Ride
the Ducks vessel was struck by a
250-foot barge, were to be expect-

ed: tears, investigations, memori-
als about 4,500 miles apart.

Others may have been less obvi-
ous — from customer-safety con-
cerns about rival nautical ven-
tures, to a bump in Penn’s Land-
ing vendor business from voy-

euristic visitors, to tourists like
Spencer who shifted their spend-
ing to other Philadelphia attrac-
tions.

“We just wanted to see the
city,” said Spencer, who learned

See WATERFRONT on B6

Duck crash redirecting
city tourists’ attention
Some are sticking to land.
Some gather, and spend, at
the site. And those on the
river still think about it.
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In the Delaware River off Penn’s Landing, summer camper Ronald Dockery, 11, maneuvers his kayak as
several swan boats sit unused. The site is near where a barge hit a duck vessel July 7, killing two tourists.

With the Benjamin Franklin Bridge in the background, Zoe Marchiano
(left), 15, and Isabella Feliciano, 16, ride the RiverLink ferry.

I didn’t intend to launch an inqui-
sition when I rang up the New Jer-
sey Division of Consumer Affairs
last month with a comically simple
question: How long can a store be
going out of business before that
“big sale” becomes a big scam?

I pass Cherry Hill Rugs on my
way to work, and I’m almost certain
the store has been on death’s door
for a year. Maybe longer.

In December, the shop ran a
“Final Days” ad in The Inquirer
featuring a hand holding a stop-
watch. “Every rug up to 77 per-
cent off,” it proclaimed. “Present
this coupon for an additional 7
percent off.”

In January, I mentioned the rug
shop to a reporting colleague on a
hunch that something was amiss.
As winter turned to spring, increas-
ingly urgent banners and balloons
sprouted like vinyl wildflowers.

Whizzing by the squat brick
building on my birthday in May, I
saw that the end was (finally)
near: A banner blared “Last 5
Days.” The owner must have lost
track of time, because the “Last 4
Days” declaration didn’t go up un-
til June.

Intrigued by one woman’s obses-
sion with a store she doesn’t even
frequent, a state investigator began
stalking the shop, on Marlton Pike
in Pennsauken. He photographed a
“Last 3 Days” sign on June 10, 15,
and 28. The jig was up. Fines lev-

ied, defenses commenced.

Of sickness and sales
I dropped by the store last week

and found a pleasant relative work-
ing in the dark, surrounded by car-
pets from Iran ($1,200), Turkmeni-
stan ($3,426), and Pakistan
($5,000).

“I’m in the hospital,” store owner
Abraham Pardakhti said later by
phone. “It’s not dangerous yet, but
I’m in isolation. It could be TB.”

Pardakhti, a 59-year-old former civ-
il engineer, told me that he had be-
gun going out of business a year ago.

“We went to the township to get a
permit. They said we didn’t need
it.” (That’s true, according to an offi-
cial who remembered the visit.)

Pardakhti said he had invested
heavily on banners and newspaper
ads; neither had much impact.

“When some things are down, ev-

erything is down,” he lamented of
the sluggish economy. “I still have
maybe 1,000 rugs. I try to talk with
my competition and wholesalers,
but they want to kill me, paying a
penny on a dollar.”

The story seemed semi-believ-
able — I checked, he really is hospi-

talized — until Pardakhti made an
odd admission: First, he pleaded ig-
norance about the law governing
liquidation sales. Then he insisted
he had done nothing wrong be-
cause his never-ending affair was
more of an on-again, off-again dalli-

See SALE on B3

By Jan Hefler
INQUIRER STAFF WRITER

Green ribbons decorated doors
and mailboxes in Honey Brook
Township on Saturday to mark the
grief that residents of this Chester
County community have after two
teenagers were killed Friday in a
car crash. The school-color rib-
bons also expressed the hope of
recovery for two other teens, who
are in Reading Hospital.

Sixteen-year-old Montgomery
Wood, who recently had gotten his
driver’s permit, was driving a Mit-
subishi Lancer Evolution when it
veered off Bear Dam Road and hit
a tree and a utility pole at 3:10 a.m.
Friday. Wood was pronounced
dead at the scene. His front-seat
passenger, Brittany Leger, 15, was
taken to Brandywine Hospital,
where she died.

The backseat passengers, both
15-year-old boys, were in Reading
Hospital on Saturday, where one
was in critical condition and the
other was in serious condition, po-
lice said.

All were students at Twin Valley
High School.

Wood and the backseat passen-
gers were not wearing seat belts,
police said. The driver was ejected
from the car. The names of the
teens who were in the backseat
have not been released.

Alcohol was not involved, police
said.

Wood was in the “challenging
pre-engineering program” at the
school, and the other three also
were intelligent and seemed to
have bright futures, school princi-
pal Kate Long said.

“It’s a shame; they’re just kids
and they made a bad choice and it
had tragic results,” Long said.
“We’re just devastated. They were
so young, and barely got started
with their lives.”

Superintendent Robert Pleis
knew Wood fairly well, he said,

See CRASH on B3

By Julia Terruso
INQUIRER STAFF WRITER

Jason Goodman didn’t set out
last year to be the face of gay rights
in Lower Merion. He was just a col-
lege student looking for a summer
job.

But as he flipped through employ-
ment manuals, the openly gay resi-
dent made a discovery he deemed
“shocking.”

Basically, he had no equal-em-
ployment rights. And state and fed-
eral legislators weren’t about to
give him any.

Anyone could deny Goodman a
job because of his sexual orienta-
tion, with no law to stand in the
way. Nothing federal, nothing state-
wide — nothing even, the Universi-
ty of Pennsylvania senior said, “in
the community that I love and have
grown up in.”

Fast-forward one year, and Good-
man, 21, who lives in Bala Cynwyd
in the township, finds himself at
the fore of a small but growing
trend in Pennsylvania. He is prod-
ding Lower Merion to join 16 other
municipal and county governments
in Pennsylvania that have enacted

See RIGHTS on B4

New Jersey Division of Consumer Affairs
A state investigator took this picture June 28, 18 days after taking his first
picture of the “Last 3 Days” sign at Cherry Hill Rugs in Pennsauken. Owner
Abraham Pardakhti, saying he has been ill, vowed to fight fraud charges.

By Jacqueline L. Urgo
INQUIRER STAFF WRITER

BARNEGAT LIGHT, N.J. — As
the crow flies — or, more accurate-
ly, as the fish swims — this tiny
resort town at the northern tip of
Long Beach Island could be the
next logical target for a couple of
sharks spotted off Ocean County
beaches just north of here last
week.

But with as many as 70 million
sharks killed by humans annually
around the world, the two that
apparently got away along the
Jersey Shore aren’t worrying too

many people.
“To see sharks in the waters

around here in the summertime,
it’s a normal occurrence. They’re
out there feeding on bunker pods
like they always do,” said Basil
Shehady, manager at the Barne-
gat Light Bait & Tackle Shop, in
the shadow of venerable “Old Bar-
ney” — a place that would be per-
fect for spotting sharks in the
surf.

Commencing a well-practiced
eye roll when asked about the
shark sightings, Shehady’s neigh-
bor Ben Weller of Destin, Fla.,

who’s been summering here for
more than 50 years, suggested that
nobody around was too excited
about the whole thing.

“Nobody’s concerned. If you live
around here long enough, you’re
bound to see anything in these wa-
ters … dolphins, whales, tuna, and
sharks. They’re just part of the eco-
system,” Weller said. “It’s hysteri-
cal when people get all freaked out
about it. They’re usually not from
around here.”

Last week, though, lifeguards in
three Jersey Shore towns told
swimmers that it wasn’t safe to be

in the water after receiving re-
ports that two sharks were close to
shore.

The first sightings came Monday
in Ocean Beach, a barrier island
that is part of Toms River. On
Wednesday, the beach patrol in
Seaside Park reported that two
five-foot long sharks had been spot-
ted in the shallows about 10 a.m.
Then the next day, in the South
Seaside Park Beach section of Ber-
keley Township, what were be-
lieved to be the same two sharks
were seen about 30 yards from the

See SHARK on B7

Two sharks? Zero worry for regulars of the Shore

2 Chesco
teens die,
2 injured
in crash
Their car hit a tree and
a utility pole. The new
driver and his front-seat
passenger were killed.

Towns fill
Pa. void
on gay
rights
With no state law like New
Jersey’s, students and others
are winning local bans on
LGBT discrimination.

APRIL SAUL / Staff Photographer
Jason Goodman (left), who got Lower
Merion’s Township Council to draft
a ban proposal, with Taj Magruder,
who wants a similar law in Radnor.

Rug store owner is called on the carpet.

A going-out-of-business sale
that just keeps going and going
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laws protecting members of
the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender (LGBT) commu-
nity from discrimination.

On July 7, Goodman and
members of his group, Equali-
ty Lower Merion, watched as
13 township commissioners
voted without dissent to draft
an ordinance he proposed.

Next month in Doylestown,
the Borough Council is poised
to pass an LGBT antidiscrimi-
nation ordinance.

And in Radnor, another col-
lege student — Pennsylvania

State University sophomore
Taj Magruder — is trying to
replicate Goodman’s success
in his hometown.

“We’re ready to change the
world, and we’re not afraid to
go out and to start doing it,”
Goodman said of this youth-
driven activism.

In 21 states — New Jersey,
Delaware, New York, and
Maryland among them — his
ardor could have been spared
for other causes. But Pennsyl-
vania legislators have been
loath to consider adding an
LGBT clause to the state’s an-
tidiscrimination statute.

“The whole world is inexo-
rably headed in the direction
of recognizing civil rights for
these folks,” said State Rep.
Dan Frankel (D., Allegheny),
who has introduced such leg-
islation for the last 10 years.
“As usual, Pennsylvania is
late to the table on anything
with even a semblance of pro-
gressiveness.”

On one hand, Frankel said,
most Fortune 500 companies
provide employment protec-
tions for LGBT people. On the
other, “I have colleagues who
insist that they’ve never met
[an LGBT] person.”

In increasing numbers, lo-
cal governments have begun
to fill that void. Area munici-
palities that have passed laws
include Philadelphia, Lans-
downe, Swarthmore, West
Chester, and New Hope.

Typically, the laws forbid dis-
crimination in housing, employ-
ment, and public accommoda-
tions based on sexual prefer-
ence or gender identity. Most
set up human relations commis-
sions to investigate and adjudi-
cate complaints, and to assess
civil damages if necessary.
Many include a public educa-
tion component as well.

Federal and state laws have
long banned discrimination
based on race, age, religion,
ethnicity, and disability.

“If you fire someone and say,
‘I fired you because you’re
black,’ you’ve got three laws
that apply,” said lawyer Katie
Eyers, who drafted several of
the ordinances. “If you say, ‘I
fired you because of your sexu-
al orientation,’ there’s no claim
that can be brought.”

As municipalities consider
these laws, the questions are
almost always the same, said
Stephen Glassman, chairman
of the Pennsylvania Human
Relations Commission. “Is it
necessary? Is it legal? And

how much will it cost?”
To be sure, some of the

laws seem more public state-
ment than public necessity.

New Hope, long known for
diversity and tolerance,
passed its law in 2002 but has
yet to handle a complaint.

“We said, ‘If New Hope
doesn’t pass it, who will?’ ”
Borough Councilwoman Geri
Delevich said. “So we really
passed it to set an example
and to deliver a message.”

Activists in nearby Doyles-
town, however, say they saw a
need, even in a town with a
progressive reputation.

Marlene Pray said a group of
LGBT youths had been asked
to leave a restaurant several
years ago — and had been
called “fags” on the way out.

“They called me and asked
me what they could do,” said
Pray, long involved with so-
cial-justice and sexuality is-
sues. “But there was no law
that had been broken.”

Doylestown resident Nancy
Reilly, a lesbian, said she and a
date twice had been served
much more slowly than hetero-
sexual diners seated well after
them — by the same server in
the same restaurant.

“We said, ‘Did that just hap-
pen?’ ” Reilly said. “But it hap-
pened twice. We kind of blew
it off the first time.”

While such incidents might
not be fodder for a full-blown
human-relations hearing, edu-
cating business owners
“would make people aware
that Doylestown is not a town
that will accept that type of
behavior,” Reilly said. “It is
only 8,000 people, but how
many thousands of others
come here to have dinner, to
shop, to do other things?”

Some Doylestown Borough
Council members questioned
the cost of possibly hiring a full-
time human relations staffer —
estimated by Glassman to be
$50,000 to $60,000 a year.

Councilman Don Berk, the
law’s leading proponent, re-
sponded: “I’m hard-pressed
to think of where I would rath-
er spend my money other
than fighting discrimination.”

Not everyone agrees.
In June, Lancaster County

Commissioner Scott Martin
proposed dismantling the
county’s $500,000-a-year Hu-
man Relations Commission af-
ter activists began demand-
ing that LGBT rights be add-
ed to its purview.

Martin said he had acted
after discovering that the
county’s commission dupli-
cated many of the roles of
the Pennsylvania Human Re-
lations Commission. “Tight
budget times” demanded let-
ting the state handle the
complaints, he said.

As for adding LGBT rights
to the county’s laws, Martin
said that “would not be initiat-
ed by me. That’s not an issue
that I support.”

Philadelphia was the first to
pass a local LGBT ordinance in
1982; many others popped up
after a 2005 Commonwealth
Court opinion that affirmed the
right of local governments to
enact such laws.

Most ordinances tend to
pass in “pretty accepting ar-
eas,” but that doesn’t water
down their importance, Good-
man said.

“Preventing cases and ad-
dressing them sends the
message that we value you,
you’re a part of this commu-
nity, we will stand with you,
we will not tolerate ho-
mophobia,” Goodman said,
“just like we will not toler-
ate racism or any other
form of discrimination.”

Contact staff writer Julia Terruso
at 610-313-8110 or
jterruso@phillynews.com.

Inquirer staff writer Larry King
contributed to this article.

RIGHTS from B1

APRIL SAUL / Staff Photographer

An Equality
Lower Merion
meeting
includes
(from right)
Rosa Serota,
Ted Erfer,
JoAnn Erfer,
and Rick
Couch.

Towns fill Pa. void on LGBT rights

Help Fight
Children’s
Cancer

DonateYourCar
Truck, Boat, RV

Running or Not- No Restrictions
Receive Fair Market Value

All Receipts Given ON THE SPOT!
Same Day- Free Pick Up

STILL TAX DEDUCTIBLE
AmericanChildren’sSociety, Inc.

800-269-9080
www.childrenscharities.com

MAX SPANN REALESTATE
&AUCTION CO.

888.299.1438
www.maxspann.com
In cooperation with Mark Fritschle,
Condominium Realty, LTD a licensed MD broker.

Minimum BID: $75,000 | Previously Asking: $394,000

30 Bay Front Condominiums to be Offered
AUCTION! SATURDAY, JULY 31

1:00 pm

MAKAI CONDOMINIUMS
4201 COASTAL HIGHWAY | OCEAN CITY, MD

PROPERTY PREVIEWS:
July 17th, 18th, 21st, 24th & 25th • 12-2pm

• Convenient central Ocean City location

• Bayfront living and only one block
to the beach

• 15 minute car-ride to Assateague
Island National Seashore

• Four-season indoor tropical
bay view pool

• 2 bedroom and studio units
to match your lifestyle

• Private balconies to enjoy
the sunrise and sunsets

• Bay and ocean views

• Granite countertops

138 South Pine Street Doylestown, PA 18901 215-340-9800

Presented by

April 17 to
September 5, 2010

M I C H E N E R A R T M U S E U M

ICONS Éy
COSTUME

CALL TOLL FREE
1.888.312.3439

w w w. i v e g o t c o v e r a g e . c o m

CONSOLIDATED MEDICAL SERVICES

Can’t Afford
Health Insurance?

ID 99912882 ATRICK O’MALLEY
GOOD REASONABLE MEDICAL INSURANCE

Can’t Afford
Health Insurance?

$2000 DOCTOR’S VISITS $1500 PRESCRIPTIONS
No Turndowns o Referrals ot a Discount Card

Everyone Accepted o Pre-Exams ny Doctor ny Hospital

CHECK THIS OUT!

B4 C www.philly.com THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER Sunday, July 18, 2010

laws protecting members of
the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender (LGBT) commu-
nity from discrimination.

On July 7, Goodman and
members of his group, Equali-
ty Lower Merion, watched as
13 township commissioners
voted without dissent to draft
an ordinance he proposed.

Next month in Doylestown,
the Borough Council is poised
to pass an LGBT antidiscrimi-
nation ordinance.

And in Radnor, another col-
lege student — Pennsylvania

State University sophomore
Taj Magruder — is trying to
replicate Goodman’s success
in his hometown.

“We’re ready to change the
world, and we’re not afraid to
go out and to start doing it,”
Goodman said of this youth-
driven activism.

In 21 states — New Jersey,
Delaware, New York, and
Maryland among them — his
ardor could have been spared
for other causes. But Pennsyl-
vania legislators have been
loath to consider adding an
LGBT clause to the state’s an-
tidiscrimination statute.

“The whole world is inexo-
rably headed in the direction
of recognizing civil rights for
these folks,” said State Rep.
Dan Frankel (D., Allegheny),
who has introduced such leg-
islation for the last 10 years.
“As usual, Pennsylvania is
late to the table on anything
with even a semblance of pro-
gressiveness.”

On one hand, Frankel said,
most Fortune 500 companies
provide employment protec-
tions for LGBT people. On the
other, “I have colleagues who
insist that they’ve never met
[an LGBT] person.”

In increasing numbers, lo-
cal governments have begun
to fill that void. Area munici-
palities that have passed laws
include Philadelphia, Lans-
downe, Swarthmore, West
Chester, and New Hope.

Typically, the laws forbid dis-
crimination in housing, employ-
ment, and public accommoda-
tions based on sexual prefer-
ence or gender identity. Most
set up human relations commis-
sions to investigate and adjudi-
cate complaints, and to assess
civil damages if necessary.
Many include a public educa-
tion component as well.

Federal and state laws have
long banned discrimination
based on race, age, religion,
ethnicity, and disability.

“If you fire someone and say,
‘I fired you because you’re
black,’ you’ve got three laws
that apply,” said lawyer Katie
Eyers, who drafted several of
the ordinances. “If you say, ‘I
fired you because of your sexu-
al orientation,’ there’s no claim
that can be brought.”

As municipalities consider
these laws, the questions are
almost always the same, said
Stephen Glassman, chairman
of the Pennsylvania Human
Relations Commission. “Is it
necessary? Is it legal? And

how much will it cost?”
To be sure, some of the

laws seem more public state-
ment than public necessity.

New Hope, long known for
diversity and tolerance,
passed its law in 2002 but has
yet to handle a complaint.

“We said, ‘If New Hope
doesn’t pass it, who will?’ ”
Borough Councilwoman Geri
Delevich said. “So we really
passed it to set an example
and to deliver a message.”

Activists in nearby Doyles-
town, however, say they saw a
need, even in a town with a
progressive reputation.

Marlene Pray said a group of
LGBT youths had been asked
to leave a restaurant several
years ago — and had been
called “fags” on the way out.

“They called me and asked
me what they could do,” said
Pray, long involved with so-
cial-justice and sexuality is-
sues. “But there was no law
that had been broken.”

Doylestown resident Nancy
Reilly, a lesbian, said she and a
date twice had been served
much more slowly than hetero-
sexual diners seated well after
them — by the same server in
the same restaurant.

“We said, ‘Did that just hap-
pen?’ ” Reilly said. “But it hap-
pened twice. We kind of blew
it off the first time.”

While such incidents might
not be fodder for a full-blown
human-relations hearing, edu-
cating business owners
“would make people aware
that Doylestown is not a town
that will accept that type of
behavior,” Reilly said. “It is
only 8,000 people, but how
many thousands of others
come here to have dinner, to
shop, to do other things?”

Some Doylestown Borough
Council members questioned
the cost of possibly hiring a full-
time human relations staffer —
estimated by Glassman to be
$50,000 to $60,000 a year.

Councilman Don Berk, the
law’s leading proponent, re-
sponded: “I’m hard-pressed
to think of where I would rath-
er spend my money other
than fighting discrimination.”

Not everyone agrees.
In June, Lancaster County

Commissioner Scott Martin
proposed dismantling the
county’s $500,000-a-year Hu-
man Relations Commission af-
ter activists began demand-
ing that LGBT rights be add-
ed to its purview.

Martin said he had acted
after discovering that the
county’s commission dupli-
cated many of the roles of
the Pennsylvania Human Re-
lations Commission. “Tight
budget times” demanded let-
ting the state handle the
complaints, he said.

As for adding LGBT rights
to the county’s laws, Martin
said that “would not be initiat-
ed by me. That’s not an issue
that I support.”

Philadelphia was the first to
pass a local LGBT ordinance in
1982; many others popped up
after a 2005 Commonwealth
Court opinion that affirmed the
right of local governments to
enact such laws.

Most ordinances tend to
pass in “pretty accepting ar-
eas,” but that doesn’t water
down their importance, Good-
man said.

“Preventing cases and ad-
dressing them sends the
message that we value you,
you’re a part of this commu-
nity, we will stand with you,
we will not tolerate ho-
mophobia,” Goodman said,
“just like we will not toler-
ate racism or any other
form of discrimination.”

Contact staff writer Julia Terruso
at 610-313-8110 or
jterruso@phillynews.com.

Inquirer staff writer Larry King
contributed to this article.
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Lights, cameras, action:
Columnist Kevin Riordan
writes about an aspiring
Marlton filmmaker who
hopes his creativity is a
preview of success. B2.
Reward offered: The FOP
and the U.S. Marshal’s
Office are providing
$10,000 for information in
the shooting of a police
officer. B9.

By Matt Flegenheimer
INQUIRER STAFF WRITER

Eight days later, Lynn Spencer
could still see the ripples.

Visitors at Penn’s Landing
snapped pictures, shook heads,
pointed to the spot. A massive
barge stopped, broke into a
U-turn, and repeated the drill.

And earlier that morning, at the
Ride the Ducks boarding spot at
Sixth and Market Streets —
where Spencer and young son
William, visiting from Manches-
ter, England, hoped to begin their
survey of Philadelphia — a nice
lady informed them that their
tour had been canceled.

“She wouldn’t say why,” Spen-
cer recalled.

Some immediate consequences
of the July 7 crash, which killed
two Hungarian students as a Ride
the Ducks vessel was struck by a
250-foot barge, were to be expect-

ed: tears, investigations, memori-
als about 4,500 miles apart.

Others may have been less obvi-
ous — from customer-safety con-
cerns about rival nautical ven-
tures, to a bump in Penn’s Land-
ing vendor business from voy-

euristic visitors, to tourists like
Spencer who shifted their spend-
ing to other Philadelphia attrac-
tions.

“We just wanted to see the
city,” said Spencer, who learned

See WATERFRONT on B6

Duck crash redirecting
city tourists’ attention
Some are sticking to land.
Some gather, and spend, at
the site. And those on the
river still think about it.

Local News Philadelphia
& the Region

ELIZABETH ROBERTSON / Staff Photographer
In the Delaware River off Penn’s Landing, summer camper Ronald Dockery, 11, maneuvers his kayak as
several swan boats sit unused. The site is near where a barge hit a duck vessel July 7, killing two tourists.

With the Benjamin Franklin Bridge in the background, Zoe Marchiano
(left), 15, and Isabella Feliciano, 16, ride the RiverLink ferry.

I didn’t intend to launch an inqui-
sition when I rang up the New Jer-
sey Division of Consumer Affairs
last month with a comically simple
question: How long can a store be
going out of business before that
“big sale” becomes a big scam?

I pass Cherry Hill Rugs on my
way to work, and I’m almost certain
the store has been on death’s door
for a year. Maybe longer.

In December, the shop ran a
“Final Days” ad in The Inquirer
featuring a hand holding a stop-
watch. “Every rug up to 77 per-
cent off,” it proclaimed. “Present
this coupon for an additional 7
percent off.”

In January, I mentioned the rug
shop to a reporting colleague on a
hunch that something was amiss.
As winter turned to spring, increas-
ingly urgent banners and balloons
sprouted like vinyl wildflowers.

Whizzing by the squat brick
building on my birthday in May, I
saw that the end was (finally)
near: A banner blared “Last 5
Days.” The owner must have lost
track of time, because the “Last 4
Days” declaration didn’t go up un-
til June.

Intrigued by one woman’s obses-
sion with a store she doesn’t even
frequent, a state investigator began
stalking the shop, on Marlton Pike
in Pennsauken. He photographed a
“Last 3 Days” sign on June 10, 15,
and 28. The jig was up. Fines lev-

ied, defenses commenced.

Of sickness and sales
I dropped by the store last week

and found a pleasant relative work-
ing in the dark, surrounded by car-
pets from Iran ($1,200), Turkmeni-
stan ($3,426), and Pakistan
($5,000).

“I’m in the hospital,” store owner
Abraham Pardakhti said later by
phone. “It’s not dangerous yet, but
I’m in isolation. It could be TB.”

Pardakhti, a 59-year-old former civ-
il engineer, told me that he had be-
gun going out of business a year ago.

“We went to the township to get a
permit. They said we didn’t need
it.” (That’s true, according to an offi-
cial who remembered the visit.)

Pardakhti said he had invested
heavily on banners and newspaper
ads; neither had much impact.

“When some things are down, ev-

erything is down,” he lamented of
the sluggish economy. “I still have
maybe 1,000 rugs. I try to talk with
my competition and wholesalers,
but they want to kill me, paying a
penny on a dollar.”

The story seemed semi-believ-
able — I checked, he really is hospi-

talized — until Pardakhti made an
odd admission: First, he pleaded ig-
norance about the law governing
liquidation sales. Then he insisted
he had done nothing wrong be-
cause his never-ending affair was
more of an on-again, off-again dalli-

See SALE on B3

By Jan Hefler
INQUIRER STAFF WRITER

Green ribbons decorated doors
and mailboxes in Honey Brook
Township on Saturday to mark the
grief that residents of this Chester
County community have after two
teenagers were killed Friday in a
car crash. The school-color rib-
bons also expressed the hope of
recovery for two other teens, who
are in Reading Hospital.

Sixteen-year-old Montgomery
Wood, who recently had gotten his
driver’s permit, was driving a Mit-
subishi Lancer Evolution when it
veered off Bear Dam Road and hit
a tree and a utility pole at 3:10 a.m.
Friday. Wood was pronounced
dead at the scene. His front-seat
passenger, Brittany Leger, 15, was
taken to Brandywine Hospital,
where she died.

The backseat passengers, both
15-year-old boys, were in Reading
Hospital on Saturday, where one
was in critical condition and the
other was in serious condition, po-
lice said.

All were students at Twin Valley
High School.

Wood and the backseat passen-
gers were not wearing seat belts,
police said. The driver was ejected
from the car. The names of the
teens who were in the backseat
have not been released.

Alcohol was not involved, police
said.

Wood was in the “challenging
pre-engineering program” at the
school, and the other three also
were intelligent and seemed to
have bright futures, school princi-
pal Kate Long said.

“It’s a shame; they’re just kids
and they made a bad choice and it
had tragic results,” Long said.
“We’re just devastated. They were
so young, and barely got started
with their lives.”

Superintendent Robert Pleis
knew Wood fairly well, he said,

See CRASH on B3

By Julia Terruso
INQUIRER STAFF WRITER

Jason Goodman didn’t set out
last year to be the face of gay rights
in Lower Merion. He was just a col-
lege student looking for a summer
job.

But as he flipped through employ-
ment manuals, the openly gay resi-
dent made a discovery he deemed
“shocking.”

Basically, he had no equal-em-
ployment rights. And state and fed-
eral legislators weren’t about to
give him any.

Anyone could deny Goodman a
job because of his sexual orienta-
tion, with no law to stand in the
way. Nothing federal, nothing state-
wide — nothing even, the Universi-
ty of Pennsylvania senior said, “in
the community that I love and have
grown up in.”

Fast-forward one year, and Good-
man, 21, who lives in Bala Cynwyd
in the township, finds himself at
the fore of a small but growing
trend in Pennsylvania. He is prod-
ding Lower Merion to join 16 other
municipal and county governments
in Pennsylvania that have enacted

See RIGHTS on B4

New Jersey Division of Consumer Affairs
A state investigator took this picture June 28, 18 days after taking his first
picture of the “Last 3 Days” sign at Cherry Hill Rugs in Pennsauken. Owner
Abraham Pardakhti, saying he has been ill, vowed to fight fraud charges.

By Jacqueline L. Urgo
INQUIRER STAFF WRITER

BARNEGAT LIGHT, N.J. — As
the crow flies — or, more accurate-
ly, as the fish swims — this tiny
resort town at the northern tip of
Long Beach Island could be the
next logical target for a couple of
sharks spotted off Ocean County
beaches just north of here last
week.

But with as many as 70 million
sharks killed by humans annually
around the world, the two that
apparently got away along the
Jersey Shore aren’t worrying too

many people.
“To see sharks in the waters

around here in the summertime,
it’s a normal occurrence. They’re
out there feeding on bunker pods
like they always do,” said Basil
Shehady, manager at the Barne-
gat Light Bait & Tackle Shop, in
the shadow of venerable “Old Bar-
ney” — a place that would be per-
fect for spotting sharks in the
surf.

Commencing a well-practiced
eye roll when asked about the
shark sightings, Shehady’s neigh-
bor Ben Weller of Destin, Fla.,

who’s been summering here for
more than 50 years, suggested that
nobody around was too excited
about the whole thing.

“Nobody’s concerned. If you live
around here long enough, you’re
bound to see anything in these wa-
ters … dolphins, whales, tuna, and
sharks. They’re just part of the eco-
system,” Weller said. “It’s hysteri-
cal when people get all freaked out
about it. They’re usually not from
around here.”

Last week, though, lifeguards in
three Jersey Shore towns told
swimmers that it wasn’t safe to be

in the water after receiving re-
ports that two sharks were close to
shore.

The first sightings came Monday
in Ocean Beach, a barrier island
that is part of Toms River. On
Wednesday, the beach patrol in
Seaside Park reported that two
five-foot long sharks had been spot-
ted in the shallows about 10 a.m.
Then the next day, in the South
Seaside Park Beach section of Ber-
keley Township, what were be-
lieved to be the same two sharks
were seen about 30 yards from the

See SHARK on B7

Two sharks? Zero worry for regulars of the Shore

2 Chesco
teens die,
2 injured
in crash
Their car hit a tree and
a utility pole. The new
driver and his front-seat
passenger were killed.

Towns fill
Pa. void
on gay
rights
With no state law like New
Jersey’s, students and others
are winning local bans on
LGBT discrimination.

APRIL SAUL / Staff Photographer
Jason Goodman (left), who got Lower
Merion’s Township Council to draft
a ban proposal, with Taj Magruder,
who wants a similar law in Radnor.

Rug store owner is called on the carpet.

A going-out-of-business sale
that just keeps going and going
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