


Dec. 23, 1944:  Weather conditions improve, allowing Allied air forces 
to attack, launching bombing raids on the German supply points in their 
rear as Third Army’s advance north accelerates.

Dec. 16, 1944: Snowstorms cover the Ardennes in 
Belgium where the Germans use the grounding of 
Allied air forces to begin an assault across an 80-mile 
front. Initial allied reports conclude this was only an 
anticipated and localized counterattack, not Hitler’s all-
out attack.

Dec. 17, 1944: Allied commanders realize fighting in the Ardennes is a 
major offensive then order significant reinforcements. Maj. Gen. Gavin 
of the 82nd Airborne Division arrived on the scene and ordered the 101st 
elements there to hold Bastogne. The 82nd Airborne Division engaged 
the battle north of the Bulge.

Dec. 19, 1944: Initial confusion within 
the German army’s supply lines delay 

their attack sufficiently to allow the 
101st Airborne Division to solidify 
hasty positions in Bastogne. The 

fierce defense of Bastogne makes it 
impossible for the Germans to take 
the town. Allied commanders meet 

at Verdun to discuss their course 
of action. Gen. Patton’s Third Army 

(located in northeastern France) 
reveals plans to move north to 

counterattack, attacking with two 
divisions within 48 hours, to the 

disbelief of other generals present. 
Before the meeting, however, Gen. 
Patton prepared contingency plans 

for a northward turn and massive 
repositioning of Third Army — code 

name: Operation Nickel.

Dec. 20, 1944: German Panzer columns 
swing past both sides of Bastogne, cutting 
off the town but the Germans fail to secure 
vital crossroads.

Dec. 21, 1944: German forces completely 
surround Bastogne. Inside the perimeter 
most of the medical supplies and medical 
personnel have been captured. Food is 
scarce, but the Germans fail to penetrate 
American lines despite initial success and 
move forward from Bastogne. 

Dec. 22, 1944: Due to supply 
shortages, American artillery 
ammunition is restricted to 
10 rounds per gun per day. 
Despite determined German 
attacks the perimeter holds. 
The German commander 
requests Bastogne's 
surrender. Brig. Gen. 
Anthony McAuliffe, acting 
commander of the 101st 
Airborne Division responds 
simply, "Nuts!"

Dec. 26, 1944: Third Army’s lead element, Company D, 1st Battalion, 
37th Armor Regiment of the 4th Armored Division, reaches Bastogne, 

ending the siege. Winston Churchill, addressing the House of Commons 
in London following the ‘Battle of the Bulge’ said, "This is undoubtedly 
the greatest American battle of the war and will, I believe, be regarded 

as an ever-famous American victory.”

Operation
 Nickel 

Officially named the Ardennes-Alsace campaign, it 
was one of the most decisive battles of World War II, and 
is known to the general public simply as the Battle of the 
Bulge.

The ‘Bulge’ is a reference to the initial incursion Nazi 
Germany put into the Allies’ line of advance, as seen in 
maps presented in newspapers at the time.

Nazi leader Adolf Hitler’s goal for these operations 
was to split the British and American Allied line in half, to 
capture Antwerp, Belgium, and then surround and destroy 
Allied armies, forcing the Western Allies to negotiate a 
peace treaty in Germany’s favor.

The surprise attack against a weakly-defended section 
of the Allied line was achieved during heavy overcast 
weather and snowstorms, which grounded the Allies’ 

overwhelmingly superior air forces. 
German forces were no match for the Allies during 

temperate weather conditions when the Allies could 
incorporate their air advantage into battle; however, with 
air power taken out of the equation, German Tiger tanks 
dealt an effective blow against Allied forces — thus 
forming the ‘Bulge’.

Near the key town of Bastogne — which was located 
at a strategic crossroads — American forces managed to 
put up fierce resistance. Terrain favoring the defenders 
threw the German timetable behind schedule, a schedule 
that depended on the limited amount of time they had an 
advantage due to weather. 

But the combination of the heroic defense of Bastogne, 
clearing weather conditions (allowing Allied air attacks) 
and Allied reinforcements, which arrived as part of Third 
Army’s Operation Nickel, sealed the failure of the German 
offensive.
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