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A general collection development policy consists of a range of developmentally appropriate print and non-print materials.  It is not a selection policy.  A selection policy describes the procedures and policies for adding material to an existing collection (Montana State Library, 2009).  This collection development policy will describe how the users are affected, where the strengths and weaknesses are, and how the collection compares to other libraries.  It will also encompass the Georgia Performance Standards, as well as presenting different points of view to promote critical thinking.  The collection should display quality in content as well as be interesting to the patron (James Solomon Russell Junior High School Library).

A collection development policy must have a mission statement.  A mission statement gives the library a reason for it’s existence.  It also must have a purpose clearly outlined.  The crescendo for any program or institution is to be fully utilized.  Your media collection development policy must reflect the end user.  And finally, but by no means is this an all-inclusive list, a media specialist  must know what is already in the collection, so that an appropriate needs-assessment  can be utilized.


When outlining a collection development policy a school library needs to ask several questions (Westwood Elementary, 2009).  These questions include: 
· Does the item support the curriculum?

· Is it age/developmentally appropriate for the patrons?

· Is the material timely?  Will it be outdated quickly?

· Is the material accurate?  Is it written or edited by an authority on the subject?

· Is the scope of the material adequate?  Are there views not represented?

· Is the material visually pleasing and readable?  Are the illustrations supportive of the text?

· Will the materials be widely used?

· Is the value proportionate to cost and/or need?

In addition, a media specialist should consult with their stakeholders to determine what types of materials they would like to see included in the collection.  

A complete media collection will be sure to include electronic materials.  These electronic materials can include the following items:  films and videos, audio, online resources, music, CD-ROMs, various software and hardware, and databases.  Budget constraints will dictate how much you have to spend in these areas.  Every media center needs a clear format for the allocation of funds to a particular area.  If a predetermined percentage is set, then buying new items will be easier because you know exactly where your budget is going.  The “half-life” of electronic resources should be strongly considered because they are quickly outdated.  A short-term subscription or contract  would better fit the needs of the media center and would not obligate the school to an outdated and out-modeled piece of software.  The James Solomon Russell Junior High School Library has a wonderful format for allocation of funds.  I believe it to be an excellent resource and one in which I generally follow, pending funding issues.
	FORMAT
	PERCENTAGE OF BUDGET

	Fiction books
	30%

	Non-fiction books
	30%

	Serials
	10%

	CD-ROMs
	10%

	Software and databases
	10%

	Films and video
	3%

	Audio
	2%

	Other formats
	5%



The collection development should also value the input of the Media Centers stakeholders.  A needs-assessment and wants-assessment needs to be undertaken every year and kept in a consideration file for the following year.  

A collection development policy would be doing it’s patrons a disservice if it did not scrutinize and evaluate award winning books  (Kellliher Public School, 2009).  The following awards should be considered when developing a collection:

· Caldecott Medal

· Children’s Book Award

· Coretta Scott King Award

· Newbery Medal

With these criteria in mind, a well-rounded collection can be established and maintained.  
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