Cathy D’Antonio

EDUT 6215
Grant Writing homework

· Explore "Funding Opportunities" Web Sites. What similarities and differences are there between federal and state allocated grants? 

· Identify grant(s) you are interested in pursuing to complete the course project. 

· What are the educational priorities today identified by grants and other funding opportunities? 

· Discuss grant(s) you are interested in pursuing to complete the course project.

I explored the “Funding Opportunities” Web Sites.  I found many common grant areas between the federal and the state grants, and a few different listings.  I looked at the Georgia state grants for comparison purposes.  

These topics were the same on both the federal and state grant allocations:  21st Century Learning Centers, Bilingual Professional Development, Reduction of Class Size, Community Tech Centers, Safe Schools, Technology Innovation Challenge, Public Charter Schools, GEAR up.  

The differences between the federal and state grants were in the types of grants available.    

The federal grants addressed these areas, while the Georgia state grants did not:

College Assistance Migratory Programs, Complete School Reform Demonstrations, and New American High Schools.    These areas were listed in the Georgia state grants, but not listed specifically in the federal grant subject areas:  Counseling, Middle School Coordinators, TRIO programs.  It seems that some of the state grants are specific to the states, while the federal grants try to address areas common to all state schools.   I also saw more college grants on the federal grant site than on the state listing for our state.
Some grants that I would be interested in pursuing would be the 21st Century Learning Centers, the Community Technology Centers, the Safe Schools, and the Technology Innovation Challenge grants.  

It seems that the grants and other funding opportunities have very important educational priorities.  The grants are to promote student achievement and prepare our students for competitiveness around the globe.  Also, they exist to level the playing field and be sure that opportunities are available for education for everyone, without discrimination.  

The grants that I would like to pursue the most are the 21st Century Learning Center grant and the Community Technology Center grant.  The 21st Century Learning grant would fund community-school partnerships in order to open up schools after school hours and during the summer.  This would create safe places for students to learn in technology-enhanced classrooms.  Having taught in a school where students entered dangerous situations when school was out/out for the summer, I would have welcomed this type of safe, educational, and exciting environment for my students to use during non-school hours.   It would keep students safe, while enabling them to learn in a stimulating, technological environment.  The Community Technology Center grant would create computer labs in low-income communities.  This would greatly augment information technology access, while bringing learning services to the areas of our community most in need.  I also saw a need for this type of center in my previous teaching position. 

