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 Today, all forms of media are fighting with each other to become the most used form of 

media.  They fight to report news before others and to get as many readers or viewers as they 

possibly can.  At the end of the fight though, it is easy to say that the internet is beginning to 

conquer all forms of media.  Especially with it’s rivalry with print newspapers, internet is 

winning the battle.  It is out of the question that newspapers will remain important in our society, 

but it will be interesting to see how newspapers will be able to make money online without their 

websites being completely full of advertisements, which would take away from the importance 

of the news itself.  Newspapers, as opposed to blogs, are a more reliable form of news, and stress 

that the news that they report will always be fair, honest, and a connection between the 

government and the people.  

 While researching the future of newspapers, I was shocked to see how varying the 

opinions about their future was, and how unclear and difficult the switch from print to online 

journals will be.  The switch is necessary as printed journals are loosing more and more money 

everyday, and online journals are creating more and more revenue and hits per day.  There are no 

new readers to pick up a paper after an old reader dies, as young readers are being brought up on 

the internet, not the paper.  While newspapers used to make money by selling print ads in their 

papers, nowadays, all these advertisements go to online websites such as monster.com and 

craigslist.com.  It is more than apparent that newspapers biggest chance at survival is by going 

online, but it will be hard raising funds for the staff to make the newspaper run.  Also, there are 

many people that say they would rather read a newspaper off of a hard copy than from an online 
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source.  People who are at work all day looking at a screen (businessmen, students, people who 

work on computers all day) would much rather give their eyes a break from the harsh light of a 

screen and enjoy the solidity of a paper.  

 By ordering readers to pay for an online subscription with a pay wall, websites actually 

deterred readers from their sites.  Readers want the news fast and easy, and when they are asked 

to pay for something that they can read for free on another website, they will do just that.  Also, 

readers believe that they should have to pay for general information on the internet because it is a 

free place to put up information.  

 My reaction to this information is that I am a big believer in the hybrid newspaper: a 

newspaper that has a printed paper a few days every week, with more in depth articles on an 

online website.  I think it would be hard to completely eliminate a printed newspaper because 

while the demand for them is not as great as it used to be, it is still apparent and relevant to many 

readers.  I think it is also clear that the internet will be the complete future of media, with all 

forms collaborating on internet databases and instead of fighting against one-another, working 

together to produce the best news possible.   
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