
“This idea was conceived of during the boom years so it’s 
certainly not a product of the recession,” said Gabriel 
Metcalf, executive director of the San Francisco Planning 
and Urban Research Association. “But luckily it is cheap so 
we’re able to keep it going.”

The inexpensive price tags on these parklets are up to 
$7,000, they are sponsored by corporate donations and 
neighborhood business. Costing the city nothing but labor 
from the Department of Public Works. The maintenance for 
the parklets varies individually either upkeep will be from 
the business owners nearby or the Department of public 
works. The department is recycling old city property such 
as dumpsters and using them as protection barriers and 
planters for trees. 

Change in The City is receiving mixed reviews by the public 
regarding these new parklets. Where there are pros there 
are also cons, resident Joel Panzer is seeing the cons and 
is not in particularly in favor of the incoming parklet in 
Noe Valley, “the plaza would close off an arterial street, 
making it harder for people to drive in the area, and 
that the proximity of pedestrians to traffic might create a 
hazard.”

Other than a few cons, businesses are seeing nothing but 
pros. These parklets are creating positive environmentally 
friendly places, “Green is good, places for people to sit 
are good, places for people to recreate are good, and 
if they’re in proximity to a commercial corridor they are 
good,” said Philip Lesser business owner.

Parklets: Reincarnation at its Finest - For Parking Spaces At Least
by Michelle McIntosh, California Downtown Association Communications

It is the beginning of a new life for parking spaces in 
San Francisco, where car owners used to fear the meter 
police; it is now a worry free zone to be enjoyed, but not 

by cars, by the public.  

The newest trend in the busiest cities in the United States is 
miniparks known as a “parklets.” Some of the parklets are 
what used to be parking spaces or just excess pavement 
that has been transformed into these causal hangout 
spots. These parklets are made on pavement throughout 
the streets, consisting of a raised area that has planters, 
seating and bicycle parking, and larger parklets have 
tables, chairs and art deco.

Originating from the European traditional plazas for 
socializing, parklets are an alternative park that fit into 
cities budgets. The first city in the United States 
that tried to replicate this was New York in 
the 1960s with “pocket parks,” where they 
transformed the lot of an abandoned house into 
a friendlier and greener area. In the middle of 
these concrete jungles, these parks were a way 
to bring the communities together and reduce 
stress in the big cities. 

Rekindling the spark of the 1960s, New York 
City recently transformed excess roadways into 
plazas and seating areas by treating the asphalt, 
installing protective barriers, placing tables and 
chairs on popular streets such as Broadway, 
transforming them into pedestrian-friendly areas. 
After seeing their success, San Francisco decided 
to follow the trend with ‘Pavement to Parks.’

‘Pavement to Parks’ is a collaboration between 
San Francisco’s Municipal Transportation Agency, 
the Planning Department, the Department of 
Public Works and Mayor Gavin Newsom’s office. 

At the unveiling of the first parklet San Francisco Mayor 
Gavin Newsom addressed a crowd about the new project, 
“I know that many of you have been talking about this for... 
at least 13 or 14 years,” Newsom said. “Formally it’s been 
at least a decade since community groups came together 
and talked about converting this pavement into a plaza.  
I refer to it as ‘democratizing this public realm’ and the 
street realm, and looking differently in terms of our open 
space, open space in terms of taking back this pavement, 
and converting it into plazas.” 

In recent years San Francisco park agencies have had to cut 
staffing and funding, with the mayor’s latest budget, which 
cuts 42 percent of the Recreation and Parks Department 
funding, creating parklets is an easy way to expand 
recycled pavement.
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The new parklet outside of New Mojo Cafe, visit sf.streetsblog.org for more parklet photos. 

Continues on next page

http://sf.streetsblog.org/2010/03/18/newsom-christens-new-mojo-cafe-parklet-pledges-more-to-come/


It also doesn’t hurt that with the new additions their business 
profits have gone up. “I have consistently seen more 
customers since a parklet was placed in the parking stalls 
in front of his cafe and bicycle-repair shop,” said owner of 
the Mojo Bicycle Café, Remy Nelson.

Because of the overall success of the ‘Pavement to Parks’ 
project four more will 
be going in shortly 
called; “Naples 
Green,” “Noe Valley 
Plaza,” “Columbus 
Avenue Parkelts” 
and “Clement Street 
Parklet.” The outlook 
for more parklets is 
looking good; the 
project is currently analyzing additional sites to be future 
homes for these new parkelts.

If your community is looking for a new but cost effective 
way to spice-up your downtown and effectively bring 
the community together, a parklet could be the perfect 
substitution to a pricey public plaza or park. To find out more 
about ‘Pavement to Parks’ please visit sfpavementtoparks.
sfplanning.org or contact them at sfpavementtoparks@
sfgov.org. 

Resources: 
• sfpavementtoparks.sfplanning.org
• articles.sfgate.com/2010-02-25/news/17955281_1_

parking-spaces-planters-san-francisco
• www.mercurynews.com/news/ci_15338461?nclick_

check=1
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Mapping Main Street
by Michelle McIntosh, California Downtown 
Association Communications

Where is your Main Street? — When people are 
asked, “Where is Main Street?” one place pops 
up in mind, their hometown Main Street. People 

all across the United States have their own Main Streets, but 
that Main Street is rarely ever the same as anyone else’s. 
With more than 10,466 streets called Main Street across 
the United States, it’s uncommon that many people share 
the same Main 
Street.

In May, a team of 
people packed 
into a car and 
got started on 
their journey to 
find out the his-
tory and stories 
of different Main 
Streets throughout 
the United States. 
Their journey col-
laboration is now 
a documentary 
project called, 
“Mapping Main 
Street.”

With the project 
three months in, 
so far 610 streets 
have been docu-
mented and the 
quest still contin-
ues. The team en-
courages others to participate as anyone and everyone 
is welcome to contribute to the documentary, the only re-
quirement is that all pictures, audio clips and videos are 
taken on a street named Main. 

The thought evoking quote presented on the Mapping Main 
Street website encourages people to think about what they 
are actually capturing, “When politicians and the media 
mention Main Street, they evoke one people and one 
place. But there are over 10,466 streets named Main in 
the United States” 

Check out all the different Main Streets at 
www.mappingmainstreet.org.

If your downtown association or business district has a 
street named Main, make it known by participating in the 
documentary. You can visit the website for more information 
of how you can contribute. Enjoy visiting Main Street!

Parklets continued

“I have consistently 
seen more customers 
since a parklet was 
placed in the parking 
stalls in front of his 
cafe and bicycle-repair 
shop...”

The El Cajon Community Development Corporationr 
recenlty received a $25,000 grant from JPMorgan Chase 
in support of El Cajon CDC’s revitalization efforts. 

El Cajon CDC programs directly benefit Downtown El 
Cajon businesses and residents through our Clean & Safe 
program, Lend A Hand Neighborhood Enhancement 
projects, Saturday Morning Clean-ups, business recruitment 
and retention programs, and over 40 free special events 
including the annual East County Homeownership Fair. 

Congrats Downtown El Cajon!

http://sfpavementtoparks.sfplanning.org/
http://sfpavementtoparks.sfplanning.org/
http://sfpavementtoparks.sfplanning.org/
http://articles.sfgate.com/2010-02-25/news/17955281_1_parking-spaces-planters-san-francisco
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