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“Immigration and the Economic Status of African-American Men” 

 

There is no shortage of articles about the struggles of African-Americans. I found 

numerous cases of vicious cycles of undeserved poverty that many African-Americans are forced 

into. The specific case I chose to analyze and reflect upon was how immigration affects the 

economic status of African-American men. This article analyzes data from all the censuses 

conducted from 1960-2000. After reviewing the results it was evident that African-American 

men were the first to suffer from immigration.  

 As large numbers of people immigrated to the United States more and more African-

American men were being put out of work. After compiling the censuses there was an evident 

theme. For every 10% immigration-induced increase in the supply of workers of a particular 

type, African-American wages for that job dropped 2.5%. Each 10 % also lowered the 

employment rate of African-American men by 5.9% within that group. The fact that African 

Americans are the primary ones feeling the effects of immigration is wrong. These statistics can 

be attributed to discrimination within the institutions of the United States. The statistics sum up 

the opinion of many of these institutions. To me it says they would rather hire non-African-

Americans, and when they need to make cuts African Americans are the first to go. 

 After reading further into the article I started to realize how these statistics fit into the 

bigger picture of the vicious cycle of poverty that African-Americans face. These African-

Americans are being paid less than the immigrants, losing their jobs to them, and also the 

immigrants cause the incarceration rate of African-American men to increase. For every 10% 

immigration-induced increase in a supply of workers, there was a 1.3% increase in the 
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incarceration rate of African-American men. This statistic once again is higher than the relative 

statistics for other races.  

 Immigration and the policy surrounding it play a role in the cycle of poverty that African-

Americans often face in the United States. As more immigrants come to the United States, 

African-Americans are getting paid less, losing their jobs, and being forced to find other ways to 

make ends meet. Therefore, these African-Americans, especially African-American men, are 

forced to take part in criminal activity in order to provide for themselves and their families. This 

situation, along with racially biased police, prosecutors, and judges leads to an increase in the 

incarceration rate of African-American men and feeds a never ending cycle of poverty. More 

African-American men in prison lead to more single parented families who suffer higher rates of 

poverty. The cycle is endless at the moment and must be brought to a stop.  

 In order for this to change the government of the United States needs to seriously change 

its immigration policies. But immigration policies are only part of the answer; the United States 

government needs to put policies into place that punish offenders for racial discrimination in not 

only the work place, but every single U.S. institution. These punishments need to be harsh and 

make an example of offenders in order to show progression towards a culturally acceptant 

country based on racial equality. With cooperation, determination, and the combining of efforts 

to fight for equality this issue can be overcome.  
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