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SB 1070 

“We can have no "50-50" allegiance in this country. Either a man is an American and nothing 

else, or he is not an American at all” (Teddy Roosevelt).  Illegal immigration is without a doubt a huge 

issue in the United States, and Arizona’s Senate Bill 1070 attempts to take a step in the right direction 

and prevent illegal immigrants from residing in our state. The proposed law is undoubtedly 

constitutional, and is extremely beneficial to Arizona, and the country as a whole.  

Illegal aliens are taking jobs from U.S born, taxpaying, law abiding citizens, and the federal 

government refuses to take action, and enforce the federal laws that are already in place. Many against 

this revolutionary bill argue that illegal immigrants do the jobs that most Americans will not do; but this 

couldn’t be farther from the truth. Illegal aliens do jobs for extremely cheap, well below minimum wage. 

When you have millions of people doing one job, or a niche of jobs, that job area is artificially 

depreciated; Meaning, that jobs which were once suitable for middle class Americans are now only 

suitable for those willing to work at or below minimum wage, and live a life of poverty. A recent study by 

the C.I.S. (Center for Immigration Studies) shows that a mere 9% of the net increase in jobs in the U.S. 

went to people actually born in the United States.  This stunning statistic really puts into perspective the 

impact that aliens are having on America. Even political cartoonist Chan Lowe believes wholeheartedly 

in the bill, saying “If we close the borders and have less undocumented workers, it would put some 

upward pressure on overall wages, It's no secret business will have to pay workers more money" (Chan 

Lowe).  With all the hype going on with the economy and unemployment one would think that political 

figures would more closely examine fundamentals of the economy, and see that illegal immigrants 

stealing jobs from American born citizens is a key component of the economic state our nation. The 

reason for our out-of-control policies is simple: Politicians are afraid. The illegal immigrant population is 
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so vast that politicians are afraid to lose the vote of those who are associated with undocumented 

aliens.  

 Another issue regarding illegal immigrants is the amount of tax dollars they use just by residing 

here in the United States. There are currently 5,138,069 children with illegal parents enrolled in public 

schooling in the United States. That enormous amount has added up to $74,592,688,516 coming directly 

from the taxes legal American citizens pay; just to keep their children in school. Along with schooling, 

illegal immigrants are often incarcerated for disobeying American laws. There are 429,080 illegal aliens 

in federal prison, adding a whopping $27,496,555,931 to their tab. The medical industry is required to 

care for everyone who has an emergency. Every day, millions of undocumented mothers are rushed to 

the hospital, requiring medical attention for childbirth, without any form of insurance or means to pay 

the hospital. This puts an enormous financial burden on hospitals around the country, which are also 

funded by tax dollars.  The average American in-turn is forced to pay more taxes in order to balance out 

the burden they place on the American government. Our federal government undoubtedly recognizes 

the cost of housing the illegal population, but continues to sit and watch while they take advantage of 

the system our forefathers fought so hard to protect. SB 1070 calls for more strict rules regarding the 

documentation that immigrants must carry. The filtration of illegal immigrants will begin the process of 

eliminating the problem once and for all.  

 Not only are illegal immigrants affecting our economic stability, they are also affecting our 

safety as a country. Over the past 10 years the United States has seen a significant increase in crimes 

committed by illegal immigrants. The C.I.S. has conducted many studies, and has found many shocking 

statistics that display the effect illegals are having on the streets. They found that 75% of all illegal aliens 

are currently committing federal crimes, with most in violation of possessing fraudulent social security 
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cards, or other fraudulent means of identification. The C.I.S has also found that 12% of felonies, 25% of 

burglaries and 34% of thefts are committed by illegal aliens. 


