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Project Name:  The Class of Today 
 
Company Name:  The Ragazza Group 
 
Presenter Name: Taylor Nixon and Kasey Parker 
 
Goal: To increase enrollment at OSU-Stillwater. 
 
Objectives:  To increase enrollment 13 percent by August 2011. 
                  
Target Audience:  High school juniors and seniors in the state of Oklahoma. 

        Guidance counselors in the state of Oklahoma. 
          
Campaign Concept:   
 
We will increase enrollment at the OSU-Stillwater campus by reaching out to high school juniors 
and seniors in Oklahoma with the use of OSU’s newest program, CampusConnect.  This 
program will connect these students with OSU undergraduate and graduate students.  We will 
send their guidance counselors bimonthly printable fliers to give to their students addressing 
events at OSU.  We will also send them bimonthly newsletters via email with information 
specifically for the counselors.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
         
         
   
 

 
 
 
Message Points  
 
More than $100 million in scholarships has recently been donated for the benefit of our students. 
This is a tremendous opportunity for future Cowboys at Oklahoma State University to further 
their success, education and creativity with this monumental gift.  
 
High school juniors and seniors in the state of Oklahoma now have the opportunity to connect 
with students at Oklahoma State University.  Our new program CampusConnect connects these 
high school students with students at Oklahoma State University. The college students are there 
to answer any questions the high school students might have and make them feel welcome when 
they arrive on campus. 
 
Oklahoma State University is excited to join in the conversation between the state’s high school 
counselors and their junior and senior students.  We will give the counselors an inside look at all 
of our latest opportunities.  We will send them bimonthly printable flyers to give to their students 
addressing events at OSU. We will also send them bimonthly newsletters via e-mail with 
information specifically for the counselors.  
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OKLAHOMA STATE UNIVERSITY FOCUSES ON FUTURE 
OSU-Stillwater Uses Social Media to Connect with Oklahoma’s High School Juniors and Seniors 

STILLWATER, Okla. – Oklahoma State University is using the latest in technology to give Oklahoma’s 

high school juniors and seniors an opportunity to connect with the OSU-Stillwater campus. OSU’s new program 

CampusConnect uses social media to connect these high school students with an undergraduate or graduate student 

at OSU. From there, the real connection begins. Without even stepping foot on campus, connected students can ask 

their OSU mentor any question about OSU, the OSU campus, the city of Stillwater, or any other question they might 

have about the university or their prospective area of study. Students can go to www.CampusConnect.com to signup 

for this free service.   

“Because I am an out-of-state student, I wish CampusConnect would have been available to give me a 

better feel of the OSU community since I wasn’t able to visit,” Rachel Kerbo, public relations senior, said.   

Students who are still searching for their university home, and even students who have already committed 

to another university, are still invited to join the program.  

“We want everyone involved with, or who is curious about OSU, to feel comfortable and welcome here,” 

Director of Communications Jane Kinzer said. “We have always prided ourselves as being an open and caring group 

of individuals here at Oklahoma State.”  

CampusConnect is already getting quite a reaction from students at OSU. More than 3,000 undergraduate 

and graduate students from varying fields of study such as animal science and Spanish have volunteered to be 

mentors for CampusConnect – and there is no extra credit involved.  

OSU matches the students based on a number of criteria such as area of study, interests and even their 

music preferences. However, a student’s age, sex and ethnicity are not used in the pairing process.  

OSU is proudly the state’s only land grant university, established in 1890. For more information about 

CampusConnect, contact campaign member Taylor Nixon at (918) 361-7061 or lauretn@okstate.edu. 

      -###- 



                                                                       

 
 
 
 
Media Contact 
 

 
DARLA SLIPKE 
  
NewsOK/ the Daily Oklahoman  
  
LINK to Darla's most recent articles:  
 
http://newsok.com/search?search=DARLA+SLIPKE&nav=&search_what=newsok&x=28&y=1
2 
  
LINK to Oklahoma State University students urge state to kick tobacco use, April 1, 2010  
 
http://www.newsok.com/article/3450467?searched=DARLA%20SLIPKE&custom_click=search 
  
LINK to Oklahoma seniors weigh college costs, April 10, 2010 
 
http://www.newsok.com/article/3452899?searched=DARLA%20SLIPKE&custom_click=search
#ixzz0kjjkpn7Z 
 
LINK to Peep Art Contest a treat for metro-area students  
 
http://www.newsok.com/article/3452021?searched=DARLA%20SLIPKE&custom_click=search 
  
We chose Darla because she is the best-fitted reporter for our needs. She not only covers local 
college and university news, but also high school news, news for families with tweens and teens. 
Darla also writes well in feature and hard-news style.  
 
As you can see in her articles, Darla emphasizes her well-rounded style in college news, 
finances, community events and more.  
 
She caught our eye when she hit the nail on the head with the article, "Oklahoma seniors weigh 
college costs.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Dear Business Editor,    
  
A new campaign at Oklahoma State University, “The Class of Today,” is helping high school 
students become aware of the tremendous opportunities OSU has to offer.   

The economic climate is not only affecting future students, but their parents as well. With your 
primary audience being the 30-to-60-year-old male, we understand their concern in providing 
financial security for their family and children. This exclusive is a great opportunity to dig your 
feet into this story first. We chose Tulsa World for the exclusive because of the way its stories 
highlight the importance of finances in the educational system. 
 

With the school year almost at an end for high school juniors and seniors, it is time for students 
to make one of the most important decisions in their educational life. Many students will decide 
to enroll at one college or university in the nation. 

 “The Class of Today” will join the conversation between counselors and students to assure these 
incoming freshmen are informed of the opportunities OSU provides. We are also notifying high 
school juniors and seniors about the scholarships and financial aid OSU has to offer.  

Recently, Hubert C. Gragg gave a $100 million gift for scholar development at OSU. Gragg 
donated these funds in honor of former Oklahoma governor Henry Bellmon. Seven hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars will go to the Bellmon scholarship Endowment and $250,000 to the 
Bellmon Program Endowment. This scholarship will be matched by the Pickens Legacy 
Scholarship Match, which will make the total impact of Gragg’s donation $1.75 million in 
endowed funds. 

OSU is also using CampusConnect, a program that gives high school juniors and seniors the 
opportunity to connect with current students at OSU. These students will share their knowledge 
of OSU and connect with them via Internet in order to make incoming freshman feel welcomed 
and comfortable at OSU. 

This campaign will also connect students through social media tools such as Facebook, Twitter 
and blogs. These sites will connect students so they may answer questions, inform others of 
upcoming events on campus and connect students with other incoming freshman.  
  
 I will be following up with you soon to discuss “The Class of Today” campaign. If you have any 
questions or need additional information, do not hesitate to contact me. I am available at any 
time to answer any questions. Please contact me directly at (918)-333-1234 or at 
Rachel.Kerbo@okstate.edu.  
  
Kind Regards,  
  
Rachel Kerbo  
On behalf of “The Class of Today” campaign at OSU 



 
 

 

“The Class of Today” 
 
History 
 
Oklahoma State University, located in Stillwater, Okla., is a land grant university founded in 
1890.  Land grant universities are institutions of higher education in the United States designated 
by each state to receive the benefits of the Morrill Acts of 1862 and 1890.  The mission of these 
institutions is to focus on the teaching of agriculture, science and engineering.  Originally known 
as Oklahoma Agriculture and Mechanical College, or Oklahoma A&M, OSU is the ideal 
location nestled conveniently 62 miles west of Tulsa and 42 miles northeast of Oklahoma City.  
Oklahoma State has been named a Truman Honor Institution as a result of having 15 Truman 
scholars, one of the highest totals in the nation.   
 
College Programs 
 
Whatever your degree plan or interest is, OSU may have the program for you.  We have six 
major colleges including Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources, Arts and Sciences, Spears 
School of Business, Education, Engineering, Architecture and Technology, and Human 
Environmental Sciences.  We also offer the Honors College and Graduate College.  The 
Graduate College oversees the graduate degree programs of all colleges, and the Honors College 
provides further opportunities for students to study, conduct research, and exchange ideas in a 
challenging and supportive academic environment.   
 
Scholarship Opportunities 
 
We offer numerous scholarship opportunities so the hard work you put in will pay off.   Students 
may receive a tuition waiver based on their ACT scores, Work-Study, and/or financial assistance 
for Study Abroad programs. The recent Pickens Legacy Scholarship Match of $100 million in 
scholarships will be of great assistance along with the state scholarships and tuition waivers OSU 
has to offer.  The current events taking place on our campus are innovative, bold and vitally 
important.  Forbes has ranked Oklahoma State No.1 in the Big 12 for best college investment.   
 
Athletics 
 
OSU offers a rich academic heritage as well as athletics.  OSU is home of 49 national 
championships, ranking the Cowboys and Cowgirls first in the Big 12. The Colvin Recreational 
Center offers students, faculty and staff one of the best facilities for sport, recreation and fitness 
in the nation. The $23 million, 240,000 sq. ft. center offers everything from fitness classes and 
intramural sports teams to a weight room and heated pool.  Students can enjoy the amenities with 
the use of their student ID. 

 



 

Campus Organizations 

Our campus is home to more than 400 campus clubs and organizations.  Anyone interested in 
more information about our student organizations can use the CampusLink program at 
http://campuslink.okstate.edu to look up groups and retrieve contact information.  CampusLink is 
an online tool that combines information about all student organizations, individual student 
involvement and volunteer service.  OSU’s Greek Life offers students a unique opportunity to 
have a balanced college life with a focus on academic excellence, brotherhood/sisterhood, 
community service and responsible social interaction.  Greek affiliation also allows students to 
make lasting friendships with individuals who have similar ideals and common goals.  OSU 
Greek life has celebrated more than 100 years of existence.  Whatever your interest may be, OSU 
is sure to have it. 
 
Residential Life 
 
Residential life offers many amenities as well.  More than 5,000 students call the OSU campus 
home.  Your residence hall is more than just a place to sleep and eat.  They provide exciting, 
active communities that promote a student’s personal and academic well-being.  Twenty-five 
residence halls, more than 30 dining options, and seven family-first apartment neighborhoods are 
sure to fit every need.  There are plenty of activities to get involved in such as intramurals and 
Residence Hall Governments. 
 
Campus Services 
 
OSU offers many on-campus services to its students.   The transportation system conveniently 
runs several routes across campus and Stillwater and even some of the major off-campus 
apartment complexes and businesses.  Our brand new buses are fueled with natural gas.  Our 
campus is warm, inviting and a perfect fit for many.  Another important service is the University 
Counseling Services.  It is composed of the ADA Compliance Office, Alcohol and Substance 
Abuse Center, Academic and Career Development Center, Student Counseling Center, Student 
Conduct Education and Administration, and Student Disability Services. Efforts are made to 
maximize opportunities for students to benefit from academic experiences both in and out of the 
classroom.  These offices strive to create a beneficial environment for the intellectual, emotional 
and physical development of the student.  The University Counseling Services supports the OSU 
mission through efforts to assist students in improving the quality of life so that personal and 
intellectual growth can be fostered, values can be clarified, and knowledge can be interrelated for 
use in improving the campus and larger environments for future generations.  Attending OSU 
will not only give you a diploma, but also an appreciation for many life experiences that are yet 
to come.   
 

 

 



 
 

 
 

         Fact Sheet 
 
OVERVIEW:  Oklahoma State University located in Stillwater, Okla., is a land grant university 
founded in 1890.  Land grant universities are institutions of higher education in the United States 
designated by each state to receive the benefits of the Morrill Acts of 1862 and 1890.  The 
mission of these institutions is to focus on the teaching of agriculture, science and engineering.  
Originally known as Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College (Oklahoma A&M), OSU is 
situated 62 miles west of Tulsa and 42 miles northeast of Oklahoma City.  OSU offers a rich 
heritage not only in academics, but also in athletics as well.  OSU is the home of 49 national 
championships, a total better than all but three schools in the nation and first in the Big 12. 
 
Fact Sheet: 

• OSU has been named a Truman Honor Institution as a result of having 15 Truman 
Scholars, one of the highest totals in the nation. 

• OSU offers six major colleges as well as the Graduate College and Honor College. 
• We offer numerous scholarship opportunities such as tuition waivers, work-study, and 

study abroad assistance just to name a few. 
• The recent $100 thousand donation toward scholarships will be of great assistance 

along with the state scholarships and tuition waivers OSU has to offer. 
• Forbes has ranked OSU #1 in the Big 12 as the best college investment. 
• OSU is home to 49 national championships, a total better than all but three schools in 

the nation and first in the Big 12. 
• Our campus is home to more than 400 student organizations and clubs. 
• OSU Greek Life is an exciting campus group to be involved in. 
• Social fraternities and sororities are divided among four councils: Panhellenic, IFC, 

National Pan-Hellenic, and Multicultural. 
• More than 5,000 students call the OSU campus home. 
• Residential life offers many amenities such as intramurals and residential hall 

governments. 
• There are twenty-five residence halls, over 30 dining options, and seven family-first 

apartment neighborhoods that provide a fit to ever need. 
• OSU also has a transportation system that runs routes across campus and Stillwater as 

well. 
• The transit system runs to many off-campus apartment complexes and businesses such 

as major shopping areas and remote parking lots. 
• One newest change is our natural gas fueled buses. 
• OSU has saved more than $5 million as a result of the energy conservation effort it 

started in June 2007.  
• The purposed student union renovation project will include both wind and solar 

technology. 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 
 
TO: Burns Hargis, President of Oklahoma State University 
 
FROM: Kasey Parker, Oklahoma State University Public Relations Junior 
 
DATE: April 20, 2010 
 
RE: Approval for “The Class of Today” Campaign 
 
BCC: Gary Shutt, Director of Communications   
 
 
 
President Hargis, we are beginning a campaign to boost enrollment at Oklahoma State 
University, and we want your approval.  The campaign is called, “The Class of Today.”  We are 
using this campaign to increase enrollment at OSU by 13 percent by August 2011. We will reach 
this goal by reaching out to high school juniors and seniors using social media and by enlisting 
the help of their guidance counselors.  We will concentrate on students in the state of Oklahoma.   
 
We are asking for help from OSU juniors and seniors to act as a bridge between the university 
and the high school students.  We will pair up high school students with an OSU student who is 
majoring in their field of study.  The high school student will have access to the OSU student by 
e-mail, phone, Facebook, Twitter, Campus Connect and any other type of social media they are 
both involved in.   
 
Campus Connect is a Web site utilizing social media as a way to connect high schools students 
with college students who will act as their mentors. 
 
The OSU student will be there to answer any questions the high school student might have about 
their major or OSU in general.   
 
Through our use of social media, we are also contacting high school seniors to let them know 
how OSU can be financially beneficial to them.  Recent reports by Iconoculture say that 90 
percent of students are concerned about the economic crisis, and 80 percent say the national 
bailouts do not help them financially. The recent $100 million donation toward scholarships will 



be greatly noted along with all the state scholarships and tuition waivers OSU has to offer for 
students during this economic downturn.  We will tell the seniors how they will be the first class 
at OSU to benefit from the $100 million donation.  We will also make it a point to show that we 
are the best value in the Big 12 and that we offer scholarships not only based on financial need 
but also based on GPA and extracurricular activities. 
 
We will be joining in the conversation between high school students and their counselors.  We 
are going to be contacting the counselors to make sure they have all the up to date information 
regarding enrollment and scholarships at OSU.  We will also join them with CampusConnect.   
 
We will be connecting students through social media by creating a Facebook fan page, a blog 
and a twitter account.  According to Iconoculture, the words social and media appear to people as 
a resource and way to gain information, access and connectivity.  With these tools, we can keep 
them up-to-date to let the high school students know what is next on campus and what types of 
scholarships they can apply for and instructions on how to apply.   
 
We are connecting with the high school students to join in their conversations.  We will listen 
and add to the topics they have on their minds to grasp what their needs and wants are from 
OSU.  This system of communicating will be effective in recruitment because it is something the 
students are already familiar with.  By contacting them through social media, we can guarantee 
they will listen to us and feel comfortable asking question regarding OSU.   
 
The above measures will be effective in increasing enrollment at OSU.  And by increasing 
enrollment for OSU, we are increasing the value of OSU not only within the state but within the 
nation as well.  According to Iconoculture, 87 percent of students say they still feel that going to 
college is the best investment they can make, even with the down economy.    
 
Thank you for your consideration for “The Class of Today.”  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

HARGIS TOUR SPEECH 

 

I would like to welcome you to Oklahoma State University. It’s an honor for me to be 

able to speak to you today. I am Burns Hargis, the president of OSU and I’m going to talk to you 

today about our university and how it will fulfill your educational needs. 

 OSU is a land grant university, which means we have received benefits from the Morrill 

Acts. These Acts fund our educational institution and grant federally controlled land to the states. 

The purpose of a land grant institution is to improve the lives of people in Oklahoma by focusing 

on teaching and research that will ultimately benefit the state. Our mission includes 

undergraduate, graduate, technical, extension and continuing education informed by scholarships 

and research. 

One exciting event that highlights research at OSU is our annual Research Week, which 

seeks to spotlight the great research and scholarships that take place throughout the OSU System. 

This event is an opportunity for those inside and outside of the campus to be introduced to the 

many creative and innovative projects underway here at OSU. People who attend Research Week 

have the opportunity to be challenged and inspired by a variety of speakers whose work spans a 

broad range of disciplines. I hope you will join us as we celebrate creativity and innovation 

during OSU Research Week in February. On the other hand, research would not be possible 

without our generous donors. 



	  	   We have a lot of great folks who help us out here at OSU such as T. Boone Pickens, 

Hubert C. Graggs and Ross and Billie McKnight. They share their love for this university and 

help support OSU through their generous donations. OSU offers a wide variety of scholarships 

that are funded at large by donations such as these. Branding Success is a program OSU has just 

launched to raise $1 billion dollars to accelerate learning and aid our students’ financial needs. 

As of right now, OSU has raised $560 million. Our good friend, Hubert C. Graggs has donated a 

$100 million gift for scholar development in honor of former governor Henry Bellmon. To add 

to this, T. Boone Pickens’ Legacy Scholarship will match this donation, making the total impact 

of the scholarship $1.75 million. This campaign will help students across the board with 

scholarship money and invite every student to dream big, work hard and exceed expectations. 

The reason why OSU’s alumni are so successful is due in great part to our exceptional staff.  

OSU is top notch when it comes to faculty and Branding Success will make it possible for OSU 

to hire and recruit the best faculty in the world. 

 We all know the economic climate isn’t at its best and I am here to tell you that there are 

many opportunities to make OSU a possible choice in your future. About 4,000 current OSU 

students are receiving no financial support from their families. OSU students received more than 

$221 million in financial aid, grants and loans last year alone. Besides these opportunities, there 

is another option for you guys. You can also qualify to receive a changeable, yearly tuition rate 

or you can choose to lock your tuition rate. Locked tuition means that your tuition is guaranteed 

to remain the same up to four consecutive years. This is a great chance for you because even if 

the tuition changes due to the economy, yours will stay what it was when you locked it. OSU 

also offers renewable tuition waivers based on your ACT and SAT scores. This means that if you 

retain a 3.0 GPA, your tuition is free. You can also get your tuition, books and fees covered for 



four years through the Oklahoma Promise scholarship. These are some of the financial aid 

opportunities that you should take advantage of. After talking about all this money, you might 

wonder what college degree you want to pursue. 

 Choosing a degree is a big decision, so don’t feel rushed to choose your future career 

today. Our university offers more than 250 degree programs to give students a wide variety of 

career paths to choose from. Besides an education, OSU is well-rounded and will provide you 

with athletic centers, services and organizations to meet your diverse interests. 

 University services on campus include an academic and career development center, 

student counseling center and student disability and psychiatric services. Many students utilize 

these services to improve their quality of life so that personal and intellectual growth can be 

advanced. To make sure our students stay healthy and active, we also have the university health 

center. This center is an outpatient care facility that provides cost effect, physician assisted 

services. It will also provide you with primary health care and information concerning current 

health issues.  

Another way to stay fit is through the Colvin Recreational Center, which is an incredible 

addition to our university. It includes an indoor track, 10 basketball courts, machine and free 

weights, cardio equipment, designated golf practice areas, dance studios, an indoor and outdoor 

pool, a climbing wall and much more. The recreational activities the Colvin provides is a great 

way to stay entertained and fit. While we’re talking about entertainment, I know you’re all big 

OSU sports fans! OSU is ranked number one in the big 12 and number three in the nation for 

national championship titles. Our facilities are state of the art. The newly renovated Boone 

Pickens Stadium and Gallagher-Iba Arena are two nationally recognized athletic venues that 

have a notorious reputation for noise and an exhilarating experience. OSU offers discount tickets 



for its students so you guys should pick them up and meet me at all the games! After the games 

on the weekends, you can get involved with some of the campus organizations at OSU.  

There are lots of ways to make friends and stay involved. OSU has more than 400 

organizations such as the Student Government Association, degree-oriented clubs or you could 

even become a residential hall advisor. OSU has 25 residence halls, more than 30 dining options 

and seven family-first apartments. Our residential life provides more than 5,000 students with an 

exciting living environment. Another way to be active on campus is through Greek life. It has 

provided OSU with women and men fraternities for almost 100 years and its impact continues to 

thrive on campus. Greek life currently consists of nearly 3,000 students who focus on academic 

excellence, brotherhood and sisterhood, community service and responsible social interaction.  

If you decide to live off-campus, OSU will provide you with transportation services to 

make your commute easier. This gives you guys free, convenient mobility around the campus to 

classroom buildings, remote parking locations, apartment complexes and other places such as 

Wal-Mart around Stillwater. Every seven minutes, two routes transport students around the main 

campus from 6:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. and after 7 p.m., the bus operates every 15 minutes. So, whether 

you’re arriving on campus early or staying late to study in the library, OSU will always give you 

a way to get home. With all this being said, it’s easy to say that OSU provides its students with 

the best care and services. 

 You are all probably wondering “what’s next?” or wanting to know how you can stay 

connected with OSU. OSU has created a social media networking website called 

CampusConnect. We are going to connect you with current OSU students to answer any 

questions you might have about our campus, the city of Stillwater or your potential future at 

OSU. I will also post daily information to keep you all updated. When you get home, go to 



CampusConnect.com to signup for a free mentor. I think this will make you all feel as welcomed 

and comfortable as possible at OSU. 

 I want to thank you all for taking the time to come out today to learn about what our 

university has in store for you. Thank you again for considering OSU as a potential choice of 

study and good luck on your tour! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

TO: Burns Hargis, President of Oklahoma State University 
 
FROM: Taylor Nixon, Oklahoma State University Public Relations Junior 
 
DATE: April 28, 2010 
 
RE: Tips for Teens on CampusConnect 
 
President Hargis, in our campaign “The Class of Today” we are creating a social media website  
called CampusConnect. 
 
Social media is becoming more prevalent in everyday society, so we recognize the importance of  
getting you involved with CampusConnect.  We want to create a page on this website called  
“Tips for Teens” by Burns Hargis. 
 
We would like you to post a one-to-two sentence tip per week for high school junior and senior  
students to read.  This tip can cover anything you feel is important for high school students to  
know.  Whether it is a money saving tip, an antidote from last night’s dinner or even a funny  
pictures you would like to post. Basically, anything you feel is worth sharing.  
 
We thank you for your consideration of “The Class of Today” and your involvement in 
CampusConnect.  
 
www.campusconnect.com 

 

 


