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I’ve always been a very ambitious and driven individual; as a child I had many dreams and 

goals; and that remains the same. Specifically, I wanted to become an actress, a model, and 

an Olympian. As I matured, I then wanted to become a fashion photographer, nurse, and an 

entertainment/fashion journalist. As I’m preparing myself for graduation and the “real world” 

my goals have become more realistic and not as farfetched.  My plan is to obtain a full time 

position in the public relations field. I would like to begin my career by seeking an event 

planning/coordinator position to gain experience. In addition, I would like to build my 

resume in Washington, DC and eventually move and begin an entertainment/fashion public 

relations career, living in New York, NY. Recently, I found out that God has another plan for 

me, which is to become a mother. Although this is a blessing, my plans have yet changed 

again, hopefully for the best. My career goals remain the same, however my location has 

changed; I will be starting a new life and family in Richmond, VA., working part time instead 

of full time.    

Before beginning my job search I had to make an important decision regarding location. I had 

multiple cities to consider before making my choice of Virginia. These cities included: 

Pittsburgh, PA, Morgantown, WV, Washington, DC, Richmond, VA and Jacksonville, FL.  I 

was born and raised in Pittsburgh, however recently my family has relocated to Jacksonville. 

Fortunately, I am pleased to say I still have some family in Pittsburgh, but I have always 

known that Pittsburgh wasn’t my city of choice. Lately, my parents have been trying to 

persuade me to move to Jacksonville. I like FL because it’s really different, however there are 

lizards everywhere, the climate is humid and I would have to live with my parents. On the 

contrary, there’s a beach located 20 minutes from my parents house. Morgantown was an 
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option because the cost of living is cheaper, my physician at Ruby Hospital and other benefits 

that I am receiving. Morgantown is a great place to save money. Richmond is a city that I 

have always said, “I do not want to live in”; However I don’t mind relocating to another city 

in Virginia once I’ve gained some experience.  

I have found possible employment opportunities on careershift.com, which include: an Event, 

Coordinator position with Conservation International located in Arlington, VA and an 

Activity Assistant position with Brookdale Senior Living located in Richmond, VA.  I have 

researched both companies through Google and Ripoffreport.com to check for any fraudulent 

postings and they both are legit.  

In 2006 Arlington, VA was ranked in the top 10 of best places to live, according to Money 

Magazine (money.cnn.com).  The location is a great one; very little violence occurring, a nice 

area to raise a family and there’s plenty of job opportunities in the Northern Virginia area. 

The cost of living is expensive; most say that if you plan to live in the NOVA area, 

apartments range from $1500-$3,000 a month and homes are approximately $550,000 and the 

minimum runs over $390,000(Answers.com). As a recent college graduate working an entry-

level position, I would place myself into a financial disaster. However, with a combined 

salary of $50,000 of my boyfriend and me, we would be okay; the only way that I would 

move there, is if we were making a combined salary of $100,000 or more, to live 

comfortably.   

The Conservation International Company fundraises through hosting gala dinners that include 

many different guest speakers. The speakers are some of the most prestigious people in many 

different industries, such as scientists, writers, explorers and businesspeople. The mission of 

this company is to raise funds and promote environmental awareness. The event coordinator 
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is responsible for implementing schedules and assisting with the logistics of event production 

and coordination.  

 

Organization is the most important quality of the event coordinator, as s/he will create and 

deliver communication components of CI events; which are not limited to multimedia pieces, 

speeches, print products, and creative elements. I feel this company would be a great stepping 

stone for building a career in event planning and would enable me to become more 

environmentally friendly. This job opportunity also has travel opportunities. The event 

coordinator will be involved in planning and executing productions in New York, 

Washington DC, Los Angeles, San Francisco and other places. It does not state any 

international traveling.   

In 2006 Richmond, VA was also listed in the top 10 best places to live according to 

money.cnn.com. The cost of living in Richmond, VA is about $50,000-$70,000. To rent an 

apartment cost anywhere from $600 and up, and to purchase a home is about $145,000-

$259,600. In comparison to Arlington, the cost of living in Richmond is half the price. On the 

contrary, some may choose Arlington over Richmond as a place to raise a family. The crime 

rates in Richmond are much higher than Arlington. Arlington has more burglary and theft 

crimes and Richmond has more homicides (arlingtonva.us and hellorichmond.com).  I would 

be able to live comfortable financially in Richmond, but I would worry about safety.  

Brookdale Senior Living provides quality living for senior citizens and provides them with 

independent living, assisted living, retirement center/continuing care retirement communities 

and management services. The activity assistant provides different activities for the residents 
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to engage in by creating a monthly calendar. These recreational activities can be on location 

or off. However, these activities need to meet the interest of the residents. In addition, the 

activity assistant manages the budget, equipment and supplies. S/he is also responsible for 

training all volunteers. I am interested in this position; however I don’t think it would be a 

stepping stone in career building. I think it will help enhance my skills to plan, execute and 

organize more efficiently.  

 

Brookdale Senior Living does not offer any traveling outside of the area however permission 

to leave the premises with the residents is permitted.  

Overall, the goals and objectives paper forced me to finally think out my plans after 

graduation. It also helped me to learn more about the cost of living for the areas that I’m 

interested in relocating to.   However, the paper did not help me to make my decision, it 

helped me understand the reality of relocating and its expenses and understanding the mere 

fact that it’s easier said than done.   

 

 

 

  


